CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study
Human beings have a particular ability which makes them special and differentiate them from other kind of living things. They are able to adapt, to survive and to analyze the universe phenomenon by using their intelligent capacity which makes their life getting more and more civilized.  Besides, something that makes them more special than the others is that they know the way to express their feeling, thought, and emotion through literature.

It seems that human being is directly and indirectly involved in literature, especially in the process of communicating ideas. By using their mind they produced an expression of their feeling, emotion and thought to communicate with others which results in literary works. Literature is one of the greatest creative and universal means of communicating the emotional, spiritual, or intellectual concerns of mankind (The Encyclopedia of Americana, vol. 22:559). 

 This literary work consists of two types, namely imaginative and non-imaginative. Both literary works are fundamentally similar; both of them are expressed aesthetically, but they have a difference in expression. Non-imaginative types are essay, criticism, biography, autobiography, history, memoir, diary, and letters. Meanwhile, imaginative type consists of poetry, fiction, and drama. In this thesis, the writer takes a drama as an object that will be further analyzed. 

Drama is the specific type of fiction represented in performance. Drama was initially introduced by a Greek philosopher, Aristotle. There are four elements of drama. They are plot, character, thought, and diction (in relation to drama / written script) (Wikipedia.org, 2006).

In analyzing a drama through research framework there must be at least two elements that support each other; plot and character. Plot and character are two significant and highly required elements in a story. Plot is the arrangement of the incidents or events in a story, which are interconnected each other, which makes a story more interesting and easy to be comprehended. The story contains problems appearing within the actions that make the character struggle to overcome the problems. Therefore, the writer takes a topic “The Influence of Conflict between Characters on Plot in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest”. The writer utilizes the characteristic of the main character and other characters, conflict that appeared between main character and other characters and supported by the plot to find out the influence of conflicts on the plot in the play. 

Main character in The Importance of Being Earnest is Jack Worthing. Jack Worthing choose double life for himself for some reasons. For marriage and constraints of mortality. Jack Worthing also pretended to be Ernest in town. 
Oscar Wilde's most successful play, The Importance of Being Earnest became an instant hit when it opened in London, England, in February, 1895, running for eighty-six performances. The play has remained popular with audiences ever since, vying with Wilde's 1890 novel The Portrait of Dorian Gray as his most recognized work. The play proves vexing to critics, though, for it resists categorization, seeming to some merely a flimsy plot which serves as an excuse for Wilde's witty epigrams (terse, often paradoxical, sayings or catch-phrases). To others it is a penetratingly humorous and insightful social comedy. 

1.2  Statement of the Problem

This study deals with the following questions:

1. What are the characteristic of the main character in the play?
2. Which conflict is prominent in influencing the plot?
3. How do the conflicts influence the plot?
1.3  Purpose of the Study

This study is conducted to find the following objectives:

1. To find out the characteristics of main character 

2. To analyze which conflict is prominent in influencing the plot
3. To describe the influence of conflicts in developing the plot. 
1.4  Scope of Study

There are many others aspects of literary works in the Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. However, the writer states a limitation of discussion in this study. This study will focus on the main character, Jack Worthing and the conflicts which deal with the main character, the plots, and the influence of conflict that faced by the main character and supporting characters on the plot.
1.5. Significance of the Study

This study is expected to provide the readers a new insight that will lead them to be interested in identifying and analyzing the literary work, especially drama. Additionally, the writer hopes that the result of this study can be used as useful references for further relevant studies.
1.6 Definition of Key Terms

a. Drama

Drama is the specific mode of fiction represented in performance. It is often combined with music and dance.

b. Characters

An imaginary person represented in a work of fiction 9play or film or story). The person whether human or personified ones in a dramatic or narrative work, have dispositional and moral qualities that are expressed in what they say within the dialogue and what they do in the action. (in Damiyana, 2006: 4)

c. Plot

Plot is the sequence of incident or events which the story is composed and it may conclude what character says or think, as well as what he does. (Perrine, 1974:41)
d. Conflict
Conflict is something dramatic, refer to the fight or struggle between two balance powers and imply the exist of action and reaction. (Nurgiyantoro, 1995:122)

e. Relation between conflict and plot

The characters’ conflicts and plot are two important elements of drama that have a relation each other. As realization, humans’ life is just like a drama, which containing plots of life that may be due to humans’ characteristics and their interaction to surroundings in their social life or interaction to themselves. 
The conflict moves the story because it is generating center out of which the plot grows which becomes the core of the story’s structure. (Stanton, 1965:16)

CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATED LITERATURE
This chapter presents the review of literatures which are used as the theoretical framework of this study; general discussion on literature, related studies and drama entitled The Importance of being Earnest.
2.1 Related Studies
The related and relevant analysis and identification of typical literary works has been previously conducted. A relevant example is a thesis by Moch. Zamroni entitled “Konflik Dalam Naskah Drama Dag Dig Dug Karya Putu Wijaya”. In the thesis, the writer focused on analyzing the conflicts that appeared in the script of Dag Dig Dug by Putu Wijaya. There are some reasons why he chose the research about conflicts in the script of drama by Putu Wijaya. First is by considering the status of Putu wijaya in Indonesian contemporary drama. Second, the conflicts that appeared in script of Dag Dig Dug have many important roles toward the plots in the story. Third, the significance of conducting more researches discussing drama as the object of their research. Previous researches about drama are dramatic potential in drama script and relation of theme in drama script. (Zamroni, 2006:2)
Even though Zamroni focused his analysis on drama as the object, but Zamroni only analyzed the conflicts. In this thesis, the writer enhances the discussion to the characteristic of main character, how conflicts develop the plot of the story.
2.2 Drama
There are three major kinds of genre of literary work; poetry, drama and prose. Prose consists of writing that does not adhere to any particular formal structure, non poetic writing. Prose is divided into fiction and non fiction. Fiction is diverged into novel, short story and novelette. Meanwhile, non-fictions are journals and essay. Poetry is a form of literature, which makes some significant use of the formal properties of the words. A dialogue in a drama between character and aims at dramatic or theatrical performance rather than reading called drama.

Drama is a form of literature acted out by performers. Performers work with the playwright, director, set and lighting designers to stage a show.  
Drama consists of dialogue (where characters talk with each other), action (what characters do in the play) and gesture (what is the character shows through motion(s) and expression(s). A script, written by playwright, gives the actors words and cues to perform the dialogue, actions and gestures of their character on stage.

Drama differs from short stories and novels because it is made to be performed by different actors in different locations throughout time. While the script remains the same, actors’ interpretations of a single role may differ. http://depts.gallaudet.edu/englishworks/literature/drama.
In a script, there is a dialogue or conversation. Differs from conversation in text of prose that usually written as chain with the narration, in drama script, conversation or dialogue written separated become dialogue for each actor which expected play a role of the dialogue. (lidahtinta.wordpress.com, 2009).
There are two elements of drama that support each other, such as plot and character. Plot and character are two significant elements and very needed in a play. They are character, and plot.

2.2.1.  Character
Characters in plays can generally be divided into main characters and minor characters, depending on how important they are for the plot. A good indicator considering whether a character is a main or minor is the amount of time and speech as well as presence on stage he or she is allocated. As a rule of thumb, main characters usually have a lot to say and appear frequently throughout the play, while minor characters have less presence or appear only marginally. (in Zamroni, 2006:10)
Main character is the actor or actress who is taking particular action in the stories, plays, films and theatres. Main character plays an important role in the story, which represents in the theme and sequence plot.

The main character also needs a friend to develop his character himself. This character is known as supporting character. Supporting character is generally flat, as most minor roles do not require a great deal of complexity.

2.2.2  Plot
Plot is the sequence of events which involve the characters in conflict (Lukens in Stauffer (2007:1))

The plot of a drama story is a chain of events, each event the result of some prior events, and the cause of some subsequent events. The plot will extend beyond the bounds of the story itself. 

Plot is not just event, but the casual relationships between events, plot can not be isolated from character. Characters do things for reasons, and those reasons form an indispensable element of plot. Every character in a story desires things to varying degrees, and has personal goals in mind, some of which may not have anything to do with the central problems or conflicts of a story. Whatever these desires and goals are, they form the basis for character's motivation to act.  A great source of difficulty for the characters is when their personal drives are at odds with the central problem in the story. Perhaps the greatest source of difficulty for the characters, and the most emotionally satisfying when finally resolved, is when the characters have goals and desires that are mutually exclusive. 
Plot was constructed by element of events. Event is not intentionally appeared. It appears because of the characters’ activity in a story that has conflict with him/herself, another character or even with the environment around. Without a conflict, an event just will be unperfected (geocities.com, 2008).

Dramatic structure of plot is the structure of a dramatic work such as a play or film. Many scholars have analyzed dramatic structure. This thesis focuses primarily on Gustav Freytag analysis. According to Freytag, a drama is divided into five parts, which some refer to as a dramatis are: Exposition, Complication, Climax, Resolution, Conclusion (Catastrophe, Denouement). (Harymawan, 1988:18)
Exposition provides the background information needed to properly understand the story, such as the protagonist, the antagonist, the basic conflict, and the setting. The exposition ends with the inciting moment, which is the incident without which there would be no story. During the story, tension is built through a series of complication incidents which either helps the protagonist in finding a solution. The third act is that of the climax, or turning point, which marks a change, for the better or the worse. Resolution, or falling action, which is the moment of reversal after the climax, the conflict between the protagonist and the antagonist unravels. The falling action might contain a moment of final suspense, during which the final outcome of the conflict is in doubt. Then the story will ends with conclusion. If the story ends with happy ending, it is called denouement, in which the protagonist is better off than at the story’s outset, and the story with bad ending or tragedy, it is called catastrophe, in which the protagonist is worse off than at the beginning of the story.
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2.2.3  Conflict
The conflict is a part of plot structure that functions as controversy or conflicts tinder between two or more characters that caused action and reaction. Conflict is the most dominant elements in developing the plot.  
The conflict is divided into two types; internal and external conflict. A conflict occurs in a character's mind is called internal conflict. Generally, the character deals with his or her own mixed feelings or emotions. Internal conflict is often referred as man vs. self since the struggle is inside. Man vs. self can also be identified when a character tries to find out who he or she comes to realization or a change in character. 
While a struggle between a character and an outside force is an external conflict. Characters may face several types of outside forces. The outside force may be another character (man vs. man). It may be the character and the community (man vs. community). The outside force may also be forces of nature (man vs. nature) (Wikipedia, 2006).

Characters are very much influenced by the events happens surrounding. The conflict may also take place within the character’s life in the story. During the processes of the story in drama, conflict occurs and influences the plot including the ending of the story. The conflict in this story encompasses man vs. self and man vs. man faced by the two main characters, Jack Worthing and Algernon. It plays important role in developing the character and to reveal the quality inside the character when they have to deal with the problems that influenced the end of the story.
2.3 Framework

The conflict moves the story because it is generating center out of which plot grows becomes the core of the story’s structure. (Stanton, 1965:16)

Drama as a literary work is a work which is arrange together with its elements. The elements are compose and related each other to form complete drama. One of its element is plot, plot is sequence of conflict which is arrange from the series of events and then organized the plot.

In analyzing the characteristics and conflicts that appear in the play, the writer may find many difficulties and problems. The writer must have a good approach in analyzing the data.
In this thesis the writer utilizes structural approach. A literature, fiction or poem, based on structuralism is a totality which is developed as coherencies by its several development elements. Structure of literature, consider as arrangement, determining, and imagination all of the elements and parts which are the component, together make a beautiful solidity. (Abrams, 1971:68)

In the other side, structure of literature also analyzing to the definition of relation between the intrinsic elements which have action-reaction, interfere, positioning, then together make the one solid unity. (Nurgiyantoro, 1995:36)
Structural analysis in literature, was done by identify, examine, and describe the function and relation between intrinsic elements of fiction which involve each other. First, to identify and describe, for example, the condition of events, plot, character and characterization, setting, point of view, etc. After elaborating  how the function of each elements that support the whole meaning, and the relation between those elements until create a totality of solid unity. (Nurgiyantoro, 1995:37)
2.4 Plot Summary 
Jack and Algernon are wealthy gentlemen.  Jack (known to Algernon as Ernest) lives a respectable life in the country providing an example to his young ward Cecily. Algernon lives in luxury in London and has invented an imaginary invalid friend (Bunbury) whom he visits in the country whenever an unappealing social engagement presents itself. Jack has also invented a character - a wayward younger brother called Ernest whom he uses as pretext for going up to London and enjoying himself.

Jack wants to marry Algernon’s cousin Gwendolen, but must first convince her mother, Lady Bracknell, of the respectability of his parents. For Jack, having been abandoned in a handbag at Victoria station, this is quite a difficult task.

Algernon visits Jack’s house in the country and introduces himself to Cecily as Ernest, knowing that Cecily is already fascinated by tales of Ernest's wickedness. He further wins her over and they become engaged.  Shortly after, Jack arrives home announcing Ernest’s death. This sets off a series of farcical events. Cecily and Gwendolen have a genteel stand-off over which of them has a prior claim on ‘Ernest’. Jack and Algernon vie to be christened Ernest. Eventually, Jack discovers that his parents were Lady Bracknell’s sister and brother-in-law and that he is, in fact, Algernon’s older brother, called Ernest. The two sets of lovers are thus free to marry.

During these events the characters of Canon Chasuble and Cecily’s governess Miss Prism have also fallen in love, and in the best tradition of the well-made play the story ends with all the loose ends tied up and everyone set to live happily ever after.
CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHODS
3.1 Research Method and Design

The method applied in the thesis is descriptive analytic. Descriptive analytic method is used to describe the events, objects and phenomenon in establishing the influence of conflict between characters on plot.
3.2.  Source of Data

The data in this study are taken from drama “The Importance of Being Earnest” by Oscar Wilde. The primary source is the script of the drama it self in order to analyze the aspects, especially the main character’s conflict and the plot, found in the main character’s characteristic. The analysis of the main character is made by unfolding the character through actions and dialogue from the script.
3.3  Methods of Data Collection

The library research is applied to support the analysis of the drama, collecting some data and information needed from the relevant books or other resources. 
The data in this thesis was taken from the drama of Oscar Wilde titled The Importance of Being Earnest which consists of three acts (scenes). In doing the analysis the writer read the script of the drama first. Then the writer starts to make analysis focus on the conflict between characters, how they develop the story and the end of the story. 

The writer will take quotations from the scripts of the drama, comprehending the data, making some notes and conclusion to make sure that the data is sufficient. 
3.4  Data Analysis

Data will be analyzed through the following steps:

1. Analysis of  the characteristic of main character

2. Analysis of conflicts between the main character and other characters. The analysis will be supported by taking the quotations from the script of the drama, the quotation would be explained in discussion in the analysis. There are internal and external conflicts that the main character faced. These conflicts have connection that cause the other events happened and make a solid unity.
3. Elaboration the influence of conflicts to the plot of the drama, relate the conflicts to the plot, each conflict may influence the main character’s act, mind, feeling and behavior, which build the story.
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