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           ABSTRACT 

This study was conducted to find out the effect of using mnemonic strategy in improving 

students‟ vocabulary mastery. The subject of this study was the first year students of MTs Darul 

Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis. This study involved 40 students. It took two weeks to collect the data. 

The process was starting from giving the pre-test, then giving the treatment and the last was 

giving the post-test. The tests involved multiple choice, fill in the gaps and matching the words. 

The result of the test was computed to the statistical analysis. The repeated measure method of 

analysis was used for analyzing the data. Then the result of the t-test was 6.52, it was higher than 

t-table critical value of at confidence level 0.05 (95%) it was 2.02289 and at confidence level 

0.01 (99%) it was 2.70791. It means that mnemonic strategy is effective in improving students‟ 

vocabulary mastery at the first year students of MTs Darul Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis in 

Academic year 2014/2015. 
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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini dilaksanakan dengan tujuan untuk mencari efek signifikan dari penggunaan strategi 

mnemonik untuk meningkatkan kemampuan kosa kata siswa. Subjek dari penelitian ini adalah 

siswa kelas satu pada MTs Darul Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis. Penelitian ini meliputi 40 siswa. 

Diperlukan waktu dua minggu untuk mengumpulkan data. Prosesnya dimulai dari pemberian 

pre-test kemudain dilanjutkan dengan tindakan (treatment), dan yang terakhir pemberian post-

test. Tes-tes tersebut terdiri dari pilihan ganda, isian dan menjodohkan. Hasil-hasil dari tes 

tersebut kemudian dimasukkan kedalam analisis statistik. Analisis statistik yang digunakan 

adalah repeated measure. Kemudian hasil dari t-test tersebut adalah 6.52. Ini menunjukkan 

bahwa nilai dari t-tes tersebut lebih tinggi dari nilai t-table pada confiden level .05 (95%) yaitu 

2.02289 dan pada confiden level .01 (99%) yaitu 2.70791. Ini menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan 

strategi mnemonic efektif untuk meningkatkan kemampuan kosa kata siswa pada siswa kelas 

satu di MTs Darul Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis pada tahun ajaran 2014/2015. 

 

Kata Kunci: Kemampuan Kosa Kata, Strategi Mnemonik. 
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A. INTRODUCTION  

a.  Background of the Study 

English as an International language is 

used all over the world. Some countries use 

it as their first language, second language 

and Indonesia is  one of the countries which 

use English as a foreign language. 

Therefore, it becomes a very important to 

learn it. In other word, knowing English will 

help us to communicate and make relations 

with other people from other countries. This 

is also the reason why the government has 

decided to choose English as one of the 

school subjects that should be learnt at  

schools.  

In relation to language as a means for 

communication, there are three aspects that 

students have to build their understanding of 

the language. They are: 

1. Vocabulary 

2. Sentence structure or what is 

commonly known as grammar 

3.  Pronounciation. 

 

Vocabulary is the head of elements 

to understand a language. Language without 

vocabulary is nonsense, there is nothing to 

do with English without vocabulary. 

McCharty (1990 in Campillo, 2006:36), 

stated that, 

“no matter how well the students 

learn grammar, no matter how 

successfully the sound of L2 are 

mastered, without words to express a 

wide range of meaning, 

communication in L2 just cannot 

happen in any meaningful way.” 

 

There are many ways to master 

English. However, people sometimes find 

difficulty to understand it because of their 

lack of vocabulary. The less vocabulary the 

students have, the less they can write, 

speaking, read and listen. For example, if 

someone wants to deliver a message, he/she 

has to know the vocabularies. “A command 

of words will make you a better writer, 

speaker, listener, and reader,” (Langan, 

2012:575). 

Vocabulary has an important role in 

a language. Therefore, English teachers 

should be creative in helping their students 

to enrich their vocabulary. In other words, if 

the foreign language students want to master 

English they have to have a mastery of 

vocabulary. 

The students‟ mind set of English is 

difficult to learn. That is why English 

teachers require a big effort to make English 

classes interesting and enjoyful. This way, 

the EFL learners will be easier and also 

happier in learning English. A number of 

students are getting bored when they are 

learning English because of their teachers‟ 

lack of creativity in teaching english. “A 

teacher should have various strategy instead 

of using single strategy in order to avoid 

boredom to their students during the 

learning process” (Thornbury: 2002). 

One phenomenon found by 

Jobrack (n.d) is that “much of vocabulary 

instruction consisted of teachers identifying 

words and students looking up and then 

writing the definitions of those words.” This 

strategy is often used by some EFL teachers. 

It needs big efforts to memorize the words 

but it will be easy to forget it. Furthermore, 

students face sometimes reluctant to open 

their notes when they want to use the words. 

This is in line with Amoli and Karbalaei 

(2012:458) who stated “One of the major 

problems that language learners often face in 

learning vocabulary is that what they learn 

today is forgotten tomorrow.” 

Based on my observation, the 

students of MTs Darul Hikmah NW Jeruk 

Manis are not different from the other 

students, in that they also face the same 

problem relating to the vocabulary. This 

school does not have a special achievement  

in Central Lombok, especially in English. 
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The teachers in this school are believed that 

they have struggled in teaching their 

students to master English. On the other 

hand, low motivation and low interest of 

students in learning English have become 

crucial factors that should be considered by 

teachers. This means that the English 

teachers should be able to use a suitable 

method, approaches and techiques in 

teaching English.  

Based on the background above, a 

strategy that may help students increase their 

vocabulary is good to be experimented. This 

strategy is called mnemonic strategy. This 

strategy is proposed because it is potentially 

able to create a lively situation and also 

contribute to enrich the students‟ mastery of 

vocabulary. Besides that, it may help 

students to memorize new vocabulary.  

“Mnemonics or memory-aiding 

devices are basic kinds of associations or 

strategies used by learners to increase 

memory, to be more explicit, these devices 

are used for consolidation of form-meaning 

connection in memory,” (Amoli and 

Karebalaei, 2012:460). By using this 

strategy the students can develop their better 

ways  much easier in memorizing and 

retrieving new vocabulary. Then, it may 

help them in making memorable connection 

of words and their meaning, not only in 

short period of time but also in long period 

of time.   

Based on the discussion above, “The 

Use of Mnemonic strategy in Improving 

Students‟ Vocabulary Mastery” is good to 

be investigated. This is an experimental 

study and will be conducted at The First 

Year Students of MTs Darul Hikmah NW 

Jeruk Manis in academic year 2014/2015”. 

 

b. Definition And the Importance of 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is number of words 

which are known and used in language. 

McCarthy et al (2010:1) stated,    

“Vocabulary is all about words”. It  is one 

element which has the importance role in 

language. “Vocabulary is all the word which 

exist in a particular language or 

subject,”(Cambridge Dictionary). 

    Where there is speaking, reading, 

listening or reading, the vocabulary is 

needed. “...reader cannot get the idea if there 

are unknown words included in the text.” 

(Mubeen et al, 2014:12).  

Therefore, one who wants to 

understand a language, he or she should 

master the vocabulary because it is nothing 

they can do with language without 

vocabulary. Fisher (n.d) stated that 

“Vocabulary is one indicator of a learner‟s 

background knowledge. If a learner 

understands a word, he or she probably has 

an understanding of the concepts related to 

the word.” 

 Moreover, Allen (1983:2) said that 

“Learners often believed that all they needed 

was a large number of words”. It means that 

the important of vocabulary is not doubted. 

Knowing vocabulary means knowing 

the first aspect of language. Leraners need 

vocabulary as long as they use the language. 

As cited in Mc Carthy et al (2010:1), “When 

we use language we use words all time, 

thousand of them. If we know a languge 

well, we know how to write its words and 

how to say its words. 

 

c. Notion of Vocabulary 

Since the vocabulary plays a very 

important role in language, Beck et al (n.d in 

Smith, n.d:1) tried to give a description of 

the extent of words knowledge in four 

stages. 

Stage 1: Never saw it before.  

Stage 2: Heard it, but doesn‟t know what it 

means.  

Stage 3: Recognizes it in context as having 

something to do with _____.  

Stage 4: Knows it well. 
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There are many kinds of vocabulary. 

There are noun, verb, adjective, adverb etc. 

They are used for making a meaningful 

sentence. For mastering English, it is not 

enough just to know one kind of the 

vocabulary. To be a good English speaker, 

listener, reader and writer students should 

master the all kind of the vocabulary. Thus 

increase a question, what kind of vocabulary 

that a students should know firstly?. Allen 

(1983:7) stated that “In books that are 

intended for the first stage of English, the 

vocabulary lessons usually contain words 

for person, things in the classroom,....” 

Therefore, the words that are introduced to 

the students firstly are nouns around them 

because the meanings of the words not 

difficult to be made clear. 

Allen (1983:9) also added some facts 

that become aware by teachers when 

teaching vocabulary. 

1. Foreign words for familiar objects 

and person are important to teach, 

but we can not expect most members 

of the class to learn them easily. 

2. Teaching such words will require 

special skills because students often 

feel their native-language words for 

familiar objects and persons are all 

they really need. 

3. Students are very likely to feel that 

foreign words for familiar objects are 

not really needed when the foreign 

language is not used for 

communication outside the language 

class. 

4. When a student feels no real need to 

learn something, a feeling of need 

must be created-by the teacher. 

5. To create in students‟ minds a sense 

of personal need for a foreign word, 

it is not enough to say, “Here is word 

to learn,” “ Here is what the word 

means,” “The word will be useful to 

you someday.” 

Therefore, teaching vocabulary is not 

as easy as we think, it is hard and needs 

some techniques to introduce new words to 

students and make them think that the words 

are important for them. It is one aspect that 

usually forgotten by some teachers. 

Furthermore, Nation (2001: 23-30) 

described two kinds of vocabulary there are 

productive vocabulary and receptive 

vocabulary. He stated that “Receptive 

carries the idea that we receive language 

input from others through listening or 

reading and try to comprehend it, productive 

that we produce langauge forms by speaking 

and writing to convey message to others.”  

It means that productive vocabulary 

is words which are used when we are 

speaking and writing because speaking 

products sounds and writing products 

written, it is aslo called active vocabulary. 

Receptive vocabulary is words that are 

received from reading and listening, it is 

also called passive vocabulary. 

Therefore, teachers should be able to 

transfer the receptive vocabulary into 

productive vocabulary to make it 

communicative as the standar competency 

of english language teaching, it is students 

are able to communicate by using English. 

From the axplanation above, it can 

concluded that there are so many kinds of 

vocabulary that often  increase 

embarrassment to the students. Then 

teachers should do big effort in teaching 

their students because knowing vocabulary 

not only understand its meaning but aslo 

understand how, where and when to use it. 

 

d. Mnemonic 

“The word mnemonic is derived from 

the Greek word Mnemosyne, referring to the 

ancient Greek goddess of memory. The use 

of mnemonic dates back to 500B.C”, (Yates, 

1966 in Amiryousefi, 2011:178). Mnemonic 

is kind of technique to help us remember 

new information. In learning English 
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mnemonic may used as a strategy for 

remembering new vocabulary. “Mnemonics 

are techniques or devices such as a rhyme or 

an image that serve to enhance the storage 

and the recall of information contained in 

memory”, (Solso, 1995 in Pillai, 2007:1).  

Moreover, in Collin Cobuild Dictionary 

(2006) described mnemonic as “a word, 

short poem, or sentence that is intended to 

help you remember things such as rules or 

spelling rules. For example, „I before e, 

except after c‟ is a mnemonic to help people 

remember how to spell words like „believe 

and receive‟”. 

 

e. Teaching English Through 

Mnemonic 

Seal (n.d in Celce-Murcia, 1991:296) 

stated that “‟Words‟ are perceived as the 

building blocks upon which a knowledge of 

the second language can be built.” Since 

vocabulary has the importance role in 

English, therefore, students need trick to 

memorize it, without knowing the word 

students can not use the language. 

Mnemonic is one of tricks that may help 

them in memorizing vocabulary.  

“Mnemonic devices are useful ways of 

enhancing vocabulary learning and recall.” 

(Amiryousefi, 2011:181) 

Furthermore, Ellis (1995 in Amoli and 

Karbalaei, 2012:460) indicated that 

“learners can enhance their retention of new 

words if they employ various mnemonic 

strategies, such as visual methods and verbal 

methods.”                                                     

Therefore, Thompson (1987 in 

Amiryousefi, 2011:179) classified 

mnemonic strategy into five classes; 

linguistics, spatial, visual, physical   

response and verbal methods.  

A. Linguistic Mnemonics 

1. Peg word method 

Peg word method act as pegs or hooks 

which relate one word with the other and 

make them as a relation that easy to be 

memorized. Peg word method has two 

stages. At first students are asked to 

remember 10 number-rhyme pairs like one 

is bun or john, two is shoe, three is tree. In 

the second stage the students are asked to 

visualize the word and try to link it to 

rhyming words.  

2. The key word method 

Key word method according to Hulstijn 

(1997 in  Amiryousefi, 2011:179) required 

three stages. At first a L1 or L2 word that 

has acoustic similarity to the target word is 

given to the learner to act as the key word. 

In the second stage the learner is asked to 

make an association between the target word 

and the keyword. Finally he is asked to 

make a mental image of the combination of 

the keyword and the target word.  

 

 

B. Spatial Mnemonics 

1. The loci method 

“It is mnemonic strategy which uses the 

special and famous place as a way to put 

words or terms which have to be 

remembered by students. Word loci it self is 

plural of “Locus” that has meaning place. In 

this case, the names of famous cities, 

building, and street can be used for placing 

word and term that relevant in the meaning 

has a similarity in character or situation. For 

example, the capital city of USA can be 

used for remembering the first president of 

the country (George Washington)”. (Syah, 

2002 in Rosdiana, 2009:15-16) 

2. Spatial grouping 

The idea behind this method is that 

instead of writing words in a column, 

students can be asked to form patterns like a 

triangle with them.  

3. The finger method 

Through this method students can be 

asked to associate each word with a finger. 

This method is especially useful with 

children to learn numbers, days of the week 
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and month of the year (Holden, 1999  in 

Amiryousefi, 2011:180). 

 

C. Visual Mnemonics 

1. Pictures  

Wright (1989 in Amiryousefi, 2011:180) 

believes that 

“Meaning can not be derived only from 

verbal language. Pictures and objects not 

only can be used to give meaning and 

information but they also can be used to the 

motivation and interest of the students. 

Using this method, a picture can be used to 

make the meaning of the word clear. It can 

sometimes be accompanied by its definition. 

This method can, however, be used with 

concrete words and usually with elementary 

or pre-intermediate students.” 

2. Visualization or imagery 

Instead of using real pictures, this method 

allows a word to be visualized. The learner 

imagines a picture or a scene which is 

associated with the target word.  

 

D. The Verbal Method 

1. Grouping or semantic organization 

As organized materials are easier to 

store in and retrieve from long-term 

memory, to organize the words in some 

fashion will enhance their recall (Anderson, 

2000; Thomson, 1987 in Amiryousefi, 

2011:180) . If the target words to be 

remembered are, for example, dog, cat, 

chair, sofa, table, milk, eggs and butter they 

can be organized and remembered under 

three categories: animals (for dog and cat ), 

furniture ( for chair, sofa and table) and food 

(for milk, egg and butter).  

2. Story-telling or the narrative chain 

In this method the learner links the 

words together by a story. At first he should 

associate the target words with a topic or 

some topics, then he should connect them by 

making up a story containing the words 

(Thompson, 1987; Holden, 1999; 

Mirhassani and Eghtesadei, 2007 in 

Amiryousefi, 2011:180). This method is 

especially useful for high level students. 

 

E. Physical Responses Methods 

1. Physical response method 

According to this method the learner 

should move his body or parts of his body in 

a certain way that illustrates the meaning of 

the word. If the target word is tiptoe, for 

example, the student can get up on his tiptoe 

and move across the room. It can be 

imaginary too. It means that he can imagine 

the action of moving on his tiptoe 

(Thompson, 1987; Holden, 1999 in 

Amiryousefi, 2011:180).  

2. Physical sensation method 

This strategy  is devised by Oxford 

and Scarcella (1994) in Amiryousefi 

(2011:180). Through this method the learner 

associates the new word to a physical 

sensation. For example he can feel cold 

when he learns the word frigid. 

 

f. Previous Study 

One study was conducted before this 

topic by Ina Rosdiana in 2009 under the title 

“The Effectiveness of Mnemonic Devices in 

Vocabulary Learning”. However, she 

conducted her study at elementary school 

students. It was at the fifth grade students of 

SDN Babakan 1. 

          She found that vocabulary 

teaching using mnemonic was effective to 

help the students learned and memorized 

vocabulary. Furthermore, it was also help 

teachers and students created more effective 

and interacting learning and teaching 

process. 
 

B. RESEARCH METHOD 

a. Research Design 

This research has the purpose of 

finding out the use of mnemonic strategy in 

improving students‟ vocabulary mastery at 

the first year students of MTs Darul Hikmah 
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NW Jeruk Manis in academic year 

2014/2015 

This research was an experimental 

research. It was designed to investigate the 

relationship between two variables, 

vocabulary and the mnemonic strategy. I 

used one group of the students as sample 

because the total number of students were 

40 and just consisted of one class. I used 

repeated measure method of analysis where 

it just compared the result of the pre test and 

post test. I gave the treatments about two 

weeks. 

 

b. Subject of the Study 

In conducting the experimental 

research, the students of MTs Darul Hikmah 

NW Jeruk Manis were taken as the subject 

of the study. There was one class for first 

grade students in that school which 

consisted of 40 students and they were the 

subject of this research. 

 

 

c. Research Stages 

3.3.1 Giving Pre-test 

Pre-test was the first step in 

gathering the data. I gave the students a pre-

test to determine their ability or background 

in vocabulary. This test was given to the 

students before vocabulary was taught by 

using mnemonic strategy. The kind of test 

was multiple choice, fill in the blanks, and 

matching words. There were 10 items of 

multiple choice test, 5 items of fill in the 

blanks, and 15 items of matching the words. 

 

3.3.2 Giving Treatment 

Diverse treatment was given to the 

group next. In this treatment the teacher 

came to the class, four times. I taught 

English vocabulary by using the mnemonic 

strategy. There were two sessions in the 

form of teaching activities in one week and 

40 minutes for one meeting.  

 

3.3.3 Giving Post-test 

The final step was giving post-tests. 

The purpose of the post-test was to know 

and measure the students‟ improvement of 

English vocabularies after being given the 

treatment. 

 

d. Procedure of the Data Analysis   

After the data was obtained from the 

score of the student, the repeated measures 

method of analysis will be used. 

To analyze the result of the test, the 

following test will be wisely applied:   

1. Identifying standard deviation by 

using this formula: 

 SD=  

Where: 

SD = standard deviation 

2. Identifying corrected standard 

deviation 

  

Where: 

SD = Corrected standard deviation 

 

3. Identifying the degree of differences 

  

Where:  

t-test  = the degree of differences 

       

4. The coefficient of t-test was 

consulted to t- table by making use 

of N-1 as the degree of freedom (df). 

(Yusra, 2009:50-51) 

  

5. Testing Hypothesis 

a. If t-test ≤ t-table at the 

confidence level of .05 (95%) 

and .01 (99%). 

The Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 

“Mnemonic strategy can improve 

students‟ vocabulary mastery.” 

accepted. 
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b. If t-test ≥ t-table at the 

confidence level of .05 (95%) 

and .01 (99%). 

The Null Hyphothesis (Ho) 

“Mnemonic strategy cannot 

improve students‟ vocabulary 

mastery.” rejected. 

 

C. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

a.  Finding 

      This chapter presents the analysis 

of the data gathered related to the use of the 

use of mnemonic strategy in improving the 

students‟ vocabulary mastery of the first 

year students of MTs Darul Hikmah NW 

Jeruk Manis in Academic year 2014/2015. 

In gathering the data, I spent two weeks to 

do all the process of collecting data. The 

process included pre-test, treatment, and 

post-test. Pre-test was given before the 

students received the treatment. The test was 

given to know the students‟ capability in 

English especially to measure the students‟ 

mastery of vocabulary. This pre-test was 

conducted on 4
rd

 of December. 

In the treatment process, the students 

were taught by using mnemonic strategy 

which focused on linguistic mnemonic, it 

was key word mnemonic. The process of 

getting the data were held on December 4
th

, 

6
th

, 11
th

, and 13
th

. The topic was about 

nouns.  

          During the treatment students 

were taught about family members and 

things around them. I came to the class as 

their teacher. In first meeting I explained 

them about mnemonic strategy that may 

help them in memorizing vocabulary 

especially key word mnemonic. Then they 

identified the meaning of words in their text 

books then wrote them with their meaning in 

the whiteboard. Students read the words 

with their meaning together. After that, they 

were asked to make mnemonic of those 

words. The students were so enthusiastic 

and enjoy to express their idea in using the 

mnemonic strategy in finding the relation of 

those words with some words in their native 

language. Moreover, they wrote those words 

and their mnemonic in their note books. 

 The last step was post-test. This 

test was aimed to find out the students‟ 

achievement after the treatment. This was to 

measure the vocabulary improvement shown 

by the students after the treatment. 

In the pre-test and the post-test, I 

gave three types of questions to be 

answered by students such as multiple 

choice, fill in the blank, and matching 

words. To calculate the scores, the 

writer used the following formula: 

1. The score for multiple choice were 

counted using the formula: 

 

Score  =    correct answer x 20 

 number items of multiple choice 

 

 

2. The score of fill in the gaps were 

counted using the formula: 

 

Score =  correct answer x 10 

      number item of fill in the gaps 

 

 

3. The score of matching word were 

counted using the formula: 

 

 Score =  correct answer  x 20 

      number items of matching words 

After all the questions were 

corrected by using above formula, then I 

calculated the students‟ score by multiply 

those scores with 2. Thus, the highest score 

that would probably be gained by student 

was 100. The lowest score was 0, if none of 

students‟ answers is correct. 
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Table 4.1 score of pre-test and post-test 
NO. Subject Pre-test Post-test 

1 PJ 46 52 

2 DN 50 56 

3 AES 59 60 

4 LS 59 60 

5 RM 24 58 

6 DA 47 59 

7 MR 38 58 

8 ERN 40 48 

9 SFT 32 36 

10 TFH 70 70 

11 NR 24 24 

12 SZ 28 47 

13 HR 28 58 

14 IA 52 66 

15 NA 19 48 

16 AD 46 64 

17 ML 46 64 

18 HLF 40 62 

19 YLS 26 58 

20 ENT 44 66 

21 FTR 56 48 

22 ISN 51 58 

23 RSN 56 60 

24 JMN 62 70 

25 LND 26 48 

26 LHY 32 48 

27 HRD 62 84 

28 ATS 44 64 

29 SRD 51 58 

30 ATM 26 66 

31 WYF 40 60 

32 MHR 51 62 

33 SCH 26 36 

34 ALF 26 24 

35 WRD 51 59 

36 SDR 56 60 

37 YYA 56 56 

38 ZTN 56 47 

39 MHR 46 56 

40 MKHM 56 52 

∑ 1748 2230 

MEAN 43.7 55.75 

INCREASE 12.05 

LOWEST 19 24 

HIGEST 70 84 

 

  From the tabulation above, it can be 

seen that there was significant differences 

between the result of pre-test and post-test 

where the mean score of pre-test is 43.7. 

After the treatment was given I gave the 

students post-test which consist of 30 

questions to measure the improvement of 

vocabulary mastery and the mean score of 

post-test is 55.75. It was indicated that the 

mean score increase 12.05 point. It was also 

can seen that the lowest score of the pre-test 

was 19 and lowest score of the post test was 

24. The higher score of pre test was 70 and 

the highest score of post test was 84. From 

this data, it can be summarized that the score 

of the post-test is higher than pre-test.  

4.1.1 Data Computation 

    In this stage, I computed the 

deviation score obtained from the raw 

score of pre-test and post-test. 

 
 

Table.4.2 The Computation of Deviation 

Score 

No Subject 

Pre-

test 

(X) 

Post-

test(Y) 

Deviatio

n Score 

(D) 

Square of 

Deviation 

Score    

(D2) 

1 PJ 46 52 6 36 

2 DN 50 56 6 36 

3 AES 59 60 1 1 

4 LS 59 60 1 1 

5 RM 24 58 34 1156 

6 DA 47 59 12 144 

7 MR 38 58 20 400 

8 ERN 40 48 8 56 

 9 SFT 32 36 4 16 

10 TFH 70 70 0 0 

11 NR 24 24 0 0 

12 SZ 28 47 19 361 

13 HR 28 58 30 900 

14 IA 52 66 14 196 

15 NA 19 48 29 841 

16 AD 46 64 18 324 

17 ML 46 64 18 324 

18 HLF 40 62 22 484 

19 YLS 26 58 32 1024 
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20 ENT 44 66 22 484 

21 FTR 56 48 -8 56 

22 ISN 51 58 7 49 

23 RSN 56 60 4 16 

24 JMN 62 70 8 56 

25 LND 26 48 22 484 

26 LHY 32 48 16 256 

27 HRD 62 84 22 484 

28 ATS 44 64 20 400 

29 SRD 51 58 7 49 

30 ATM 26 66 40 1600 

31 WYF 40 60 20 400 

32 MHR 51 62 11 121 

33 SCH 26 36 10 100 

34 ALF 26 24 -2 4 

35 WRD 51 59 8 56 

36 SDR 56 60 4 16 

37 YYA 56 56 0 0 

38 ZTN 56 47 -9 81 

39 MHR 46 56 10 100 

40 MKHM 56 52 -4 16 

∑ 1748 2230 482 11128 

MEAN 43.7 55.75 12.05 278.2 

 

4.1.2 The Computation and Analysis of 

Mean Scores 

       After getting the deviation score of 

pre-test and post-test. The mean deviation 

score was computed by using formula 

bellow: 

1. Identifying standard deviation by using 

this formula: 

SD =  
 

    SD =  

      SD =  

        SD =  

    SD =  

    SD =  

     SD = 11.6793 
 

2. Identifying corrected standard 

deviation 

  

        

  

SD = 1.8479 

From the data computation above we 

find that the mean score of post-test is 

higher than mean score of pre-test. However 

it was can not indicated that mnemonic 

strategy was effective in improving 

students‟ vocabulary mastery, therefore, we 

need to compute the mean score of pre-test, 

mean score of post-test, score of standard 

deviation and corrected standard deviation 

into t-test to know the effectiveness of 

mnemonic strategy in students‟ vocabulary 

mastery. 
   

3. Identifying the degree of differences 

  

      =  

                                 =  

                                  = -6.5209 

           T-test          = 6.5209 
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  From the computation of the data 

above, the value of t-test was 6.5 

b. Discussion 

To find the effect of the use of 

mnemonic strategy in improving the 

students‟ mastery of vocabulary was by 

comparing the result of the t-test value with 

the t-table. Then, based on the result of the 

statistical computation above, it was found 

that the mean deviation score of post-test 

was higher than pre-test; 55.75 for post-test 

and 43.7 for pre-test. This proved that 

teaching vocabulary by using the mnemonic 

strategy could increase the students‟ 

vocabulary mastery.  

Before I applied the mnemonic 

strategy, the students had a small building of 

vocabulary because they had difficulty to 

memorize words. Then, I introduced 

mnemonic as a technique in memorizing 

English vocabulary. All of them were happy 

and enjoy in learning English. They were 

happy because they can express their idea 

independently in connecting the words of 

target language to their native language. 

Considering learning English was a must for 

students and vocabulary as the first element 

of language. Most of the English teachers 

just ask the students to remember and 

memorize those words without tell them the 

way to memorize the vocabulary that can be 

remembered for long period of time.  

     In this sense, I found the result 

of test after the students got the treatment of 

using mnemonic strategy was higher than 

before they got treatment. It was supported 

by the experimental evidence by using 

statistical computation to calculate the 

students‟ score. Furthermore, to calculate 

their scores was needed t-test value to prove 

the effectiveness of using mnemonic 

strategy in teaching vocabulary. Then, the 

degree of freedom (df) was interpreted by 

comparing the two critical values:  t-test and 

t-table. The coefficient of t-test was 

consulted to t- table by making use of N-1 as 

the degree of freedom (df). The degree of 

freedom (df) was 39.  

Therefore, the value of t-table in 

confidence level of 0.05 (95%) was 2.02289 

and for confidence level of 0.01 (99%) was 

2.70791. 

Table 4.3 The comparison between t-test 

and t-table 

value 

of t-

test 

Degree 

of 

freedom 

(df) 

Value of t-table  

.05 

(confidence 

level of 

95%) 

.01 

(confidence 

level of 

99%) 

6.52 39 2.02289 2.70791 
 

          The data computation above showed 

that t-test value (6.52) was higher than the t-

table value at confidence level of 95% is 

2.02289 and at confidence level of 99% is 

2.70791. It showed that, the mnemonic 

strategy was effective to be used in 

improving the students‟ vocabulary mastery. 

    The analysis above indicated that the 

Null Hypothesis (Ho): “The mnemonic 

strategy is not effective to be used in 

improving students‟ vocabulary mastery” is 

failed to be accepted. The Alternate 

Hypothesis (Ha): The mnemonic strategy is 

effective to be used in improving students‟ 

vocabulary mastery ” was accepted.  

During two weeks experiments, the 

students learned English vocabulary through 

the mnemonic strategy. The use of 

mnemonic strategy helped students 

improved their mastery of vocabulary. 

Learning vocabulary played an essential role 

because it was the head element of language. 

In other words, vocabulary was a key 

component to success in mastering English. 

Thus, vocabulary was one of component that 
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supported the English skill such as reading, 

speaking, listening, and writing.  

By using mnemonic strategy the 

students will not always depends on 

dictionary in remembering words. It can 

help the students in remembering and 

memorizing the vocabulary in a long period. 

They can also create the different situation 

in learning English than as usual. In 

addition, the mnemonic strategy made 

teaching and learning activity more 

enjoyable and interesting.  

Finally, the analysis and interpretation 

of the data lead me to the conclusion that the 

mnemonic strategy was effective to be used 

in increasing students‟ vocabulary mastery 

of the first year students of MTs Darul 

Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis in Academic year 

2014/2015.  

D. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

a.  Conclusion 

 The main concern of this study was 

to test the hypothesis whether the use 

mnemonic strategy can improve the 

students‟ vocabulary mastery or not. The 

current investigation showed that there was 

a significant difference between the students 

vocabulary achievement before they got 

treatment and after they got treatment. The 

value of the mnemonic strategy had greatest 

contribution to the teaching of vocabulary. 

The significant difference was found after 

the treatment and it was shown in statistical 

analysis of t-test. The t-test value (6.52) was 

higher than the t-table value at confidence 

level of 95% is 2.02289 and at confidence 

level of 99% is 2.70791. 

       Applying the mnemonic strategy in 

the class can change the atmosphere of the 

class. The students can develop their idea to 

find out the relating words of the target 

language to their native language. Then, 

their native language can help them in 

remembering and memorizing target 

language. Thus, the conclusion of this 

research as follow: 

“There is positive contribution in 

teaching English vocabulary through 

mnemonic strategy of the first year students 

of MTs Darul Hikmah NW Jeruk Manis in 

academic year 2014/2015”. 

b. Suggestion 

Based on the result of the research, I 

would like to offer some suggestions for 

teacher, students and next researcher to be 

considered in enlarging the students‟ 

mastery of vocabulary. The suggestions are: 

1. For teachers 

a. For the English teacher, the 

mnemonic can be used as a strategy 

in teaching vocabulary. The 

students will be more interested 

when the teacher teaches English 

vocabulary by applying mnemonic. 

They can express their idea fluently 

in memorizing vocabulary. 

b. The English teacher should never 

give up finding and using the 

appropriate strategy to increase 

students‟ motivation and interest in 

learning English. Learning 

vocabulary is not only focusing on 

the meaning, but also its 

pronunciation, its form, and its use 

as part of speech.  

c. English teacher should creative in 

finding a way to help the students 

remember and memorize 

vocabulary. Mnemonic strategy is 

one way that may help them in 

memorizing. 

 

2. For students 

a. The students of junior high school 

should develop their idea more in 

using mnemonic strategy then 
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memorizing become enjoy and 

English become easy to be learnt. 

b. The students should study hard 

and serious in learning English 

especially in improving their 

English vocabulary. 

c. The students should remember 

that English is very important and 

knowing lot of vocabulary is the 

way to understand it. 

 

3. For the next researchers 

a. I hope, the researcher has more 

quality, more creativity and 

innovative in creating the 

greatest way in teaching 

vocabulary. 

b. This study can be used as a 

reference in conducting further 

research, especially in dealing 

with investigate on mastery of 

vocabulary with the different 

subject and different design.  

Note : This article was made based on the 

writer‟ thesis with the guidance from Drs. 

H.Priyono, M.A, Ph.D. and Dr. Muh. Amin, 

M.Tesol 
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