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ABSTRACT 

The thesis entitled UKM argUMent ( A Debate Club at The University of 

Mataram) : Student’s Perceptions and Expectations was written; a) to find out 

English learning programs provided by UKM argUMent; b) to find out students' 

perception in UKM argUMent program: c) to find out students' expectation towards 

UKM argUMent programs in improving their skill. This study used descriptive method. 

The sampling technique was random sampling which consisted of 31 students of 

University of Mataram who come from different major. Then, the data were collected 

by observation, questionnaire distribution and interview. This study found that UKM 

argUMent maintained many activities to improve English and personal skill. In 

addition, the result of this study exposed that large number of students indicated 

satisfaction towards student activities in UKM argUMent. It created and maintained 

strong English environment which enable students to employ English continuously. 

Then, UKM argUMent also  built high motivation learning atmosphere to get more 

achievement as well as academic and non-academic experience in campus life. 

Moreover, the students also approved that UKM argUMent have significant influence 

on students‟ interest and skills. Furthermore, the students showed interest in learning 

specific English skill and were supposed to have opportunity to evolve working skill for 

future job. However, students perceived that many programs caused the implementation 

of some program not run well. They supposed UKM argUMent maximalize the 

implementation of English activities to lead them mastering English. 

Keywords :UKM argUMent, Club Program, Students’ Perception, Expectation 
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1.The Background of Study 

UKM  argUMent is one of extra-curricular activities in the University of 

Mataram which focuses on English debate and English lesson. As an extracurricular 

activity, UKM argUMent provides opportunity for students to prepare for profession or 

occupation. UKM argUMent is aimed at upgrading the students‟ academic and interest 

especially in English. It is due to the fact that having good competence and performance 

of English language is very important for students„ success to support their career in the 

job world  ( cited in Sinaga, 2010 in Yanti  2016).  

As a student organization, UKM argUMent also facilitates students to get 

acquainted with campus life and also enhances intellectual development. It relates to the 

student organization function as social opportunities for students to network on college 

campuses and also to serve as a significant link for students to colleges or universities 

experiences (Kuh & Banning, 2010). In UKM argUMent the students learn about 

English and English debate as well as holds workshop, seminar, debate, and English 

competition. Moreover, UKM argUMent creates opportunity for the members to gain 

lots of achievements and acknowledgments at regional, national, and international level.  

Since it has been founded, the number of UKM argUMent‟s member has 

increased rapidly. In 2010, it was noted that  there were 50 students who joined 

argUMent .Then, in 2017 there were around 800 students who join argUMent. Based on 

explanation above, this study is designed to find out; 1)  UKM argUMent program, 2) 

Students‟ perception towards UKM argUMent program, 3) Students' expectation 

towards the program in improving skills. 

2. Review of Related Literature 

2.1 Definition of Extra-curricular activities 

Extra-curricular activities are students‟ activity after school including academic 

a non-academic activity which help them improve their skill and interest. Eccels, et al. 

2003, stated that extracurricular activities are student experiences that are not included 

in the educational curriculum. These activities are significant part of education. In 

addition, Bartkus et al. (2012) stated that extracurricular activities as academic or non-

academic activities are conducted under the auspices of the school but happen outside of 

regular classroom time and are not part of the curriculum.  

The extracurricular activities program balanced program by reinforcing learning, 

supplementing the required and elective curriculum, integrating knowledge, carrying 

out the objectives of democratic life (Lunenberg, 2010). Developing students‟ 

communicative competence and perception of life can be obtainable with learning 

process and experiences from activities they are enrolled in. Furthermore, Tenhouse 

(2003) adds that extracurricular activities are good opportunities for students to achieve 

their curricular goals. Students discover and develop their skills through these activities 
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for achievement. They are as part of modules to develop students‟ mentality, sociality 

and moral values. 

 The most popular kind of ECAs  were debate societies that commonly discussed 

moral issues and interpretations of literary works thus helping students to improve their 

writing abilities, literary criticism abilities, and reading skills. These societies provided 

students with a place for reading and discussing works that fell outside of the 19th 

century college curriculum (Church & Sedlak, 1976), they also fostered social 

interaction and leadership (Chapin, 1931). In addition, they were a venue for literary 

education, practicing writing skills, communicating and thinking.  

2.1.2 The role of extra-curricular activities for students 

Extra-curricular activities  plays a role in building instrumental motivation, i.e., 

the aim to obtain something practical and useful for future career or personal life 

(Hudson, 2000). Social skills development along with language skills enhancement in 

the process of ECAs can help the participants to change their lives, or get better chances 

to succeed in life (cited in Hashi, 2001 in Reeva, 2012). Moreover, extracurricular 

activities will raise aspirations of students and create a positive bond between students 

and school. When students are positively connected to their schools, they will have 

confidence for a better perception of knowledge that will lead to efficiency in learning. 

Survey data from one report showed that students felt that hobbies and social 

engagements were the most beneficial to their academic performance. Being part of a 

group can improve student self-esteem and confidence which in turn can help them 

commit more fully to their studies. 

Then, extracurricular activities will help students build good relationships 

among peers; therefore, when students participate in these activities, their classroom 

engagement increases. Research has shown that students who make lots of friends at 

university are far more likely to stick with their studies, and the friendships you make 

could give you useful contacts and support once you‟re in employment. University is 

often a great opportunity to join clubs and societies and meet a wide range of people. 

(cited in Stuart et.al.(2009).ppl123-139 in Eccels 2003). Furthermore, extracurricular 

activities will provide students practice environments, and these practice opportunities 

will enable students to gain confidence (Eccles, 2003). Students will stand a better 

chance of displaying their skills and abilities in a confident classroom practice. 

In addition, extracurricular activities also give contribution to student in 

improving skills for their future career. One study conducted in Russia showed that 

language related extra-curricular work in university environment increased 

communicative skills of students and had a positive effect on their self-confidence 

(Druzhinina, 2009). It is important to develop a variety of skills for both communicating 

to other and learning how to interpret the information received from others. Knowing 

our audience and understanding how they need to receive information is equally 

important as knowing ourselves. To an employer, communication skills are essential. 

According to a 2010 survey conducted by the National Association of College and 
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Employers, communication skills are ranked first among a job candidate‟s “must have” 

skill and qualities.  

Being in extracurricular activities or student organizations make students 

involved in collaborative learning and teamwork. The ability to work as a part of team 

is also one of the most important skills in today‟s job market. Teamwork activities such 

as meeting together to discuss ideas or collaborating information to contribute to a 

project require both verbal and written communication skills. Team brings people 

together from different backgrounds and levels of experience which can help in creating 

optimal solutions. The students can build maintain their relationship with team members 

which can help them more confidence. 

2.1.3 The importance  of participating in  Extra-curricular activities 

Extracurricular activities (ECA) have become an important component of 

students‟ school life. Participating in extra-curricular activity or students organization 

provides skills and professional knowledge which are the basic tools needed to enhance 

their employability throughout their career.  Student participation means the amount of 

energy and the time spent by a student in activities and programs in colleges and 

universities (Astin, 1984). Students through formal and informal interaction between 

their experiences may gain a greater understanding of the conceptual theme that 

compliments to their learning experience. 

Participation in clubs and organizations positively relates to the development of 

competencies, mature interpersonal relationship, cultural participation, career planning, 

life management and educational involvement (Foubert, & Grainger, 2006). 

Participation in student organizations also heightens leadership skills which enable 

students to discover their goals and objectives and to distinguish phases for the 

achievement of these goals (Montelongo, 2002). College and university students also 

have the ability to think for themselves, expose their thoughts to criticism of others and 

test their reasoning against new information and unexpected ideas through arguments, 

dialogue and discussion (Bok, 2006). Participation in student organizations provides 

students with crucial competencies and skills that will develop them both personally and 

professionally.  

Debate club, known as the most popular extracurricular activities helps student in 

improving their problem-solving and critical thinking skills. Problem solving 

competency is a central objective within the educational programs of many countries. 

The acquisition of increased levels of problem solving competency provides a basis for 

future learning, for effective participation in society and for conducting personal 

activities. Furthermore, the favorable outcomes of debates observed by the researcher 

included collaborative learning and higher order thinking. Most students are highly 

satisfied with the debate process and feel that the debates increase their critical-thinking 

skills.  

Brown (n.d.) stated that some of the signs of a good extracurricular program are 

that participants feel like they are part of a group or something special, and they have 
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the opportunity to develop relationships with adults and pro-social peers. The program 

should have goals that encourage youth and staff to achieve great things, while 

encouraging young people to take on leadership roles. However, the most important 

point overall of these is that the activity should be fun and attractive for youth (Brown, 

n.d.). Often the only way to determine if these needs are being met is to talk to the youth 

participants themselves. They should have a say in how a program is conducted and 

organized to determine if it is meeting their expectations. 

3. Research Method 

This study focuses on describing UKM argUMent programs and students' 

perceptions and expectations toward those programs. The  ssample of this study was 31 

from 309 the second-year students of the University of Mataram who join UKM 

argUMent. In collecting the data the researcher used observation, questionnairre, and 

interview. The data were anaylized qualitatively. The data from close-ended 

questionnaire was analyzed by calculating the mean score of each item to find out the 

percentage of students‟ response. Then, the data from open-ended questionnaire were 

transcribed into draft. It is noted that only selected key words ( those related to the focus 

of the study) were transcribed and analyzed. Lastly, the data from  interview were 

transcribed to find some more specific detailed information, which could not be 

obtained from the questionnaire solely. The selected key words and phrase that related 

to students‟ perception and expectation  are described and discussed. 

4. Findings and Dsicussions  

4.1 Findings 

4.1.1 The Result of Observation 

The observation was conducted to answer the first research question that is the 

program provided by UKM argUMent as follows: 

1. English Debate Class (EDC)  

UKM argUMent provides the Debate class where the members 

will practice debate once a week.  

2. Intensive English Course (IEC) 

IEC class is provided to facilitate students who want to improve 

their general English skill. The members practice English in general, 

either in the form of conversations, discussions, or presentations. They 

have regular meeting once a week. 

3. argUMent Day 

argUMent Day aims to create English environment in Mataram 

University. The students need to speak English on Monday, Wednesday, 

and Saturday. This program gives an opportunity to the students to have 

more exposure in using English. 
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4. Weekly Vocabularies and Quotes 

This program aims to enrich students vocabulary including idiom, 

collocation, and two-three parts verb. This program is conducted by 

sharing vocabulary list via social media such as Facebook, WhatsApp, 

Instagram, SMS, and Line. 

5. Unram English Festival (UEFest) 

UEFest is platform for Mataram University student to involve in 

English competition like debate, speech, broadcasting, essay, and paper 

presentation. 

6. Argument Debating Championship (ADC) 

ADC is debate competition where the participant comes from 

Bali and Nusa Tenggara region. The participants are senior high school 

student and university student. 

7. Training for Competition 

This program aims to help the students in preparing for 

competition such as debate, writing scientific paper, essay presentations, 

and speech.   

8. Organization Management Training (OMT) 

OMT is an internal event which provides to facilitate the 

members with the knowledge in conducting an event, managing time, 

and extend their leadership skill 

4.1.2 The Result of Questionnaire 

The questionnaire was distributed on 1st-5th of August 2018 in the University of 

Mataram. Here are the results of the questionnaire: 

a. The first part of the questionnaire aims to clarify the result of observation in order to  

answer research question number one as follows : 

Table. 4.1 UKM argUMent Program 

 

First, the table explains that 96,77% of the students know about English Debate 

Class and 3.23% of  them do not. It exposes that English Debate Class is provided by 

UKM argUMent.  

 

 

 Next, as can be seen from the table that 30 from 31 students who join UKM 

argUMent claimed that Intensive English Course is one of UKM argUMent program. 

 

Type of Program Yes No 

English Debate Class 30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 

Type of Program Yes No 

Intensive English Course 30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 
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Then, the table also reveals that all of students know about Unram English 

Festival and 96,77% of them know about Argument Debating Championship . Those 

are English competitions held by UKM argUMent once a year. 

 

 

Moreover, it is can be implied from the table above that majority of the students 

realize argUMent English Day as one of UKM argUMent program and there is one 

student who don‟t. 

Furthermore, the table also exposes that 96,77% of the student admitted that 

UKM 

argUMent maintain Weekly Vocabulary and Qoute and only 3.23% do not have any 

idea about this program. 

 

 

Then, it is clear that the table displays that as much as 93,55% of the students 

know that UKM argUMent maintain Training for competition and 6,45% of are not sure 

about that program. 

 

 

Lastly, the table gives information that there 96,77% of the students claimed that 

UKM argUMent maintains Organization Management Training.  

Additionally, based on the open-ended questionnaire results, the researcher 

found that there are others program which provided by UKM argUMent. Those are 

divided into a) sharing, and social program such as Scholarship and Exchange Seminar, 

argUMent Bina Desa, Gathering for argUMent, and argUMent on Vacation; b) English 

program like Study Tour, English Fun Zone, and Online class; c) individual-

Type of Program Yes No 

Unram English Festival 31 

100% 

 

argUMent Debating Championship 30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 

Type of Program Yes No 

argUMent English Day 30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 

Type of Program Yes No 

Weekly Vocabulary and Qoute 30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 

Type of Program Yes No 

Training for competition (debate, 

writing, and speech) 

29 

93,55% 

2 

6,45% 

Type of Program Yes No 

Organization Management Training  

(leadership and time management ) 

30 

96,77% 

1 

3,23% 
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development program such as Academic and Leadership Coaching. All of those 

programs are arranged and organized systematically to lead the student into talents and 

preparation for future career. 

b. The second part of the questionnaire answer the research question number two 

The researcher found that the students perceive positive response as portrait in 

following table. 

Table 4.2 Students’ Perception of UKM argument 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

1. Place to improve English 

skill 

19 

61,29 % 

11 

35,48% 

1 

3.2 3% 

  

2.  Place to share knowledge 

relate to English ability 

23 

74,19 % 

8 

25,81% 

   

 

 In terms of English activity, the table reveals that most of the students agreed 

that UKM argUMent was a place to improve their English skill which the percentage of 

student who choose “strongly agree” is 61,29 % and “agree” is 35,48%. The next 

statement was about UKM argUMent as a place to share knowledge related to English 

ability which was acknowledged by 74,19 % of students who choose “strongly agree” 

on the questionnaire sheet.  

 

Next, the table illustrates that most of the student agreed that UKM argUMent 

provides opportunity to learn English debate with the percentage is 58,06%. It reveals 

that UKM argUMent not only facilitate students to widen debate skill but also create a 

chance to learn and know more about debate for those who haven‟t had debate skill. In 

short, the students show good perception towards UKM argUMent as English debate 

club. 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

3. Provides opportunity to 

train leadership skill  

19 

61,29 % 

11 

35,48% 

1 

3,23% 

  

6. Provides opportunity to 

collaborate and work in 

team. 

18 

58.06% 

12 

38.70% 

1 

3,22% 

  

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

5. Provides  opportunity to 

learn English debate 

18 

58,06% 

13 

41,93% 
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Then, it can be inferred from the table that a significant number of students 

agreed that UKM argUMent support them opportunity to organize an event where they 

can train leadership skill and experience work in team. 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

4.  Place to improve self-

confidence   

16 

51,61% 

13 

41,93% 

2 

6,45% 

  

 

The table also displays information that there was 51,61% of students who 

strongly agree and 41,93% of student who agree  that UKM argUMent helps students to 

improve self-confident . 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

7. Place to meet most 

experienced people and 

discuss 

14 

45.16% 

14 

45,16% 

3 

9,68% 

  

 

Next, it can be concluded from the table that 28 of 31 students claimed that 

UKM argUMent is give opportunity to meet and discuss with many experienced people. 

 

Moreover, the table illustrates that large number of students agreed that  UKM 

argUMent facilitate them with opportunity to attend English, exchange, and scholarship 

seminar.  

Lastly, additional information was identified from open-ended questionnaire. 

The students claimed that UKM argUMent is a student club which has friendly and fun 

learning atmosphere. They also perceived that UKM argUMent is place to meet senior, 

friend and alumni who share information and motivate to join competition, student 

exchnage, youth program and to get scholarship to study abroad. Hence, some of the 

students claimed that UKM argUMent a human resources organization which focus on 

empowering member. 

c. The third part of the questionnaire is purposed to strengthen student perception 

about UKM argUMent 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

8. Provides opportunity to join  

and English, exchange, and 

scholarship seminar 

22 

70,97 % 

7 

22,58% 

2 

6,45% 

  

9. Provides opportunity to 

organize and participate in 

English competition 

21 

67.74% 

10 

32,26% 
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This study represents the students‟ improvement after joining UKM argUMent. 

The students found that the have progress in English and individual development as 

displays in the following table. 

Table 4.3 Students’ improvement after joining UKM argUMent 

 

 

Based on the table we can see that nearly half of the students have significant 

change English skill. There are 38,71% of the student felt confident to speak English 

spontaneously and 51,61% of them felt development in their vocabulary. They found 

that they become more confident in speaking English and enrich their vocabulary. It can 

be inferred that student have significant English skill progress. 

 

 

The researcher also found that more than half of the students who join UKM 

argUMent become more confident to speak in front of people and have meaningful 

relationship with friends.  It can be implied that UKM argUMent has impact on 

students‟ personal development. 

 

It is interesting that the table above shows that there are 16 of 31 students who 

claimed that after joining UKM argUMent they have better GPA. It revealed that UKM 

argUMent have impact on student motivation towards studing. 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

10. I experienced significant 

change in English skill 

4 

12,90% 

18 

58,06% 

6 

19,35% 

3 

9,68% 

 

12. I am confident to speak 

English spontaneously 

5 

16,13% 

12 

38,71% 

13 

41,94% 

1 

3,23% 

 

15. I feel my vocabulary 

developing 

7 

22,58% 

16 

51.61% 

7 

22,58% 

1 

3,23% 

 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

11. I become confident to 

speak in front of people 

8 

25,81% 

17 

54,84% 

5 

16,13% 

1 

3,23% 

 

14. I can build good 

relationship with friends 

12 

38,71% 

10 

32,26% 

9 

29,03% 

  

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

13. I have better GPA 8 

25,81% 

8 

25,81% 

15 

48,39% 
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Then, the table also exposes that there are 38,71% of the student have 

experience in organizing event and 41,94% of them felt development in their critical 

thinking skill. It can be concluded that students have progress in term of interpersonal 

skill. 

Lastly, supporting data was established from open-ended questionnaire. The 

students found that they become more confident in socializing and expressing idea 

which lead them to build good relationship with people and friends. Furthermore, they 

also felt that through interacting with people who has different educational background 

they tend to be more open-minded and tolerance. In addition, by involvement in event 

organizing they became more responsible and better in managing time properly. Hence, 

they could balance academic and non-academic activity. 

d. The fourth part of suppose to answer the third research question 

 The questionnaire also employed to know students‟ expectation. The students 

expressed an interest in different types of activities. They wanted to develop public 

speaking skill, master advanced English test and skill and prepare for study abroad. The 

table below represents the result of the data relate to the students‟ expectation towards 

UKM argUMent. 

Table 4.4 Students’ expectation of UKM argUMent 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

18. UKM argUMent provides 

effective and interesting 

English material  

14 

45,16% 

14 

45,16% 

3 

9,68% 

  

 

It can be seen from the table that there were more than two fifths of students 

expect that UKM argUMent provides effective and interesting English material. They 

found that English material given by UKM argUMent was very basic while they need 

advanced English material. It was supported by additional information discover in open-

ended questionnaire. 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

19. UKM argUMent offers 19 10 2   

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

16. I can learn organizing 12 

38,71% 

12 

38,71% 

6 

19,35% 

1 

3,23% 

 

17. I feel my critical thinking 

skill developing 

9 

29,03% 

13 

41,94% 

9 

29,03% 
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more opportunity for 

learning TOEFL   

61,29 % 32,26% 6,45% 

 

 Then, the students also hope UKM argUMent provides more opportunity for 

learning TOEFL with the percentage is 61,29% . It is an urged for them for preparation 

entering job world where company, factory, and institution required the English 

proficiency test for eligible employee. 

No. Statement Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

20. UKM argUMent provides  

activities to develop skill 

and interest in future 

career. 

15 

48,39% 

14 

45,16% 

2 

6,45% 

  

 

 Furthermore, a large number of the students supposed UKM argUMent 

maintains activities to develop skill and interest in the future. There are 48.39% of 

students is strongly agree and 45.16% of students who is agree with statement. 

Lastly, it was discovered from open-ended questionnaire that a significant  

number of  student supposed UKM argUMent can reinforce English atmosphere among 

the members. It can be supported by maintain English Camp, optimalize the 

implementation of argUMent Day, English Fun Zone, and Intensive English Course.  

4.1.3 The Result of Interview 

 The first item of the interview asked about the students‟ opinion about UKM 

argUMent programs. Most of students believed that UKM argUMent program is useful 

and interesting. They stated that the English program is practical which they often 

practice English. They also claimed that the program provide collaborative and fun 

learning through discussion with tutors and friends. Then, two students think there are 

lots of programs which make the realization of some program didn‟t run well. Lastly, 

other student stated that the programs need innovation to make it more attractive and 

beneficial.  

 Secondly, the researcher found that a significant number of students are 

motivated to get high GPA and perform their best in class. They said that it because 

they find many friends who have high GPA in UKM argUMent. Then, others said that 

they are highly motivated to join debate, essay, and paper writing competition. They 

tried to join the competition even some of them became the winner. In addition, the 

students expressed that they are motivated to join students exchange and plan to study 

abroad. 

 Then, that the third item was about the impact of UKM argUMent on students‟ 

personality, self-development. The student found that she/he can manage time for 

college, family, friend and clubs so that can use their time effectively. The students 
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admitted that after joining UKM argUMent she/he became more confident, care and 

compassionate. They also claimed that she/he became open-minded in term of 

respecting different perspective and diversity among students. Those supported them in 

building and maintaining meaningful relationship among friends in order to expanding 

networking. 

Next, the students were asked about the impact of UKM argUMent program 

towards their interest and skill development. By joining UKM argUMent the students 

found their interest in English debate, public speaking and scientific paper writing 

competition. Then, the student claimed that by participating in UKM argUMent 

program she/he can enhance English skill especially speaking skill. Moreover, through 

discussion and debating students feel progress in presentation, expressing idea and 

critical thinking skill. Furthermore, students who experienced organizing event and 

competition felt improvement in communication, leadership, teamwork, problem 

solving, and time management skill. In short, participating in UKM argUMent progam 

gave significant impact student interest and personal skill development. 

The last item was about student expectation after joining UKM argUMent. Most 

of student asked to maximalize the realization of some English programs and the use of 

social media as platform for English learning and discussion. The student also expect 

the learn more about English proficiency test like TOEFL, English translation and 

English academic writing. The students also hope UKM argUMent can collaborate with 

Language center institution such English First. 

4.2 Discussions  

4.2.1 UKM argUMent’s  Programs 

UKM argUMent as extra-curricular activity and student organization should be 

acknowledged as a practical and valuable platform for students to enhance skill, talent 

and interest. In order to face this challenge, UKM argUMent accomplished programs 

which focus on English and individual development. English Fun Zone, Study Tour, 

Intensive English Course, and argUMent Day presents chance for students to practice 

English in authentic context and real life situation. Those programs were practical in 

improving student‟s English skills because students are given more exposure and many 

chances to use English. It makes them more confident to use English more often.  

Eccels (2004) cited that extra-curricular activities will provide students practice 

environments, and these practice opportunities will enable students to gain confidence.  

Compared to other English–based extracurricular activity in Universities around 

the world, UKM argUMent provides different program. Besides focusing on practicing 

debate and holding debating tournament, UKM argUMent also focuses on improving 

general English skill. It is due to the fact that English is a foreign language in Indonesia 

so large number of student still need enhance their English kill. On the other hand, in 

some English countries such as United Kingdom, United States, and Australia, the clubs 

focus on English debate and English creative writing. 
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Interestingly, UKM argUMent also facilitated programs relate to individual 

development which useful the student personal life, interest, and future job. Extra-

curricular activities  plays a role in building instrumental motivation, i.e., the aim to 

obtain something practical and useful for future career or personal life (Hudson, 2000). 

UKM argUMent gives  opportunity in experience and apply their skill to organize event 

through competition such as argUMent Debating Championship and Unram English 

Festival. These programs also became a platform for the student to maintain meaningful 

relationship among students, expand networking and develop their talent and interest. 

4.2.2 Students’ Perception about UKM argUMent Program 

Students indicated positive response with the activities and organization 

sponsored by UKM argUMent. Based on the finding, students perceived that UKM 

argUMent as place to enhance English skill. They were facilitated with English 

environment where they can practice English every day in their college life. They were 

also given English input through the use of social media daily and weekly. Hence, they 

found that UKM argUMent program is practical for improving their English skill, 

especially speaking. It was supported by the students‟ statement as follows: 

 “I felt I become more confident and open-minded. I felt strongly confident to 

speak English because I have much opportunity to use English with my 

friends, tutors and foreigner.” 

Participation in organizing and preparing event facilitates meaningful experience 

to collaborate and work in team. Through this involvement, the students also train 

leadership and time management skill. In addition, students also encourage to develop 

communication skill which emerged for their future career. Students gain substantive 

knowledge and understand the dimensions of a global perspective and development of 

interpersonal relationships through conversation with one another (Wilson, 1993). 

Better communication skills are ranked top of the list of necessary skills most 

organization would like to see among their employees (Bok, 2006).  

UKM argUMent also maintains activities that assist students widening interest 

and talent. Bok (2006) noted that colleges and universities have created opportunities 

for students to choose electives in their program of study so as to explore interests in 

intriguing subjects. Student involvement in UKM argUMent activity has lead them to 

find their interest and design their study plan. As discussed in the previous part after 

joining UKM argUMent, students enhance their interest in English, debate, paper 

writing and creative design. Then, according to the interview result the researchers also 

found that the participation in UKM argUMent influence student interest and study 

plan. After joining UKM argUMent, they started to interested in writing, public 

speaking, and poster design.  

 “In argUMent, we often speak English with friends, so I become more 

confident to speak English. I am not afraid of making mistakes because I 

know, I and my partner are learner who can give feedback to each other. I 

also find high curiosity about English and expressed it by asking my tutors 
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and seniors even my friends. In argUMent, we also practicing organizing 

event so at the same time we also implement the leadership skill. We also 

learn how to work in team and how to solve problem for the event. Then for 

the interest, I often attend seminar and talk show about study abroad 

scholarship, so I am interest in studying abroad.” 

 “My participation in UKM argUMent has big impact in developing my soft 

skill such as problem solving and time management. Moreover, I find my 

interest in creative poster design. Because, during the promotion period, I 

find that lots of creative and eye-catching poster needed and just few of 

student who can make it”. 

It created opportunity for students to share their similar or different professional 

interests thereby creating a greater chance for students to make accurate decisions.  

Interestingly, the students perceived that UKM argUMent is not only facilitates 

them with English activities but also many others activities relate to their self-

development. Moreover, they student also perceived that they can build and maintain 

meaningful relationship with friends and expand networking. As the student said "In my 

opinion, programs were provided by UKM argUMent is very useeul and interesting. It 

helps us improve our English skill in order to improve my individual-development”. In 

short, students‟ participation in UKM argUMent had impact to the student individual 

development. 

On the other hand, due to the fact that there were many programs maintain in 

UKM argUMent caused the implementation of some program not run well. It   was 

caused by the limited time during the preparation so the main goals of the program did 

not attain. Moreover, other student stated that the programs need innovation to make it 

more attractive and beneficial. It should be considered by UKM argUMent that 

maintaining high quality program is more necessary than providing many programs. 

4.2.3 Students’ expectation towards UKM argument 

Higher education experience is filled with growth and learning. Through 

participation in extra-curricular activities, students tested and explored their „place‟ in 

and around the campus community. They want to develop meaningful relationships 

with their peers, and find that a variety of events, organizations, and activities serve 

them well in widening interest, planning future study and pursuing job. The students 

expect UKM argUMent can assist them in preparing their future study and career. 

The result of this part of this study indicated that activities in UKM argUMent 

were beneficial for student. A large number of student felt that UKM argUMent 

program assist them in improving their English skill as well as interpersonal skill. UKM 

argUMent gave big contribution  in getting meaningful experience for students college 

life. They are expected that UKM argUMent maintain activity that can help them in 

widening interest and their future plan. 
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 5.Conclusions and Suggestions 

 Based on the finding and the discussion of this study, some conclusions can be 

drawn as the following: 

1. UKM argUMent is a student life program at the University of Mataram which 

maintain many activities in facilitating and encouraging its member to improve 

English and personal skill. There are English based program such as English 

Debate Class (EDC), Intensive English Course (IEC) , argUMent Day,  and 

Weekly Vocabularies and Quote, English Fun Zone, Study Tour, Study Tour, 

and Online Class. Then, there is English Competition such Unram English 

Festival (UEFest) and Argument Debating Championship. Furthermore, there is 

social program like argUMent Bina Desa, argUMent on Vacation Gathering for 

argUMent, and, Scholarship and Exchange Seminar. Lastly, there is personal 

skill program like Academic and Leadership Coaching, Training for 

Competition, and Organization Management Training. 

2. Most of students indicated satisfaction towards student activities in UKM 

argUMent. They perceived UKM argUMent has big implication to advance 

English skill and self-development. UKM argUMent creates and maintains 

strong English environment which enable student to employ English 

continously. In addition, UKM argUMent also build high motivation learning 

atmosphere to keep growing and get more academic and non-academic 

experience in campus life. Moreover, the students also approve that UKM 

argUMent have significant influence on student attention and skills. In a short 

conclusion, student indicated appreciative response towards UKM argUMent. 

3. It can be implied that UKM argUMent facilitate different programs from other 

English communities around the world. Those communities focus on English 

debating or English creative writing. On the other hand UKM argUMent not 

only focus on English debate but also focus on improve English as well as train 

individual skill. 

4. The students showed high expectation in learning specific English skill such as 

TOEFL, Academic Writing, and  English translation to widen English 

proficiency. They also supposed to have opportunity to evolve working skill for 

future job. Moreover, the students also insist on working with professional 

worker by expanding networking through collaboration with language center 

institute. 

 

Based on the result of this study, the researcher would like to suggest the next 

researcher to expand the scope of the research and use triangulation in order to gain 

more reliable and valid data relate to students involvement in English club and its 

impact towards English performance and competence. It is also recommended  that 

further researcher can explore the knowledge to enlarge their understanding about how 

students involvement in club activity influences students skill development.  
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