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ABSTRACT 

AN ANALYSIS OF CHARACTERIZATION OF MAIN CHARACTERS, 

PLOT STRUCTURE AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CONFLICTS IN THE NOVEL 

ENTITLED SENSE AND SENSIBILITY WRITTEN BY JANE AUSTEN AND 

ITS IMPLICATION TO CHARACTER EDUCATION AT SENIOR HIGH 

SCHOOL 

IkaAstiaWardani 

E1D013026 

 

This thesis entitled “An Analysis of Characterization of Main Characters, Plot 

structure and PsychologicalConflicts in the Novel Entitled Sense and Sensibility 

Written by Jane Austen and Its Implication to Character Education at Senior High 

School” was aimed to describe characterization of main characters, plot structure, and 

Psychological conflicts in the novel Sense and Sensibility and its implication to 

character education at senior high school viewed from structuralism theory. The data 

of this thesis were taken from novel Sense and Sensibility, some books and articles 

related to the topic. The method of data collection is Library research in form of 

documentation method. The results of this study are: (1) There are ten dispositional 

qualities seen from characterization of main characters: prudent, sympathetic, calm, 

polite, responsible, sensitive, enthusiastic, intolerant, honest, and reckless. (2) There 

are two kinds of method of characterization which are used by the author in the novel 

such as direct (expository method) and indirect (dramatic method) of characterization. 

Most kind of characterization used in this novel was indirect (dramatic method) of 

characterization. (3) Plot structure in the novel Sense and Sensibility using 

progressive plot thatconsist of five parts:  exposition, rising action, climax, falling 
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action and resolution. (4) There are two psychological conflicts occurs through the 

main characters of this novel: conflict between Elinor and herself and conflict 

between Marianne with herself (5) There are six of good qualities of the main 

character seen from conflicts and characterization that can implicate to characters 

education: prudent, calm, honest, sympathetic, responsible and polite.  

 

Keywords: Structuralism, Characterization, Main character, Plot structure, 

Psychological Conflict, Character Education, Novel 

 

INTRODUCTION  

For students of the English Department, it is important to study English 

thoroughly. English as a language cannot be separated from its literature. Language is 

everything for literature. It simply serves as a medium for it. It means that it is the 

language that can bring anything to exist. Due to the language literary work can 

appear as an art or precisely as a work of art. The language in this sense takes a role 

as a vehicle for a writer or an author in presenting the ideas or feeling, or visions and 

for a reader in absorbing and digging out those ideas or messages appeared in the 

literary work. In short it is the language that makes a work to be called as „literary 

work‟ or „literature‟ so that it can affect and evoke readers. “It is really true that 

literary work exist due to a language” (Nuriadi, 2016: 4). 

Literature is dealing with the world of human being. It represents and pictures 

out various aspect of life. Literature is proposing culture. Robert Spiller (in Nuriadi, 

2016: 2) therefore said that “literature is a portrait and record of certain notion‟s 

experiences. Due to its large scope, literature of course deals with thought, rationality, 

logics, vision, mission, principles of life, besides applying the emotions and 

imagination”.  



In addition, Bruto (in Divina, 2004: 2) said that “literature has an element of 

entertaining or to afford pleasure; so learning literary work can give the enjoyment of 

people‟s life”. Literary work can seize people‟s interest and more or less makes the 

rest of the world vanish for a moment. The researcher hopes when the readers read or 

learn literary work they can feel happy and share the enjoyment of the story, so the 

readers can forget about their problems for a moment. 

In literature, there are some elements which are involved in the creation of prose 

fiction such as intrinsic and extrinsic elements. In which intrinsic elements consist of 

themes, character, characterization, plot, setting, point of view, message and style. 

Then extrinsic elements consist of author‟s personal experiences, educational 

background, belief or religion, cultural background, social background, and political 

background (Nuriadi, 2016: 59-81). 

Prose fiction is one of the genres in literary work. According to Nuriadi (2016: 

35) “fiction is always related to a work of narrator or it is narrative text which is 

involving an author‟s imagination and creativity so called as „fictionality‟, although it 

does not mean neglecting or ignoring an author‟s rationality, logics, thoughts, or 

argumentation ”. There are many kinds of prose fiction such as novel, short story, 

myth, parable, romance, and epic. As a prose fiction novel offers various matter about 

humanity. Novel is created by the author who imitated the real world, experiences, or 

culture which is combined with their imagination. The researcher chooses novel as 

the object of the study since it is different from any other forms of literature because 

through novel the researcher is able to feel the emotions experienced by the 



characters in a story and understand them. Nurgiyantoro (2013:17) said that “novel is 

a narrative prose with much more in the length of content than short story”. 

By reading a novel people can get pleasure and also much understanding about 

human life. As a part of literature, a novel gives us knowledge which is rich in some 

aspects. Especially in the novel Sense and Sensibility written by: Jane Austen. This 

novel tells about the story of the Dashwood‟s family which lived in shout west 

England. It described the condition of social background which happened around 

1792 until 1797 in England. In which many people more attracted to get status and 

property than true love.  

Thus, by considering the portrait of the story above, the researcher of this study 

is interested in analyzing some of intrinsic elements of the novel Sense and 

Sensibility written by: Jane Austen. Those are characterization, plot structure and 

psychological conflict.  

Furthermore, the reason why the novel Sense and Sensibility is chosen in this 

research because the researcher thinks that this novel could bring some good life 

lessons and could contribute good implementation to character education especially 

to increase student‟s moral intelligence. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher focuses the study in “Analysis of 

Characterization of Main Characters, Plot structure and Psychological Conflicts in 

The Novel Entitled Sense and Sensibility Written by Jane Austen and Its Implication 

to Character Education at Senior High School”. And there are four research question 

that want to be analyzed those are: (1) how is the characterization of main characters 



in the novel entitled Sense and Sensibility written by Jane Austen? (2) How is the plot 

structured in the novel entitled Sense and Sensibility written by Jane Austen? (3) 

What are the conflicts presented in the novel entitled Sense and Sensibility written by 

Jane Austen? (4) How the conflicts and characterization seen in the novel entitled 

Sense and Sensibility written by Jane Austen can implicate to character education? 

The researcher would like to concentrate on characterization of main characters, plot 

structure and psychological conflicts in the novel entitled Sense and Sensibility 

written by Jane Austen and its implication to character education at senior high 

school which are interesting to be studied. 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

1. Novel  

Nurgiyantoro (2013: 4) says: “Novel is a fictional story with the narrative 

prose form in long shape, this long shape means the story were developed through 

various intrinsic elements such as event, plot, character (and characterization), 

setting, point of view etc. imaginatively”. 

2. The Elements of Novel 

A. Plot 

Abrams (1999: 224) says: “Plot is the structure of events in a narrative work, 

as these actions are ordered and rendered toward achieving particular emotional 

and artistic effects”. On the other hand Kenny (in Nurgiyantoro‟2013: 167) said 

that “plot is some of incidents or events which are shown in a story that is not 



simple because the author arranges those incidents (events) based on cause and 

effect relation”. 

Nuriadi, in his book Theory of Literature an Introduction (2016: 68-

70)identified those events as: (1) exposition, (2) conflict, (3) complication (both 

conflict and complication are sometimes included as („rising action‟), (4) climax, 

(5) anticlimax (sometimes called as falling action), and (6) resolution or 

denouement. 

B. Character 

The term “character” in English literature interestingly refers to two 

constraints namely as a person or actor who is involving in a story and as an 

attitude, desire, emotion, and moral principle which belong to a certain character 

(Nurgiyantoro , 2013: 247). 

C. Characterization 

“Characterization is the depiction of a clear picture of someone featured in a 

story” Jones (in Nurgiyantoro, 2013:247). Further Abrams and Baldic (in 

Nurgiyantoro, 2013: 247) said that “characterization is the presence of character in 

fictional story or in drama through direct or indirect presentation and invite the 

readers to interpret the character‟s qualities through their word and action”. 

Broadly there are two methods the author presents characterization of the 

story those are telling (expository) or direct method and dramatic (showing) or 

indirect method.   

 



a. Direct (Expository ) Method  

“In direct (expository) method the depiction of character of the story is 

presented by giving the description or completion directly” (Nurgiyantoro, 

2013: 279). The character of the story is presented by the author to the reader 

directly with the description of its nature, qualities, characteristic, behavior, or 

even physical features which is not complicated.  The author usually presents 

the character in introduction of the story. 

b. Indirect (Dramatic) Method  

“In indirect (dramatic) method the author merely presents his character 

talking and acting like the display in the drama and leaves the reader to infer 

what motive and disposition lay behind  what they say and do ( Nuriadi, 2013: 

66). In this method the author do not describes explicitly the characteristic, 

qualities and behavior of the character of the story. The author let the 

character showing themselves to the reader through various activities which is 

verbal through their word and non verbal through their action.  

D. Conflict  

“Conflict is something dramatic that refers to the struggle between two 

balanced forces and implies action and retaliation” Wellek and Warren (in 

Nurgiyantoro, 2013: 179). 

In fiction there are two types of conflicts: external and internal 

(psychological) conflict. External conflict deals with the problems of the world 

such as community, nature, government, and other characters. In the other word, 



“external conflict occurs between someone and the things outside himself 

(Nurgiyantoro, 2013: 181). “Internal conflict or psychological conflict is a conflict 

occurs in someone‟s heart, mind, and soul in a story. In other words it is a conflict 

experienced by human with themselves” (Nurgiyantoro, 2013: 181). In this 

research the researcher only focus her analysis on the internal (psychological) 

conflict only.  

3. Theory of Structuralism 

Structuralism is known as an egocentric theory. “Ego” means “the work 

itself” and “centric” means “being focus on”. It means that his theory emphasizes 

its focus on the “internal structure” of a work.The internal structure here refers to 

all intrinsic elements of the work which help construct it into a plausible one 

(InNuriadi, 2013: 291). 

4. Theory of Character Education  

Lickona (in Gunawan, 2017:  23) says: ““Character education is to shape the 

personalities of person through character education, whose result are seen in 

someone‟s real action; those are good behavior, honesty, responsible, respect of 

other‟s right, hard working, and so forth”. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

1. Research Design  

In this study, the researcher uses descriptive qualitative method. “Descriptive 

qualitative method means that the researcher got the data in the form of words or 



picture than the number. The result of the research contain of script from the data 

to illustrate and provide the evidence of presentation” Emzir (2011: 3). 

2. Source of Data 

There are two sources of data which supported this study: primary source and 

secondary source.  

A. Primary Source of Data  

Primary source of data in this study taken from a novel entitled Sense and 

Sensibility written by Jane Austen. However for helping the researcher in 

understanding the story of this novel, the researcher also reads the translation of 

Sense and Sensibility novel in Bahasa Indonesia published by PT. MizanPustaka, 

Bandung. 

B. SecondarySource of Data 

Secondary source of data in this study taken from the articles and books 

which obtained from the internet and library research. In addition the researcher 

also use the previous studies conducted by the previous researchers which 

discussed about the related topic with this research. 

3. Method of Collecting  Data 

The method of collecting data used in this research is documentation method.  

The researcher uses and gets the data collection from the novel Sense and 

Sensibility itself and looking for the data from some variables in the form of 



notes, books, journals, article and so forth. And the method of collecting data that 

use in this research is done through the following steps: 

1) First the researcher read the novel Sense and Sensibility repeatedly until the 

researcher gets a complete understanding about the novel. 

2) Second the researcher started to identify towards words, phrases, clauses, 

sentences, and even paragraph of the novel sense and sensibility related to the 

purpose of this research.  

3) Then the researcher classifies the data which related to the purpose of this 

research. 

4) And the last the researcher finds other sources from some books, internet, 

journals and article which related to this research. 

4. Method of analyzing Data 

In terms of data analysis, this research uses concept of analytic data and 

structuralism approach where the researchers focus on intrinsic elements of the 

novel and its implication to character education. Due to that, there are several 

steps to do in line with theory, those steps are: 

a. First, the researcher described the characterization of the main character by 

considering the plot of the story. 

b. Second the researcher explained the development of the plot in the story. 

c. Third, the researcher elaborated the conflicts occurs in the story. 



d. Then, the researcher described the characterization and conflict which can 

implicate to character education. 

e. And finally, the researcher concluded the result of the discussion.  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

1.  Characterization of Main Character in the Novel Sense and Sensibility 

The main characters in the novel Sense and Sensibility are Elinor and 

Marianne Dashwood. Elinor and Marianne characterization presented by 

Austen through expository method (direct characterization) and dramatic 

method (indirect characterization).After analyzing the novel Sense and 

Sensibility the researcher find some dispositional qualities of the main 

characters ( ElinorDashwood and Marianne Dashwood) that distinct between 

good and bad behavior such as below:  

A. Elinor’s Qualities 

1. Prudent 

 In Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary “prudent issensible and 

careful when you make judgments and decisions; avoiding unnecessary 

risk" (Hornby, 2010: 1182).Austen in her novel Sense and Sensibility 

presentsElinor as a woman who is prudent and also possesses strength 

understanding, and coolness of judgment.In this case the narrator 

describes Elinor‟s prudent attitude with direct or expository method, e.g. 

when Elinor gives her mother advice when she wanted to left Norland 

without further consideration in making decision. Austen then gives her 

direct description about Elinor‟s prudent through direct or expository 

method of characterization as seen in the following quotation: 

“Elinor, this eldest daughter whose advice was so 

effectual, possessed, and coolness of judgment which 

qualified her, though only nineteen, to be the counselor 



of her mother, and enabled her frequently to counteract, 

to the advantage of them all, that eagerness of mind in 

Mrs. Dashwood which must generally have led to 

imprudence. She had an excellent heart;--her disposition 

was affectionate, and her feeling were strong But she 

knows how to govern them: it was a knowledge which 

her mother had yet to learn, and which one of her sister 

had resolved never to be taught ”(Austen, 1985: 06).  

On the other hand Austen also describes Elinor‟s prudent attitude by 

using indirect or dramatic method, as seen below: 

“What a pity it is, Elinor,” said Marianne, “that Edward 

should have no taste for drawing.”“No taste for drawing,” 

replied Elinor; “why you should think so? He does not 

draw himself, indeed, but he has great pleasure in seeing 

the performances of other people, and i assure you he is 

by no means deficient in natural taste, though he has not 

had opportunities of improving it. Had he ever been in 

the way of learning, I think he would have drawn very 

well. He distrusts his own judgment in, such matters so 

much, that he is always unwilling to give his opinion on 

any picture; but he has an innate propriety and simplicity 

of taste, which in general direct him perfectly right” 

(Austen, 1985: 23). 

2. Sympathetic 

“Sympathetic is used to describe someone who shows, especially by 

what they say, understand and care about someone else‟s suffering” cited 

on (http://dictionary.cambridge.org/sympathetic).The narrator describes 

Elinor‟ssympathetic with direct or expository method as seen below: 

early discovered by his friends, now first became 

perceptible to Elinor, when it ceased to be noticed by 

them. Their attention and wit were drawn off to his more 

fortunate rival; and the raillery which the other had 

incurred before any partiality arose, was removed when 

his feelings began really to call for the ridicule so justly 

annexed to sensibility. Elinor was obliged, though 

unwillingly, to be believe that the sentiments which Mrs. 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/sympathetic


Jennings had assigned him for her own satisfaction, were 

now actually excited by her sister; and that however a 

general resemblance of disposition between the parties 

might forward the affection of Mr. Willoughby, an 

equally striking opposition of character was no hindrance 

to the regard of Colonel Brandon. She saw it with 

concern; for what could a silent man of five and thirty 

hope, when opposed by a very lively one of five and 

twenty? and as she could not even wish him successful, 

she heartily wished him indifferent. She liked him in 

spite of his gravity and reserve; she beheld in him an 

object of interest. His manners, though serious, were 

mild; and his reserve appeared rather the result of some 

oppression of spirits, than of any natural gloominess of 

temper. Sir Jhon had dropt hints of past injuries and 

disappointments, which justified her belief of his being 

an unfortunate man, and she regarded him with respect 

and compassion” (Austen, 1985: 67).   

3. Calm 

 According to Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary calm is the 

condition of being free from disturbance or violent activity (Hornby, 

2010: 202).Austin depicts Elinor‟s calm attitude through direct or 

expository method of characterization as seen in the following quotation: 

“This desponding turns of mind, though it could not be 

communicated to Mrs. Dashwood, gave additional pain 

to them all in the parting, which shortly took place, and 

left an uncomfortable impression on Elinor‟s feelings 

especially, which required some trouble and time to 

subdue. But as it was her determination to subdue it, and 

to prevent herself from appearing to suffer more than 

what all her family suffered on his going away, she did 

not adopt the method so judiciously employed by 

Marianne, on a similar occasion, to augment and fix her 

sorrow, by seeking silence, solitude and idleness. Their 

means were as different as their objects, and equally 

suited to the advancement of each”. 

 “Elinor sat down to her drawing-table as soon as he 

was out of the house, busily employed herself the whole 

day, neither sought nor avoided the mention of his name, 



appeared to interest herself almost as much as ever in the 

general concerns of the family, and if, by this conduct, 

she did not lessen her own grief, it was at least prevented 

from unnecessary increase, and her mother and sisters 

were spared much solicitude on her account” (Austen, 

1985: 141).   

4. Polite 

 Gunawan in his book Pendidikankarakter: 

KonsepdanImplementasistates that “Polite is a subtle and good attitude 

from the point of view how they speak and how they behave to everyone” 

(2017: 34).The narrator of the novel gives her explanation about Elinor‟s 

polite through direct characterization as seen in the following quotation: 

“Marianne was silent; it was impossible for her to say 

what she did not feel, however trivial the occasion; and 

upon Elinor therefore the whole task of telling lies when 

politeness required it, always fell. She did her best when 

thus called on, by speaking of Lady Middleton with more 

warmth than she felt, though with far less than Miss 

Lucy” (Austen, 1985: 166). 

  On the other hand to describe Elinor‟s polite attitude Austen also 

using indirect or dramatic method of characterization as seen below: 

“I have a notion,” said Lucy, “you think the little 

Middletons rather too much indulged; perhaps they may 

be the outside of enough; but it is so natural in Lady 

Middleton; and for my part, I love to see children full of 

life and spirits; I cannot bear them if they are tame and 

quite.” 

 “I confess,” replied Elinor, “that while I am at Barton 

Park, I never think of tame and quite children with any 

abhorrence” (Austen, 1985: 166-167).    

 

 



B. Marianne’s Qualities 

1. Sensitive  

“Sensitive is a tendency to be easily offended or upset by something” 

(Hornby, 2010: 1345). Austen describes Marianne‟s sensitive through 

dramatic or indirect method of characterization as seen below: 

“Good heavens!” he exclaimed, “He is there-- he is there-

-- Oh! Why does he not look at me? Why cannot I speak 

to him?” 

“Pray, pray be composed,” cried Elinor, “and do not 

betray what you feel to everybody present. Perhaps he 

has not observed you yet” (Austen, 1985: 235-236). 

2. Enthusiastic  

“Enthusiastic is having or showing intense and eager, enjoyment, 

interest,orapproval(https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/enthusia

stic). To show Marianne‟s enthusiastic attitude the narrator use 

expository or direct method of characterization as seen in the quotation 

below: 

   “It was only necessary to mention any favorite 

amusement to engage her to talk. She could not be silent 

when such points were introduced, and she had neither 

shyness nor reserve in their discussion. They speedily 

discovered that their enjoyment of dancing and music 

was mutual, and that it arose from a general conformity 

of judgment in all that related to either. Encourage by this 

to a further examination of his opinions, she proceeded to 

question him on the subject of books; her favorite authors 

were brought forward and dwelt upon with so rapturous a 

delight, that any young man of five and twenty must have 

been insensible indeed, not to become an immediate 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/enthusiastic
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/enthusiastic


convert to the excellence of such works, however 

disregarded before”(Austen, 1985: 63). 

3. Intolerant  

 “Intolerant is not tolerating or respecting beliefs, opinions, usages, 

manners, etc, different from one‟s own, as in political or religious 

matters;bigoted”citedin(http//:www.dictionary.com/browse/intolerance). 

the narrator presents Marianne‟s intolerant attitude through indirect or 

dramatic method of characterization as seen in the following quotation: 

“If the impertinent remarks of Mrs. Jennings are to be the 

proof of impropriety in conduct, we are all offending 

every moment of all our lives. I value not her censure 

anymore than I should do her commendation. I am not 

sensible of having done anything wrong in walking over 

Mrs. Smith‟s grounds, or by seeing her house. They will 

one day be Mr. Willoughby‟s, and……. 

“If they were one day to be your own, Marianne, you 

would not be justified in what you have done” (Austen, 

1985: 93). 

4. Honest  

 “Honest is when people saying exactly what they mean without trying 

to hide feelings” (Hornby, 2010: 1345).The narrator describes 

Marianne‟s honest attitude through indirect method or dramatic method 

of characterization as seen in the quotation below: 

“Elinor cried Marianne “is this fair? Is this just? Are my 

ideas so scanty? But I see what you mean. I have been 

too much at my ease, too happy, too frank. I have erred 

against every common-place notion of decorum; I have 

been open and sincere where I ought to have been 

reserved, spiritless, dull, and deceitful:--had I talked only 



of the weather and the roads, and had I spoken only once 

in ten minutes, this reproach would have been spared” 

(Austen, 1985: 64-65). 

5. Reckless 

 “Reckless is utterly unconcerned about the consequences of someone 

action, without caution, and careless” cited on 

(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/reckless).The narrator describes 

Marianne‟s rexkless attitude through indirect method or dramatic 

method of characterization as seen in the quotation below: 

“You are mistaken, Elinor,” said she warmly, “in 

supposing I know very little of Willoughby, I have 

known him long indeed, but I am much better acquainted 

with him, than I am with any other creature in the world, 

except yourself and Mama. It is not time or opportunity 

that is to determine intimacy;--it is disposition alone. 

Seven years would be insufficient to make some people 

acquainted with each other, and seven days are more than 

enough for others. I should hold myself guilty of greater 

impropriety in accepting a horse from my brother, than 

from Willoughby. Of John I know very little, though we 

have lived together for years; but of Willoughby my 

judgment has long been formed” (Austen, 1985: 79). 

C. Elinor’s and Marianne’s Qualities  

1. Responsible 

 “Responsible is the attitude and behavior of a person to carry out his 

duties and obligations as he/she should do, to himself, society, 

environment (natural, social and culture) the state and god” (Gunawan, 

2017:33).. In this case the narrator gives her explanation about 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/reckless


Elinor‟sand Marianne‟s responsible through direct or expository method 

of characterization as seen in the quotation below: 

“Though Mrs. Jennings was in the habit of spending a 

large portion of the year at the houses of her children and 

friends, she was not without a settled habitation of her 

own. Since the death of her husband, who had traded 

with success in a less elegant part of the town, she had 

resided every winter in a house in one of the streets near 

Portman-square. Towards this home, she begin on the 

approach of January to turn her thoughts, and thither she 

one day abruptly, and very unexpectedly by them, asked 

the elder Miss Dashwood to accompany her. Elinor 

without observing the varying complexion of her sister, 

and the animated look which spoke no indifference to the 

plan, immediately gave a grateful but absolute denial for 

both, in which she believe herself to be speaking their 

united inclinations. The reason alleged was their 

determined resolution of not leaving their mother at that 

time of year. Mrs. Jennings received the refusal with 

some surprise, and repeated her invitation immediately” 

(Austen, 1985: 204). 

2. Plot Structure in the Novel Sense and Sensibility  

 According to Nurgiyantoro (2013:486) “Plot is some of events which 

is selected and ordered based on cause and effect relation”. Related to the 

novel Sense and Sensibility the researcher found that the narrator of this novel 

using progressive plot in compiling her story. “The plot of a novel is said to 

be progressive if the events are narrated chronologically, and the first events 

are followed by the next events (causing the next events).  Or coherently the 

story start from initial stage (exposition), middle (conflict, climax) and the 

end (denouement)” Nurgiyantoro (2013:213). In general the progressive plot 

in the novel Sense and Sensibility can be seen on the table below: 



Exposition Rising Action Climax Falling Action Denouement 

The 

Dashwoods 

move from 

childhood 

home, 

Norland, to a 

new place and 

new life in 

Barton. 

In Barton 

Willoughby 

enter the scene, 

and make 

Marianne falls 

in love. Soon 

after Marianne 

fall in love with 

him, he leave 

her to London   

Marianne goes 

off the deep 

end, and as a 

result she 

becomes 

deathly ill. 

Edward‟s 

engagement to 

Lucy is out. 

Nothing good 

seems possible. 

Marianne 

recovers; 

everyone goes 

back home to 

Barton and 

everything falls 

into place 

Marriages for 

everyone. Elinor 

and Edward get 

together, and 

shortly 

thereafter, so do 

Colonel 

Brandon and 

Marianne 

 

3. The Conflicts Presented In the Novel Entitled Sense and Sensibility 

A. The Internal (Psychological) Conflicts of The Main Character in The 

Novel Sense and Sensibility 

1. Conflict between Elinor and Herself 

After Elinor knew about the engagement between Lucy and Edward, 

Elinor felt disappointed and suffered. It can be proven by the statement 

below: 

“Much as she had suffered from her first conversation 

with Lucy on the subject, she soon felt an earnest wish of 

renewing it, and this for more reasons than one” (Austen, 

1985: 189). 

The statement above can be supported by the statement below: 



“But indeed while Elinor remained so well assured within 

herself of being really beloved by Edward, it required no 

other consideration of probabilities to make it natural that 

Lucy should be jealous; and that she was so, her very 

confidence was a proof. What other reasons for the 

disclosure of the affair could there be, but that Elinor 

might be informed by it of Lucy‟s superior claims on 

Edward, and be taught to avoid him in the future? She 

had little difficulty in understanding thus much of her 

rival‟s intentions, and while she was firmly resolved to 

act by her as every principle of honor and honesty 

directed, to combat her own affections for Edward and to 

see him as a little as possible; she could not deny herself 

the comfort of endeavoring to convince Lucy that her 

heart was unwounded” (Austen, 1985: 189-190).    

Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that Elinor was in 

suffering and heartbroken, but she did not want someone knows about her 

suffer furthermore Lucy. On the other hand the statement above also can 

prove that there is conflict between Elinor and herself that made her suffer 

after knowing about the engagement between Edward and Lucy. Elinor 

did not tell anyone about her problem, she did not make Lucy know about 

her disappointment. This conflict can be categorized into psychological 

conflict. 

Based on the conflict faced by Elinor above the researcher determine 

that there are two negative motives happened toward Elinor those are 

avoidance-avoidance conflicts, because at this moment Elinor feel confuse 

in facing the condition, it is when she knows Edward engagement to Lucy, 

she loves Edward but on the other hand she does not want to make Lucy 

disappointed by telling her that actually she love Edward, even though 



Lucy at first make her shock and disappointed upon her admission about 

her engagement to someone she loves. So that she think and decided to 

avoid Edward in the future. 

2. Conflict Between Marianne and Herself   

After her meeting with Willoughby, Marianne‟s healthy was down; 

she never supposed that Willoughby would ignore her at the party. She 

was very disappointed at that time because so far she thinks that 

Willoughby fall in love with her and want to engage her as his lover, and 

every time she just thought about Willoughby after her meeting, even 

though Willoughby ignore her at the party, she still believe that 

Willoughby  loved her. But her sensitive has lead her to uncontrolled 

situation, she almost lay mourning at the party and cry hard. This is 

proved by the statement below: 

“Exert yourself, dear Marianne,” „she cried, “if you 

would not kill yourself and all who love you. Think of 

your mother; think of her misery while you suffer; for her 

you must exert yourself.” 

“I cannot. I cannot,” cried Marianne; “leave me, leave 

me, if I distress you; leave me, hate me, forget me! but do 

not torture me so. Oh! how easy for those who have no 

sorrow of their own to talk of exertion! Happy, happy 

Elinor, you cannot have an idea of what I suffer” 

(Austen, 1985: 248-249). 

The statements above prove that Marianne was very disappointed to 

Willoughby, although Elinor tried to realize her that she should forget 

Willoughby. But Marianne thinks and feel that Willoughby always loves 



her although he never said it practically and she try to explain it to Elinor 

as seen in the following statement: 

 “It is too much! O! Willoughby, Willoughby, could this 

be yours! Cruel, cruel— 

“Nothing can acquit you. Elinor, nothing can. Whatever 

he might have heard against me—ought he not to have 

suspended his belief? Ought he not to have told me of it, 

to have given me the power of clearing myself?” 

(Austen,1985: 255).   

Based on the statement above the researcher can conclude that 

Marianne started to realize that Willoughby betrayed her as seen in the 

following quotation: 

“Her sufferings have been very severe. I have only to 

hope that they may be proportion ably short. It has been, 

it is a most cruel affection. Till yesterday, I believe, she 

never doubted his regard; and even now; perhaps—but I 

am almost convinced that he never was really attached to 

her. He has been very deceitful! and, in some points, 

there seems a hardness of heart about him” (Austen, 

1985: 269).     

From the statement above, it is prove that Marianne is depressed after 

she know that her hope to Willoughby jilts her, because Willoughby marry 

Miss Gray. Marianne with her sensible was down so that she got sick. She 

could not overcome her problem well as her sister did. Based on that 

situation, it can be categorized into psychological conflict because this 

conflict is between Marianne with herself. 

 

 



4. Character Education in the novel Sense and Sensibility 

A. Self-Oriented Virtues 

“A life of virtue means behaving kindly towards self or other. Life 

virtue divided into two categories those are (self oriented virtue) such as self 

control and moderation etc. and (other oriented virtue)” such as generosity 

and compassion etc.” Lickona (2004: 57). In the novel Sense and Sensibility 

the researcher found good qualities of main characters that can implicate to 

character education in form of self oriented virtues such as below: 

1. Prudent  

  In its use as education, teacher can describe the essence of being prudent in 

life. Furthermore, it is also necessarily to give the students clear explanation 

by giving them some example of being prudent such as break up friend when 

they were fight at school or another place, help the teacher to prepare 

comfortable classroom by asking friends all together to tidying up the class, 

setting up board marker, eraser, and clean the whiteboard for learning process. 

2. Calm 

  In its use as education, teacher can describe the essence of being calm in 

life and give the students an example of it such as try to be patient when 

certain class tries to mock another class in order to avoid the clashes and stay 

calm when there is debate in a discussion among group in classroom when 

learning process, because by thinking calmly we can solve the problem easily. 

 



3. Honest  

  In its use as education the teacher can describe the essence of being honest 

in life, and also try to implicate that behavior in the class such as when 

learning process is in progress, the teacher can give the students time for 

asking question about the lesson, and in this case the student are trained to act 

honestly to themselves. They must ask when they do not understand and 

continue the lesson when they understand. On the other hand the teacher can 

give further direction for the students to behave honestly when they were on 

exam, they cannot cheat, and they must be able to act honestly to see how well 

they receive lesson from the teacher. The teacher also can direct students to 

behave honestly to everyone in their life such as in their family, social 

environment etc.  

B. Other-oriented Virtues 

A life of virtue means behaving kindly towards self or other. Life virtue 

divided into two categories those are (other oriented virtue)” such as 

generosity and compassion etc. and (self oriented virtue) such as self control 

and moderation etc.” (Lickona (2004: 57). In the novel Sense and Sensibility 

the researcher found good qualities of main characters that can implicate to 

character education in form of other oriented virtues such as below: 

 

 

 



1. Sympathetic  

In its use as education, teacher can describe the essence of being 

sympathetic in life. Giving the students further explanation and the example 

or the implication that can be derive from the novel Sense and Sensibility, i.e. 

help those friends who have some difficulties in making relations with other, 

for example when they are bullied or shunned because of their appearance, at 

that time we have to support them to stay strong and make them happy by our 

treatment it is same like when nobody care with Colonel Brondon because of 

Willoughby‟s coming, on the other hand it attracts Elinor‟s attention like the 

quotation above, it means that we should have good sense in such 

circumstances. We must understand the feelings of others when they were not 

benefited by certain condition, like in the novel Sense and Sensibility, Elinor 

did not forgot her old friend Colonel Brandon when Willoughby come to 

Barton as the new comer who attract Marianne‟s attention and she prefer to 

care of Brandon when people in Barton turned to Willoughby.  

2. Responsible  

In its use as education the teacher can describe the essence of being 

responsible in life, and also try to implicate that behavior in the class as the  

simple implication of being responsible. Furthermore the teacher also can 

direct the students to be obligated to themselves by carrying out their school 



duties properly, as well as when they were at home, they must obligated to 

their family,  society, environment around them and also to their god. 

3. Polite  

In its use as education teacher can describe the essence of being polite in 

life, and also try to implicate that behavior in the class; and direct the students 

to make good relation with their friend and teacher by using their polite 

behavior. 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

1. Conclusion 

After analyzing the novel entitled Sense and Sensibilityby using structuralism 

approach the researcher finally draw conclusion. The conclusions are drawn to 

answer research questions conducted by the researcher. The researcher comes to the 

conclusion that all the fact dealing with the findings of this research.  

If we look at this research from structuralism theory we can reveal that there are 

the existences of structure that build the novel Sense and Sensibility such as 

characterization, which then in this novel the researcher found that there are two 

methods of characterization used by the narrator, those are direct or expository 

method and indirect or dramatic method of characterization. 

The next structures that build the novel Sense and Sensibility is plot, in this 

research the researcher found that the narrator used progressive plot in compiling her 

story in the novel, by presenting some related events chronologically that start from 



exposition, to rising action then continue to climax, falling action and the last is 

denouement.  

Then structures that build the novel Sense and Sensibility is psychological 

conflict, there are two psychological conflicts which belong to the main characters 

presented in the novel Sense and Sensibilitythose are conflict between Elinor and 

herself and conflict between Marianne and herself. The last in the novel Sense and 

Sensibilitythere are some good qualities seen from psychological conflicts and 

characterization that can implicate to character education which then can be used as 

an example and can be applied in everyday life such as prudent, sympathetic, polite, 

calm, honest and responsible which are also at the same time can be used as literature 

teaching materials in senior high school.  

Based on the analysis of the researcher in the novel Sense and Sensibility, then 

this research can be applied theoretically to enrich the study of literature which is in 

this case as a media to inform various character education values contained in the 

novel Sense and Sensibility. On the other hand this research can be applied practically 

by interpreting the content of the story in the novel Sense and Sensibilityand applying 

the message of a better life in everyday life.  

2. Suggestion  

There are so many aspects which can be explored more, such as theme, settings, 

social historical etc. The researcher thinks that these aspects are interesting to be 

learned more detail so the reader can get the complete knowledge about Jane 

Austen‟s novel especially Sense and Sensibility  



Finally, the researcher hopes that her thesis will encourage fellow students of 

English department to study literature thoroughly because the more someone studies 

a novel, the more he or she will like it. He or she will become more eager to know 

more details about several aspects in the novel. 
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