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ABSTRACT 
 

This study is aimed at finding out the factors influencing the 
decreasing use of Base Alus among teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village. 
The sample used in this study was simple random sampling in which each 
member of the population has an equal chance of being selected. The 
population under this study was the whole teenagers in the village. The 
result of this study shows several factors that are addressed to have 
triggered the decreasing use of Base Alus among the teenagers. First, the 
use of Bahasa Indonesia (hencefort BI) in almost every domain of 
language use: home, neighborhood, school, and special occasion domain. 
Another factor is a lack of the opportunity for teenagers to keep practicing 
the honorific vocabularies in Sasak community due to the minimum 
exposure of the speech level used by the environment especially by parents 
and elders at home or at neighborhood. Third, inadequate transfer of Base 
Alus from parents to children or from teachers to students at schools. 
Finally, changes of value in the marriage system for noblemen family  
results in a loose system of the use of alus. It also reveals the linguistics 
errors of honorific words performed by the teenagers and the patterns of 
language use in the village. 

   
Key words: decreasing use of Base Alus, language loss, language 

maintenance 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan faktor-faktor yang 
mempengaruhi pemudaran penggunaan Base Alus dikalangan remaja di 
desa Lendang Ape. Sampel yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini yaitu 
pemilihan sample acak sederhana dimana setiap individu pada populasi 
memiliki kesempatan yang sama untuk dipilih menjadi sampel. Populasi 
penelitian ini yakni semua remaja di desa Lendang Ape. Hasil dari 
penelitian ini menunjukkan beberapa faktor yang dikatakan menjadi 
pemicu pemudaran penggunaan Base Alus dikalangan remaja. Pertama, 
penggunaan Bahasa Indonesia (alih BI) di hampir semua ranah 
penggunaan bahasa: rumah, ketetanggaan, sekolah, dan pada ranah 
tertentu. Faktor yang lain yakni kurangnya kesempatan yang dimiliki para 
remaja untuk mempraktikkan penggunaan kosakata alus di komunitas 
Sasak dikarenakan kurangnya dukungan lingkungan terhadap penggunaan 
Base Alus tersebut terutama dukungan dari orang tua dan masyarakat 
dewasa lainnya di rumah maupun di lingkungan sekitar. Ketiga, 
kurangnya pengajaran terhadap Base Alus dari orang tua ke anak atau 
dari para guru ke murid-murid di sekolah. Yang terakhir, perubahan nilai 
pada sistem perkawinan kaum bangasawan yang berdampak pada 
kelonggaran sistem penggunaan bahasa alus itu sendiri. Penelitian ini 
juga menjabarkan kesalahan bahasa pada penggunaan bahasa alus oleh 
para remaja dan pola bahasa yang digunakan di desa Lendang Ape.   

 
Key words: decreasing use of Base Alus, language loss, language 
maintenance   
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1. Introduction 
Sasak language known as Base Sasak is primarily spoken by 85% 

(about 2.6 million) of 3 million populations in Lombok, who belong to ethnic 
Sasak. The term Sasak is used to cover both ethnic and language of native 
speaker in Lombok. There is a system of speech level found in Sasak which 
marks low-mid-high status level of the addressee in relation to the speaker 
(see Wilian, 2006). Nevertheless, recently there are some changes occur in 
Base Alus in term of the use and the existence of the language itself. The use 
of politeness form of Sasak seems to be degrading as a result of globalization, 
acculturation, and socialization or as an impact of speech style they hear and 
see on TV. Related to this phenomenon, this study was aimed at elaborating 
factors influencing the decreasing use of Base Alus among teenagers in 
Lendang Ape village where most of the people live there belong to a 
noblemen group family.  

The results of this study attempts to answer some research questions: 
(a) What factors influencing the decreasing use of Base Alus among teenagers 
in Lendang Ape sub village?; (b) What are the linguistic errors of honorific 
words applied by teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village?; and (c) What are the 
language patterns used by teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village? 

Based on the research questions, this study aims to:  
a. Identify factors influencing the decreasing use of Base Alus among 

teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village.  
b. Investigate the linguistic errors of honorific words applied by teenagers 

in Lendang Ape sub village.   
c. Identify the language patterns used by teenagers in Lendang Ape sub 

village. 
The results of this study are expected to: 

1. Provide a new input about documenting a simple case occurs in Menak 
and Non-menak communication in Sasak language. 

2. Give an additional input for any further research about the same case 
which focus on communication happened in Menak family. 

3. Contribute to the effort of preserve the existence of different native who 
over shade under noble and non-noble environment, and as a reference 
in teaching Sasak to young generation in order to maintains origin 
Sasak genealogy and culture. 
 

2. Linguistic Situation in Lendang Ape Sub Village 
Lendang Ape sub village is a small village located in the suburban of 

Praya, Central Lombok. Most of the people live there are categorized as a 
noble group family. There are about 50 patriarchs live there and the numbers 
of the teenagers are about 35 that would be taken as research subject of this 
study. Most of the research subjects are from noble group family called as 
menak; however, not all of them understand and able to speak in Base Alus. 
The villagers still have family relation each other since they did the inter-
marriage system. They had to marry someone who also comes from noble 
group family which results the marriage between the people in the same group 
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community. Nevertheless, that rule is not strictly applied anymore by the 
present generation. As a result some people from other ethnic group are also 
found in that village as Sumbawans, Bimanese, Javanese, and Balinese. 

  
3. Review Of Related Literature 

This study is covered by some theories that relate and support the data 
as speech level and social sasak stratification, language maintenance and 
language shift, language loss and language death, diglossia and language 
domain.  

Speech level and social Sasak stratification basically deals with the 
language spoken by villagers in Lendang Ape sub village.  There are three 
styles in Sasak speech levels which are known as the low, mid and high styles 
along with the social stratification.  Traditionally, Sasak has four social 
classes: Raden ‘prominent nobles’, menak and perwangse ‘ordinary nobles’, 
and jajarkarang or bulu ketujur ‘commoners’ (Mahyuni, 2006: 41-42).The 
lowest style is called Jamaq that is informal and sometimes considered 
impolite if it is used to speak to the noble class people. Tengaq is the mid level 
and Utame is the highest one. The rest two are considered as Alus or Halus in 
Indonesian language refined. The Tengaq or sometimes called Madya level is 
used by subordinates to superiors, the younger people to the elders, the lower 
strata people to the higher ones and also spoken by the Sasak people who are 
not familiar to each other yet. In addition, this level of speech also addressed 
to an individual at the very first meeting. While the Utame level is used in a 
very formal communication and prestigious context of communication. These 
style systems concern in the relations between speaker and interlocutor, the 
relative social status between discourse participants, and the degree of 
familiarity between the participants who involve in the communication. 

Fishman (1966) quoted in Hudyma (2012) noted that the study of 
language maintenance and language shift is concerned first with the 
relationship between change or stability in habitual language use, and second, 
with ongoing psychological, social or cultural processes occurring in the 
situations of language contact. Thus, the term language maintenance is used to 
describe “a situation in which a speaker, a group of speakers, or a speech 
community continue to use their language in some or all spheres of life despite 
the pressure from the dominant or majority language” (Pauwels, 2004, p. 719). 
In other hand, Language shift is simply defined as a change from the use of 
one language to the use of another language (Spolsky, 1998). On the other 
hand, language loss and language death are two phenomena of language use 
that show a certain language is in endanger level. Thus, the language is 
effectively death when there is only one speaker left, with no member of the 
younger generation interested in learning it (Crystal, 2000: 11). In other 
words, language loss is used for a situation where a person or group is no 
longer able to use a language previously spoken.  

Diglossia is a situation when two languages or language varieties exist 
side by side in a community and each is used for different purposes. Usually 
one is more standard variety called the High variety or the H-variety which is 
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used in government, media, education and for religious purposes. The other is 
usually a non-prestige variety called the Low variety or the L-variety 
(Spolsky, 1998). Language domain is closely related to language production 
and bilingualism. The term language domain is often defined as a useful way 
to analyze social situations where phenomenon of discourse takes place. A 
domain is empirically determined cluster consisting of a location, a set of role 
relationship, and set of topics (Spolsky, 1998: 46). Domains are named usually 
for a place or an activity including the role-relationship between the discourse 
participants and the topics. For examples, home, neighborhood, and school are 
some examples of domain where those discourse phenomena can be analyzed. 

 
4. Research Method 

This study is categorized as a descriptive qualitative study which is 
aimed at describing and elaborating some factors influencing the decreasing 
use of Base Alus among teenagers in Praya particularly at Lendang Ape sub 
village. The research method used in this study was ethnography method 
since the primary data collection was carried out primarily through fieldwork. 
This research required the researcher to be immersed personally in the 
ongoing social activities of some individual or groups carrying out the 
research.  

 Population and Sample 
The total population in Lendang Ape sub village reaches 180 

inhabitants that consist of 50 patriarchs. They mostly belong to noble 
group family and speak Sasak. Nevertheless, the population of this study 
is limited to the overall teenagers in that village who live and grow 
around people who are supposed to talk with Base Alus.  

The sampling technique used of this study was simple random 
sample in which each of respondents has an equal chance of being 
selected as the sample. They are 35 teenagers who live in Lendang Ape 
sub village with the same criteria as: sex (female and male), age (12-19 
years old), physical and mentally healthy, and all of them are Sasak who 
know and understand Sasak language.  
 Method of Data Collection 

In gathering data for this study, the researcher tried to find out the 
authentic data by directly participating in conversation in the field in 
order to gain the most appropriate and relevant data. Therefore, the writer 
chose some ways in collecting the data: observation, interview, and test 
of honorific words.    

This study conducted two kinds of observation that are participant 
and non participant observation. After doing the observation, note taking 
is taken after the conversation happened. This is important for 
documenting the aspects which are not covered when the conversation 
takes place. This study also interviewed the respondents in this case the 
teenagers and the parents about the language they usually use when they 
do the interaction, and the reason why they do not use Base Alus 
frequently, and how far their understanding about Base Alus. The last 
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technique used is test of honorific words. This technique was used to test 
participants’ level competence of understanding and comprehending the 
honorific words. The participants were given a test consist of 20 
questions about the honorific vocabularies which should be filled by the 
respondents  
 Data analysis 

The data of this study were analyzed on the basis of following 
procedures: 
1. This study identified the changes and the decreasing use of 

teenagers’ honorific words in Lendang Ape sub village by paying 
much attention to the language they use in daily communication.  

2. This study identified the factors that contribute to the decreasing 
use of teenagers’ honorific words at Lendang Ape sub village. 

3. This research identified the linguistics errors of honorific words 
applied by teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village. 

4. This research described and directed the meaning of the 
conversation and influences included by giving some examples to 
provide clearer description.  

5. Finally the data would be explained clearly including the factors 
and the linguistics features that were changed. 
 

5. Findings And Discussions 
One of the clearest findings to show through this study is the factors 

influencing the decreasing use of base Alus among teenagers in Lendang Ape 
sub village which are summarized as followed.  
a. The use of Bahasa Indonesia in almost every domain of language use 

Bahasa Indonesia as the national language is widely used in almost 
every domain of language especially by the young generation. BI is 
utilized as the H (high) language by the teenagers and Sasak is utilized as 
the L (low) language functions. It is shown that BI is used for education, 
government, religion and starts to be used at home and neighborhood.  

Moreover, some of the families living in Lendang Ape start to use 
Bahasa Indonesia in speaking with their children. The parents confessed 
that they use Bahasa Indonesia in order to drill their children using BI 
which is a language used at school. They believe that, it is useful for the 
children in understanding lesson and teachers’ talk when they are at 
school. 

b. The lack of opportunity for teenagers to keep practicing the 
honorific vocabularies in their community 

The honorific vocabularies that have been known by the teenagers 
are rarely practiced in the environment. They have less opportunity to 
talk in Base Alus since the people around them also rarely communicate 
using that speech level. The villagers in Lendang Ape speak with the 
ordinary form of Sasak which is also known as Base Jamaq. The 
teenagers hardly hear people talking respectfully by practicing the 
honorific word because of the assumption that Base Alus belongs only to 
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the bangsawan ‘noble’ family members. However, the numbers of the 
noblemen family member who use this variety of language are also 
decreasing.  

Most of the teenagers confessed that they only use a small number of 
honorific words in daily communication. The situation where the elder 
people in that village do not concern in what language variety the 
teenagers use in the society trigger the less opportunity for them to 
practice and learn about Base Alus. Only a few of common honorific 
words are still applied such as nggih ‘yes’, tiang ‘I’, medaran/bekelor 
‘eat’ by them.  

c. Inadequate transfer of Base Alus from parents to children or from 
teachers to students at schools 

Language cannot be maintained if it is not inherited to young 
generations. The best way to generate language is by learning and 
practice. This is what parents should do in order to keep the language 
live. However, many parents do not introduce the language frequently to 
their children. They even do not pay attention to the language used by 
their children as long as it does not hinder the communication between 
them. For example, Bq. Rohani, parent of one respondent confessed that 
she does not teach her kids Base Alus because she also has lack of 
knowledge about it. Thus, she does not know what to teach. This also 
happen to the other parents. 

In addition, the teaching of Sasak as local content in the school does 
not cover the teaching of speech level. The students are thought the 
cultural tradition of Sasak like the traditional food of Sasak, and the 
ancient alphabet of Sasak. But there is not enough time allotment for 
teaching Base Alus. As a result, they only know a few of honorific words 
which are rarely practiced in real communication. .  

d. Change of value in marriage system for noblemen family results in a 
loose system of the use of alus 

In the past, there was a strict system among noble person about 
marriage. They have to keep the nobility of their community which is 
indicated by maintaining their titles. Thus, the noble person should marry 
with people in the same community who belong to noble person too. 
Especially for female noble, this system is quite strict since when noble 
female marry a commoner male it often triggers conflict within the 
family or even the society. Sasak have significant sanction for those who 
disobedient this system which is called as tetèh (noble female would be 
estranged from their family). However, that rule is not applied for noble 
man. Therefore, they have no obstacles to marry a commoner female.   

Nevertheless, that system and rule is not strictly applied anymore in 
this era especially for those menak who settled down in Lendang Ape sub 
village. Menak families in this sub village give a right for their children 
to marry male or female they love without any sanction like what it was. 
It does not matter if women noble marrying non-noble man, the women 
won’t be estranged, they are well welcomed by their family; however, 
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the downgraded sanction still be in effect for them where the children 
from that intermarriage will lose their title that initialized their name.  

The loose in this new system may cause multilingual family where 
Sasak may marry people from different ethnic group. It means that 
children who grow up in the family with different ethnic or social 
stratification tend to speak a language that may belong to one of their 
parents’ language or using a national language ‘Bahasa Indonesia’ as an 
inter language among them. 

 
Because of those factors that trigger the decreasing use of Base Alus, it 

brings some significant impact into the linguistic features of that speech 
level. Since the respondents confessed that they have lack opportunity to 
practice; therefore, the speech level cannot be maintained tightly and even 
there are some changes occurred. Mix language that often used by the 
teenagers indirectly affects the production of honorific words when they 
speak. As a result, many inappropriate words revealed and used in a wrong 
context. 

Inappropriate use of the speech level can be categorized into five 
general linguistics errors: (1) inappropriate use of honorific words; (2) 
inappropriate use of verbs; (3) inappropriate use of address form; (4) 
inappropriate use of demonstrative pronouns; (5) inappropriate use of 
question words. 

Inappropriate use of speech level produced by the teenagers is 
considered as a mistake since it is socially impolite. For instance, they use 
diction of Base Alus to address their selves or someone younger rather than to 
address the elder one. The teenagers do not consider the interlocutor nor to 
whom they talk to, the setting whether the conversation is on formal or 
informal situation, and when should they use the honorific words as a form of 
politeness. 

Another finding from this study is that there are some patterns of 
language use depending on the occasion where the languages are spoken. 
Mostly teenagers in Lendang Ape sub village use a mixed Sasak speech level 
which is the combination between Base Jamaq and a small number of Base 
Alus in their daily communication. Only a few of the common honorific 
words are still used by the participants. They also use Bahasa Indonesia when 
they are talking about certain topics. Some of them who are socio-
economically well off always use BI as their daily language. They confessed 
that they understand Sasak, but sometimes it is really hard for them to use it. 
Moreover, because their friends and family also use BI to communicate 
among them, this situation makes them use the same language.  

The decreasing use of Base Alus among teenagers can be seen through 
the patterns of language they use. The use of speech level is often replaced or 
switched into BI especially in an outside conversation. Teenagers in the 
village tend to use mix language between BSA and BSB when they 
communicate with the family members that was indicated by 40% of the 
respondents use that combination language. Only 22.9% use BSB, and the 
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rest use combination between BI and BS or even always BI as their daily 
language (N=35). However, the use of mix language between BI and BS is 
dominant in school and outside home domain with the percentage 45.7% and 
37.1%. on the other hand, 34.3% of the respondents use mix language of 
BSA and BSB at school domain and 28.6% at special occasion domain. Only 
8.6% of them use BSB at school and 20% at special occasion domain. 

The following table shows the language patterns used by teenagers in 
Lendang Ape sub village. 

 
Table 1. Percentage of language used in family domain, school domain, and 
special occasion domain. 

Language Used 

Domain of Use 
Family/ 
Other 
family 
member 

% School 
(with 
teacher) 

% Special 
occasion (with 
elder people, 
respected 
persons, etc) 

% 

BSB 8 22.9 3 8.6 7 20 
Mix of BSA and 
BSB 14 40 12 34.3 10 28.6 

Mix of BI and BS 7 20 16 45.7 13 37.1 
Always BI 6 17.1 4 11.4 5 14.3 
Total Respondents 35 100 35 100 35 100 

Note: 
BSB: Bahasa Sasak Biasa 
BSA: Bahasa Sasak Alus 
BI: Bahasa Indonesia 
BS: Bahasa Sasak 
 

The use of dominant language variety in Lendang Ape sub village is 
not only based on the interlocutor or the participants whom the speakers talk 
to, but also based on the topic of conversation, the setting where the 
conversation takes place, social status between the speakers, and the purpose 
of the conversation. 

 
6. Conclusions 

Based on the findings and discussion in the previous chapter, this study 
can be concluded as: (1) According to the result of the data analysis, it was 
shown that there are four factors influencing the decreasing use of Base Alus 
among teenagers in Lendang Ape. They were identified as the use of BI in 
almost every domain, the lack of the opportunity for teenagers to keep 
practicing the honorific vocabularies of Sasak in their community, inadequate 
transfer of Base Alus from parents to children or from teachers to students at 
schools. There is a change of value in marriage system for noblemen family 
results in a loose system of the use of alus; (2) It is also indicated that there 
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are some linguistic errors of honorific words performed by teenagers in 
Lendang Ape. They were identified as the inappropriate use of honorific 
words, verbs, address forms, demonstrative pronouns, and question words; 
(3) it was discovered that most of teenagers in Lendang Ape tend to use mix 
language between BSA and BSB when they communicate with the family 
members, and tend to use combination of BI and BS in schools and special 
occasions. 
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