CHAPTER IV

DISCUSSION

4.1 Synopsis of The Importance of being Earnest.
At the beginning of Scene I, in Algernon Moncrieff's stylish London house in 1895. Jack dropped unexpectedly on Algernon and announced that he intends to propose to Gwendolen. Algernon confronted him with the cigarette case which written “From little Cecily, with her fondest love to her dear Uncle Jack and forced him to explain. Jack confessed that his name is not really Ernest and that Cecily is his ward, a responsibility imposed on him by his adoptive father’s will. Jack also told Algernon about his fictional brother. Jack said that he has been thinking of killing off that fake brother, since Cecily has been showing too active an interest in him. Jack described about Cecily in terms to catch Algernon attention and make him even more interested in her. 

Then Gwendolen and her mother, Lady Bracknell, arrived, which gives Jack an opportunity to propose to Gwendolen. Jack was delightful to discover that Gwendolen returned his affections, but he is alarmed to learn that she is fixated on the name Ernest. She made clear that she would not consider marrying a man who was not named Ernest. Lady Bracknell then interviewed Jack to determine his eligibility as a possible son-in-law, and during the interview she asked about his family background. When Jack explained that he has no idea who his parents are and he was found by the man who adopted him in a handbag in the cloakroom at Victoria Station, she is scandalized. She forbade the match between Jack and Gwendolen.

In Scene II, Algernon showed up at Jack’s country estate posing as Jack’s brother Ernest. Meanwhile, Jack arrived at home in deep mourning, full of a story about Ernest died suddenly in Paris. He was enraged to find Algernon there masquerading as Ernest but had to go along with the pretense. If he did not, his own lies and deceptions will be revealed. While Jack changed out his mourning clothes, Algernon, who has fallen in love with Cecily, asked her to marry him. He is surprised to discover that Cecily already considered that they were engaged several months ago, her fascination with “uncle Jack’s brother” led her to invent an elaborate romance between herself and him. Algernon was less enchanted to learn that Cecily’s interest in him derived from the name Ernest. After that Algernon searched Dr. Chasuble, the local priest, to get himself christened Ernest. Meanwhile, Gwendolen arrived, decided to pay Jack an unexpected visit. Gwendolen was shown into the garden, where Cecily ordered tea. Gwendolen thought that Cecily was a visitor to the Manor House and disconcerted to learn that Cecily is “Mr. Worthing’s ward”. She noted that Ernest had never mentioned having a ward, and Cecily explained that it is not Ernest Worthing who is her guardian but his brother Jack and, in fact, she was engaged to be married to Ernest Worthing. Gwendolen pointed out that it is impossible as she herself was engaged to Ernest Worthing. The tea party degenerated into a war of manners.

Jack and Algernon arrived toward the confrontation. Each of the young ladies pointed out that the other has been deceived. Cecily informed Gwendolen that her fiancé is really named Jack and gwendolen informed Cecily that hers is really named Algernon. The two women demanded to know where Jack’s brother Ernest was, since both of them were engaged to be married to him. Jack was forced to admit that he has no brother and that Ernest was a complete fiction. Both women were shocked and furious, and they retired the house arm in arm.

In Scene III, took place in the drawing room of the Manor House, where Cecily and Gwendolen have retired. When Jack and Algernon entered from the garden. Cecily asked Algernon why he pretended to be her guardian’s brother. Algernon told her he did it in order to meet her. Then Gwendolen asked Jack whether he pretended to have a brother in order to come into London to see her as often as possible, and she interpreted elusive reply as an affirmation. The women were satisfied but still concerned over the issue of the name. However, when Jack and Algernon told them that they both have made arrangement to be christened Ernest that afternoon, all was forgiven and the two pairs of lovers embraced. At this moment, Lady Bracknell’s arrival was announced.

Lady Bracknell has followed Gwendolen from London, having bribed Gwendolen’s maid to reveal her destination. She demanded to know what is going on. Gwendolen again informed her mother of her engagement to Jack, and Lady Bracknell repeated that a relationship between them is out of the question. Algernon told Lady Bracknell of his engagement to Cecily, prompted her to inspect Cecily’s background. But Jack explained that Cecily is the heirs of Mr. Cardew. At this, Lady Bracknell became really interested. Jack informed Lady Bracknell that, as Cecily’s guardian, he refused to give his consent to her relation with Algernon. Jack pointed out that under the term of her grandfather’s will, Cecily does not legally comes of age until she is thirty-five. As soon as she consents to his marriage to Gwendolen, Cecily could have his consent to marry Algernon. Lady Bracknell refused that. She and Gwendolen were about to leave when Dr. Chasuble arrived and mentioned Cecily’s governess, Miss Prism. At this, Lady Bracknell started and asked that Miss Prism be sent for.

When the governess arrived, she began to look guilty and furtive. Lady Bracknell accused her of having left her sister’s house twenty eight years ago with a baby and never returned. She wanted to know where the baby is. Miss Prism confessed she did not know, explaining that she lost the baby, placed it in a handbag in which she had meant to place the manuscript for a novel she had written and left it in the cloakroom of a railway station. Jack pressed her for further details and gone, returning for a few minutes later with a large handbag. When Miss Prism confirmed that the bag is hers, Jack threw himself on her with a cry of “Mother’. But, Jack was the legitimate child of Lady Bracknell’s sister, therefore, Algernon’s older brother. Furthermore, Jack had been originally christened “Ernest John.” All these years Jack has been telling the truth accidentally. Ernest is his name. Jack acknowledged that he now understands the vital importance of being earnest.
4.2 
Main Character and Supporting Characters
The main character is the actor or actress takes particular actions or roles in the stories, plays, films and theaters. The main character plays an important role in the story, which represents in the theme and sequence of plot. The main character also need a friend to develop their character itself. This character is also known with supporting character.

The main character on The Importance of being Earnest is Jack Worthing. He grew up to be a responsible and respectable young man, a major landowner and Justice of the Peace in Hertfordshire, where he has a country estate. He has other duties and people who depend on him, including servants, tenants, farmers and the local clergyman. 

Jack was the general tolerance for hypocrisy in conventional Victorian morality. He uses his alter-ego Ernest to keep his honorable image intact. Ernest, the name of  Jack if he goes to London is his alibi, his excuse for disappearing from Hertfordshire and going off to London to escape from his responsibilities and indulge in exactly the sort of behavior he pretends to disapprove of in his brother.

He also always managed to get what he wants. It seen from his deed by using Ernest as his fallback, and his lie eventually threatens him. Though Jack never really gets his punishment, he must scramble to reconcile his two worlds in order to get what he really desires and to understand who he is.

It is different from main character, supporting character less appearance in the story but still has a function to create a conflict to influence the plot of the story. In this drama, Algernon Moncrieff, Gwendolen Fairfax, Lady Bracknell, Cecily Cardew and Miss Prism are the supporting characters.
Algernon Moncrieff, is closer to the figure of the dandy than any other character in the play. A charming, inactive, decorative bachelor. Algernon is brilliant, amuse, selfish, amoral, and given to making delightful inconsistent and to the point..  Like Jack, Algernon has invented a fictional character, a chronic invalid named Bunbury, to give him a reprieve from his real life. Algernon is constantly being summoned to Bunbury's deathbed, which conveniently draws him away from irritating or distasteful social obligations. Like Jack's fictional brother Ernest, Bunbury provides Algernon with a way of indulging himself while also suggesting great seriousness and sense of duty. However, most important difference between Jack and Algernon. Jack does not admit to being a “Bunburyist,” even after he's been called on it, while Algernon not only acknowledges his wrongdoing but also revels in it.

Gwendolen Fairfax is more than any other female character in the play. Gwendolen suggests the qualities of conventional Victorian womanhood. She has ideas and ideals, attends lectures, and bent on self-improvement. She is also artificial and pretentious. Gwendolen is in love with Jack, whom she knows as Ernest, and she is fixated on this name. Gwendolen is so caught up in finding a husband named Ernest, whose name, she says, “inspires absolute confidence,” that she can't even see that the man calling himself Ernest is fooling her with an extensive deception. In this way, her own image consciousness blurs her judgment. Though more self-consciously intellectual than Lady Bracknell, Gwendolen is cut from very much the same cloth as her mother. She is similarly strong-minded and speaks with unassailable authority on matters of taste and morality, just as Lady Bracknell does. She is both a model and an arbiter of elegant fashion and sophistication, and nearly everything she says and does is calculated for effect. 
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Cecily Cardew is a child of nature, as ingenuous and unspoiled as a pink rose, to which Algernon compares her in. However, her cleverness is contradicted by her fascination with wickedness. She is obsessed with the name Ernest just as Gwendolen, but wickedness is primarily what leads her to fall in love with “Uncle Jack's brother,” whose reputation is wayward enough to fascinate her. Like Algernon and Jack, she is a fantasist. She has invented her romance with Ernest and elaborated it with as much creativity and enthusiasm as the men have their secret identities. Though she does not have an alter-ego as bright or developed as Bunbury or Ernest, her claim that she and Algernon/Ernest are already engaged is rooted in the fantasy world she's created around Ernest. Cecily is probably the most realistically drawn character in the play.

Lady Bracknell, is Algernon's arrogant, mercenary, and domineering aunt and Gwendolen's mother. Lady Bracknell married well, and her primary goal in life is to see her daughter do the same. She has a list of “eligible young men” and a prepared interview she gives to potential suitors. Through the figure of Lady Bracknell, suggest

the British aristocracy. Lady Bracknell values ignorance, which she sees as “a delicate exotic fruit.” When she gives a dinner party, she prefers her husband to eat downstairs with the servants. She is sly, narrow-minded, and authoritarian.

Miss Prism is Cecily's governess. Miss Prism is a pedantic and clichés. She highly approves of Jack's presumed respectability and harshly criticizes his “unfortunate” brother. Despite her rigidity, Miss Prism has a softer side.
4.3 
The Conflicts between Main Character and Other Characters
In The Importance of being Earnest, conflicts that were faced by Jack and supporting characters could be internal conflict (man against himself/herself), and external conflicts (man against man, man against nature/environment).

Those conflicts are very crucial in the development of Jack’s character. Therefore, when conflicts occur, it will influence Jack Worthing’s thought to take actions from what he is faced and influence the plot. 
Structure of conflicts that arise from the beginning of the story:

The Importance of being Earnest
Jack against himself
Being someone that people put their trust and belief in him, did not make him feel happy, but it burdened him to always keep high moral and good manner to those people. (Quote no. 83)


Jack against himself
Jack concerned about his real identity would be revealed by his girlfriend Gwendolen. (Quote no. 146-152)

Jack against Algernon.
· Algernon doubtful that Jack has double life from the cigarette case which the inscription on it is from Cecily. (49-69)
· When found that Jack has a pretty young ward named Cecily in the country, Algernon ask permission to meet with her, but Jack refused it. (Quote no. 78-80)

Jack against Gwendolen
The conflict is about Gwendolen’s obsession with the name “Ernest”, since she does not know Jack’s real name. (Quote no.141-154)


Jack against Lady Bracknell
Lady Bracknell refused Jack’s proposal to Gwendolen, and forbade her daughter to make an engagement with Jack due to the origin of Jack as an adopted son of Mr. Cardew and found in a hand bag. (Quote no. 172-218)
Jack against Algernon
Jack found Algernon pretended to be Ernest in his house, and very upset because his plain to vanish his created brother was failed. (Quote no. 439-484)

Gwendolen against Cecily

They were misunderstood each other whether who was right, since they found that they were engaged to a man named Ernest. Cecily informed that she was engaged to Ernest (Algernon), and Gwendolen also informed the same thing. (Quote no. 574-591)

Jack against Lady Bracknell 
Jack refused to give his consent to the relation between Cecily and Algernon, before Lady Bracknell give her consent to his marriage with gwendolen. (Quote no. 789-802)

Lady Bracknell against Miss Prism
Lady Bracknell accused Miss Prism kidnapping the baby of her sister twenty eight years ago and pushed Miss Prism to tell her where the baby is. (Quote no. 823-828)
4.3.1 The Conflict of Man against Himself
In Hertfordshire, Jack Worthing is a pillar of  the community and a guardian to the girl name Cecily Cardew. He took the responsibilities to his ward, take care about her growth and education. Many people in Hertfordshire depend on him and respect to him. That is made him to be the man that people keep their trust and belief in him.
It burdened him, for someone who has become a guide to trust and belief, he has to look as a good man. He got pressure for his responsibility to the people and his ward. Because of this condition, he created a fictional brother named Ernest that lives in town. It is his excuse to disappear from Hertfordshire and going to town to escape from his responsibilities. Thus, when he said that he would go to town, people believe that he would visit his brother Ernest. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Jack. My dear Algy, I don’t know whether you will be able to understand my real motives. You are hardly serious enough. When one is placed in the position of guardian, one has to adopt a very high moral tone on all subjects. It’s one duty to do so. And as a high moral tone can hardly be said to conduce very much either ones health or ones happiness, in order to get up to town I have always pretended to have a younger brother of the name of Ernest, who lives in the Albany, and gets into the most dreadful scrapes. That, my dear Algy, is the whole truth pure and simple.” (Quote. 83)
In the quotation above, he used his alter-ego Ernest to keep his honorable image intact. Ernest enables Jack to escaped the boundaries of his real life and act as he would not dare to under his real identity. Ernest provides a convenient excuse and disguise for Jack, and Jack feels no regret about invoking Ernest whenever necessary. 

Jack Worthing has conflict against his own feeling again in Scene I when he concerned that his real identity as Jack Worthing would be revealed by his girl Gwendolen Fairfax. 

Conflict that happened between Jack and Gwendolen, when she said that she only wants to be married with someone name Ernest and her obsession with name Ernest. He felt scare that someday Gwendolen would know who he really is, because if she knew it, she would never accept him to be her boyfriend and their engagement would be invalid. He concealed his fear, and try to ask Gwendolen carefully. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Jack. But you don’t really mean to say that you couldn’t if my name wasn’t Ernest?”

“Gwendolen. But your name is Ernest.”

“Jack. Yes, I know it is. But supposing it was something else? Do you mean to say you couldn’t love me then?” (Quote. 146-148)
“Jack. Well, really, Gwendolen, I must say that I think there are lots of other mush nicer names. I think Jack,for instance, a charming name.” (Quote. 152)
From the quotation above, it is shown that Jack tried to lead the reaction of Gwendolen what if his name was not Ernest. Gwendolen’s obsession with name of Ernest became a problem to consider. It made him anxious and concerned that his real identity would be revealed by her. Because he loved her so much. Jack has used Ernest as an escape from real life, but Gwendolen’s fixation on the name of Ernest obligated him to embrace his deception in order to pursue the real life he desired. 
4.3.2 The Conflicts of Man against Man
Conflicts of man against man happened between characters in the drama. First conflict is between Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff. External conflict experienced when Algernon and Jack involved in conversation at Algernon’s house at Scene I. Algernon were doubtful that Jack has lived a double life when he found Jack’s cigarette that he left in Algernon’s house when they were having dine together. The inscription is from someone named Cecily and she has written “From little Cecily, with her fondest love to her dear uncle Jack”. As Algernon knew that his real name was Ernest. He tried to explain that Cecily is his aunt, but Algernon did not believe it. 

“Algernon. Yes, but why does your aunt call you her uncle?? From little Cecily, with her fondest love to her dear Uncle Jack. There is no objection, I admit, to an aunt being a small, aunt, no matter what her size may be, should call her own nephew her uncle, I can quite make out. Besides, your name isn’t Jack at all; it is Ernest.” (Quote. 68)
This conflict made him confess his real identity to Algernon and explained about Cecily which has much interested in Jack’s created brother “Ernest”. 

Algernon realized that he is interested with Cecily and wanted to meet with her, but Jack forbade him. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Algernon. Where in that place in the country, by the 
Way?”
“Jack. That is nothing to you, dear boy. You are not going to be invited…I may tell you candidly that the place is not in Shropshire.” (Quote. 80-81)
In the quotation above shows that how Jack was upset when Algernon asked about his adress in the country in order to meet with Cecily. Then he forbade Algernon to visit his place in the country. 

Algernon did not worry when Jack forbade him to meet Cecily because he accidentally heard when Gwendolen were asking Jack’s address in the country. Then Algernon wrote down that address and checked a train timetable.  

Conflict between Jack and Algernon continuous in Scene II, when Jack found that Algernon was pretend to be Ernest and visited Cecily in Jack’s house. Meanwhile, he has decided to kill his created brother Ernest, arrived home in deep mourning and told the story about Ernest died suddenly in Paris. He was upset find that Algernon disguising as Ernest. While he aimed to christen himself to be Ernest in the afternoon. 
“Jack. Your vanity is ridiculous, your conduct an outrage, and your presence in my garden utterly absurd. However, you have got to catch the four-five, and I hope you will have a pleasant journey back to town. This Bunburying, as you call it, has not been a great success for you.”    

“Algernon. I think it has been a great success. I’m in love with Cecily, and that is everything.” (Quote. 483-484)
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Jack disliked the presence of Algernon in his house, and persisted to sent him home. He was really upset that his plan disorder. But due to Cecily’s request to make Algernon stay in her house. 
The conflict between Jack Worthing and Gwendolen Fairfax was about her desires to be married with someone named Ernest, which she believes it is Jack’s real name. He became afraid when he knew that she did not have desire to get married with the other man except the man with name Ernest.

He once asked her would she could still love him if his name was not Ernest, but what if it is Jack (his real name). But she thought that name was not as elegant as Ernest. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Gwendolen. Jack?.. No, there is very little music in the name Jack, if any at all, indeed. It does not thrill. It produces absolutely no vibrations.. I have known several Jacks, and they all, without exception, were more than usually plain. Besides, Jack is a notorious domesticity for John! And I pity any woman who is married to man called John. She would probably never be allowed to know the entrancing pleasure of a single moment’s solitude. The only really safe name is Ernest.” (Quote. 153)
From the quotation above, it shows that Gwendolen is really like the name of Ernest, and dislike the name of Jack which the real name of Jack. Means that if Jack tell her the truth that the name of Jack belongs to him, she probably would not be in love with him and their engaged would be invalid. Jack feel so worry and concern, then decide not to tell her about his real identity.
The next conflict is between Jack and Lady Bracknell that is Gwendolen’s mother, a woman he loves. Jack’s conflict toward Lady Bracknell was about Jack’s origin. Lady Bracknell knew that her daughter was proposed by Jack without her consent. However, with or without her consent she disagreed that her daughter would be engage with Jack, someone she did not know very well, so she refused Jack’s proposal to Gwendolen. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Lady Bracknell. Pardon me, you are not engaged to anyone. When you do become engaged to someone, I, or your father should his health permit him, will inform you of the fact. An engagement should come on a young girl as a surprise, pleasant or unpleasant, as the case maybe. It is hardly a matter that she could be allowed to arrange for herself… And now I have a few questions to put you, Mr. Worthing. While I am making these inquiries, you, Gwendolen, will wait for me below in the carriage.” (Quote. 172)
In the quotation above, it shows that Lady Bracknell made a statement that her daughter were not engaged to Jack, she disagreed that Jack proposed her daughter in common way, while she thought that if someone would propose his girl, must have allowance from her parents. It showed that she is a high class woman that has desire that her daughter will be do the same like her, married with the eligible man, not Jack with unidentified background. 
In Scene III, conflict between Jack and Lady Bracknell occurred. When she came to Jack’s house in order to look for Gwendolen. She is surprised to find that Gwendolen informed her engagement to Jack and the engagement between her nephew, Algernon with Cecily. At the beginning, she doubted Cecily’origin as she did to Jack, but when she found that Cecily is an heiress of Mr. Cardew’s wealth. She gave her consent to the marriage of Algernon and Cecily. But Jack refused to gave his consent since he is Cecily’s guardian, and Cecily cannot be married without his consent. It is shown in the quotation below:
“Lady Bracknell. My dear Mr. Worthing, as Miss Cardew states positively that she cannot wait till she is thirty five, a remark which I am bound to say seems to me to show a somewhat impatient nature, I would beg of you to reconsider your decision.
“Jack. 
But my dear Lady Bracknell, the matter is entirely in your own hands. The moment you consent to my marriage with Gwendolen, I will most gladly allow your nephew to form an alliance with my ward. (Quote 801-802)
The conflict also occurred between Gwendolen Fairfax and Cecily Cardew. It is happened when Gwendolen visited Jack’s house to meet with him. They were misunderstanding each other.
Gwendolen is disconcerted hear Cecily confessed as Mr. Worthing’s ward as Ernest has never mentioned he has a ward. Cecily explained that her guardian is not Mr. Ernest Worthing but his brother Jack. Gwendolen asked if she was sure, and Cecily reassured her, in fact, she is engaged to be married to Ernest Worthing. Gwendolen pointed out that was impossible as she herself is engaged to Ernest Worthing. The tea party turned into a kind of  fight in which the two women insulted one another with greatest politeness. It is shown in the quotation below:

 “Cecily. [Rather shy and confidingly] Dearest Gwendolen, there is no reason why I should make a secret of it to you. Our little county newspaper is sure to chronicle the fact next week. Mr. Ernest Worthing and I are engaged to be married” 
“Gwendolen. [Quite politely, rising.] My darling Cecily, I think there must be some slight error. Mr. Ernest Worthing is engaged to me. The announcement will appear in the Morning Post on Saturday at the latest.”
“Cecily. [Very politely, rising.] I am afraid you must be under some misconception. Ernest proposed to me exactly ten minutes ago. [Show diary.]
“Gwendolen. [Examines diary through her lorgnette carefully.] it is certainly very curious, for he asked me to be his wife yesterday afternoon at 5.30. if you would care to verify the incident, pray do so. [Produces diary of her own.] I never travel without my diary. One should always have something sensational to read in the train. I am so sorry, dear Cecily, if it is any disappointment to you, but I am afraid I have the prior claim.” (Quote. 588-591)
The quotations above show that Gwendolen and Cecily misunderstood and fought each other to defend that one of them was right. Gwendolen thought that her lover Jack, that she known as Ernest, engaged to be married with Cecily. Whereas Cecily thought that Algernon, as she also known as Ernest, engaged to be marry with Gwendolen. This conflict indicated to the revelation of Jack and Algernon that pretend to be Ernest.
At the end, the conflict is occurred between Lady Bracknell and Miss Prism, Cecily’s governess in Scene III. She is surprised when hearing the name of Miss Prism when Dr. Chasuble mentioned it to tell that the christening ceremony was ready. Then she started and asked to meet with Miss Prism. After both of them are met, Miss Prism cought sight of her, she accused Miss Prism of kidnapping a baby boy from her house 28 years ago. Consider the following quotation:
“Lady Bracknell. [In a severe, judicial voice.] Prism! [Miss Prism bows her head in shame.] Come here, prism! [Miss Prism approaches in a humble manner.] Prism! Where is the baby? [General consternation. Canon stars back in horror. Algernon and Jack pretended to be anxious to shield Cecily and Gwendolen from hearing the details of a terrible public scandal.] Twenty-eight years ago, prism, you left Lord Bracknell’s house, number 104, Upper Grosvenor Street, in charge of a perambulator that contained a baby male sex. You never returned. A few weeks later, through the elaborate investigations of the Metropolitan police, the perambulator  was discovered at midnight , standing by itself in a remote corner of Bayswater. It contained the manuscript of a three-volume novel of more than usually revolting sentimentally. [Miss Prism starts in involuntary indignation.] but the baby was not there! [Everyone looks at Miss Prism.] Prism! Where is that baby?” (Quote. 823)
But Miss Prism demanded to know where the baby was. She confessed the she lost the baby, she placed it in a handbag in which she meant to place the manuscript for a novel she had written and left it in the cloakroom of a railway station. Knowing that, Jack then asked about further detail of the handbag and returned in several minutes with a handbag. When Miss Prism assured that the handbag is hers, he thought that Miss Prism is his mother. But then she explained that Jack is the legitimate child of Lady Bracknell’s sister, and he was named after his father whose name is “Ernest John”. 
4.4 The Plot Development
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The conflict of Jack against himself is shown at the beginning of the story. The profile of Jack Worthing, a guardian to Mr. Cardew’s granddaughter, responsible and respectable young man who leads a double life by creating a fictional brother named Ernest who lives in town, in order that he could escape to town, do things he wants to do. His motivation was not only running away from the responsibilities to the people in the country, but also in order that he could meet his girlfriend Gwendolen. Jack was never realize that his wrongdoing by creating Ernest would become trouble and created conflict inside him. He was frightened by his own fear, he became uneasy to tell a lie but he also afraid that what if he was not Ernest.  

In the complication, the series of conflicts appeared. The first is conflict between Jack and Algernon made Jack’s identity as Ernest is revealed because of the cigarette case that he left when they were having dined together. He confessed that his name was not really Ernest and explained about the cigarette case that he got from Cecily, his pretty young ward. The second is conflict that Jack faced against Gwendolen. Gwendolen’s obsession in the name of Ernest haunted Jack that she would throw him away if he was not Ernest. His disappointment became greater when his proposal to Gwendolen is refused by Lady Bracknell because Lady Bracknell thought that Jack was not an eligible man for her daughter. Moreover, he told about his status as an adopted son of the late Mr.Cardew. The tension was increase when Jack found that Algernon pretended to be Ernest at his house and met Cecily. 

The conflicts rose up to the climax when conflict between Gwendolen and Cecily occurred at Manor House. These two young ladies were having confrontation about who was engaged to Ernest. Gwendolen then discovered that Jack was not really Ernest and he has been lying to her all this time.

The resolution of the problem was indicated by the request of Jack asking for forgiveness and told that his reason for being Ernest all this time was that he could meet and to be married with her. Accepting Jack’s motivation, she forgave him and made an engagement. 

The Exposition I was indicated by the arrival of Lady Bracknell to the manor House, in order to found Gwendolen after bribing her maid to reveal Gwendolen’s destination. She confused to find that her daughter and her nephew was there and showed a happiness.

Lady Bracknell was informed by Gwendolen that she is engaged to Jack and Algernon also told Lady Bracknell that he is engaged to Cecily. Lady Bracknell rejected their engagement because she still concerned about Jack’s origin and also concerned about Cecily’s origin due to her relationship with Jack. But after hearing the information that Cecily is actually a heiress of Mr.Cardew’s wealth, she gave her consent to the engagement between Algernon and Cecily. Jack refused her offer as he is Cecily’s guardian. He did not want to give his consent until Lady Bracknell gave her consent to the engagement between Gwendolen and himself. Lady Bracknell became upset and asked Gwendolen to leave the house. But when they were about to leave the house, Dr. Chasuble informed that the ceremony for christening was ready and said that Miss Prism was waiting at the rectory. Hearing that name, Lady Bracknell asked Dr.Chasuble to send Miss Prism to her. When they met, suddenly Lady Bracknell became irritate and accused Miss Prism for kidnapping a baby of her sister twenty eight years ago. 

The climax was indicated by the revelation of Jack’s real identity. He is the son of Lady Bracknell’s sister and the older brother of Algernon. He was the baby that lost twenty eight years ago. And he found that he was named after his father name “Ernest”. The story ended with denouement that Jack realized the importance of being earnest. 
4.5  The Influence of Conflicts to the Plot
Plot is the reflection, consist of the movement of character’s behavior to act, think, feel and behave in facing all kinds of problem in life. The event, action, or behavior of human’s life is like a plot in exceptional, contain of conflict element, related each other, and the important thing is interesting to narrated and because of it is dramatic. (Nurgiyantoro, 1995:114).

The event and conflict usually related each other, enable to caused one and another. There are some events which able to cause the conflict. On the other hand, because of conflict occurred, the other events will be able to appeared.

Conflict, of course will relate to the developing of plot. Plot will be determinate by the shape and the content of conflict also the material of conflict that is shown in the story. (in Dini, 2009:37). Conflicts appeared from the beginning of the story, these conflicts influenced the development of plot, until made the climax of the story.

From the conflicts that have been analyzed by the writer, some conflicts caused the other events appeared and influenced the behavior of the characters in acting, thinking, and behaving in their lives. All of conflicts occurred leads to the structure of plot in the play and led to the revelation of  Jack’s origin. 

Beginning with the conflict Jack against himself. The way people respect to him and some duties that given to him, burdened and influenced his mind, made him decided to create a fictional brother named Ernest who lives in town, Ernest become his excuse for leaving the country, ran from duty and responsibilities to have relaxation and do what he wants in town. Jack used his alter ego Ernest to keep his honorable intact. He wanted to be seen as upright and moral, but he did not care what lies he told in order to be able to acted misbehave. The internal conflict that faced by Jack induced his mind and emotion. All this time he has been lying to people around him and her girlfriend Gwendolen. He became afraid what if he was not Ernest, and what if someday Gwendolen knew about his real identity as Jack, this anxiety was always haunted him, which then made him decide to vanish Ernest. He made mistake for not being earnest, created several conflicts to other characters.
In the town, Jack has a friend whose name is Algernon also fell in love with Algernon’s cousin, Gwendolen fairfax. Certainty, both of them known Jack as Ernest. At that time, Jack came to town to propose the woman he loves, Gwendolen Fairfax. But he faced some obstacles to his romantic with Gwendolen, one was with Gwendolen’s mother that is Lady Bracknell, who objected to what she refers to as Jack’s origin or his inability to define his family background. Another obstacle was Gwendolen’s obsession with the name Ernest, since she does not know Jack’s real name. This made the conflict against himself, he concerned about his identity would be revealed by his girl. It caused him decided to vanish his created brother Ernest and made a plan for christening of his name become Ernest. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Jack. I’m not a Bunburyist at all. If Gwendolen accepts me, I am going to kill my brother, indeed I think I’ll kill him in any case. Cecily is a little too much interested in him. It’s rather too bore. So I am going to get rid of Ernest.” (Quote.93)

In the quotation above, it shows that the anxiety of Jack if Gwendolen knows the truth that he is not Ernest made he decided to vanish Ernest in any case. 
Jack’s conflicts toward Algernon, Lady Bracknell and Gwendolen caused the complication of the play. Tension is built through a series of complication. Gwendolen’s obsession with a name of Ernest disturbed him. What if someday she will know that his real name was not Ernest? His anxiety made him to vanish his created brother and christened himself as Ernest. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Jack. Oh, before the end of the week I shall have got rid of him. I’ll say he died in Paris of apoplexy. Lots of people die of apoplexy, quite suddenly, don’t they?”(Quote. 241)

From the quotation above, it shows Jack’s reaction from Gwendolen’s obsession and his anxiety that his identity would be revealed, he decided to vanish Ernest by saying that he died in Paris.
When the conflict between Jack and Algernon arose Jack forbids Algernon to meet Cecily at his house in the country. This situation made Algernon pretending to be Jack’s brother in town, Ernest. When Algernon met Cecily, she was very welcome and they fell in love each other. Unfortunately, because of Algernon’s undercover, Jack that has decided to vanish Ernest and had an appointment with Dr. Chasuble, a rector in his estate to christen his name cancelled his plan. He was very upset because Algernon pretend to be Ernest. He has to go along with this condition because if he did not, his own lies and deceptions would be revealed. Jack tried to send Algernon home. But Cecily would not let it happen. She asked Algernon to stay and do not worry about Jack.

Situation was getting worse when Gwendolen came to the country and wanted to meet Jack. This is caused the conflict between Gwendolen and Cecily. At Manor House, she was welcomed by Cecily. Cecily, who has no idea who Gwendolen is, while she has no idea too who Cecily is. During the conversation, she is disconcerted to hear that Cecily is “Mr. Worthing ward” as Ernest never mentioned having a ward. Then Cecily explained that her guardian is not Mr. Ernest Worthing but Ernest’s brother, Jack. She reassured Gwendolen because, in fact, she is engaged to be married with Ernest Worthing. Gwendolen pointed out that is not possible as she is engaged to Ernest Worthing too.

Toward this confrontation, the climax of the story arose and the real identity of Jack is revealed by Gwendolen, and the undercover of Algernon as Ernest is also revealed. Gwendolen is very upset, but then she forgave him because his excuse to do that is in order that he could meet with Gwendolen. And he decided to christen his name to be Ernest as the resolution to that condition, so that he would become the real Ernest. It is shown in the quotation below:

“ Our Christian name! Is that all? But we are going to be christened this afternoon.” (Quote. 727)
In the quotation above, shows that both Jack and Algernon decided to christen his name. The conflicts of Jack against Algernon and Gwendolen leads to the revelation of Jack as Ernest. Conflict between himself and Algernon made Algernon pretend to be Ernest and his plan to vanish his brother are cancelled. Moreover Gwendolen came and finally knew that he is not Ernest but then he decided to christen his name. 
Subplot, as its name is the part of main plot. It is contain the second story that has function to clarify and support the effect of whole story. The internal conflict that Jack faced were about how he was afraid that he was not Ernest and his anxiety that his real identity as Jack would be revealed. He has been lying to the people around him. Being an adopted son of Mr.Cardew obviously made him wondering who his parents are. In the end of the story, Jack’s origin is revealed through Lady Bracknell and Miss Prism explanation. 
Lady Bracknell came to the Manor House after bribing the Gwendolen’s maid about her destination to the country, she found her daughter and her nephew in there and tried to bring her home. Jack and Lady Bracknell were having debate that Jack would give his consent for Cecily to be engaged with Algernon if she gave her consent for marrying her daughter. But Lady Bracknell refused Jack’s offer and asked Gwendolen once again to leave that place.

The climax of the story rose up again when the conflict between Lady Bracknell and Miss Prism occurred. Before Lady Bracknell and Gwendolen could leave, however, Dr. Chasuble arrived to announce that everything was ready for christenings. But Jack explained that he and Algernon no longer need the christenings immediately and suggests that the ceremonies be postponed. Dr. Chasuble prepared to withdraw, explained that Miss.Prism was waiting for him back at the rectory. At the sound of Miss. Prism’s name, Lady Bracknell surprised. She started to ask a number of questions about Miss. Prism and demand to sent Miss. Prism to herself.

When Miss. Prism sees Lady Bracknell, she begins behaving in a frightened. Lady Bracknell asked her severally about the baby that she was supposed to have taken for twenty eight years ago. She explained that she did not know certainly information about the baby. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Miss Prism. Lady Bracknell. I admit with shame that I do not know. I only wish I did. The plain facts of the case are these. On the morning of the day you mention, a day that is for ever branded on my memory, I prepared as usual to take the baby out on its perambulator. I had also with me a somewhat old, but capacious hand-bag in which I had intended to place the manuscript of a work of fiction that I had written during my few unoccupied hours. In a moment of mental abstraction, for which I never can forgive myself, I deposited the manuscript in the bassinette and placed the baby in the hand-bag.” (Quote. 824)
In the quotation above, it shows that on the day she left the house with both the baby in a handbag containing a novel she had been working on, but at some points she was confused, between placing the manuscripts in the carriage an the baby in the handbag.

Then Jack joined the discussion, asked Miss. Prism for further details. He excused himself and hurried offstage, then entered with a handbag. He presented the handbag to Miss. Prism. She looked at the handbag carefully before acknowledging that was the handbag she mislaid. She expressed delight at having it back after several years.

Finally, the real identity of Jack is revealed, that in fact Jack is the son of  Lady Bracknell’s sister and that he is Algernon’s older brother. He was christened after his father name whose name is Ernest John. Jack realized his mistakes. It is shown in the quotation below:

“Jack. Gwendolen, it is a terrible thing for a man to find out suddenly that all his life he has been speaking nothing but the truth. Can you forgive me?” (Quote870). )

“Jack. On the contrary, Aunt Augusta, I’ve now realized for the first time in my life the vital Importance of Being Earnest.” (Quote. 878)

In the quotation above, Jack realized that all this time he has been telling the truth without he knows that, his real name was Ernest. He also realized how importance to be honest and morality.
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