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ABSTRAK 
 
 

Tesis ini berjudul “An Error Analysis in Using Present Continuous Tense: A case 
Study at The Second Grade Students of Hotel Department of SMKN 4 Mataram 

Academic Year 2014/2015” bertujuan untuk menemukan kesalahan-kesalahan, 
jenis-jenis kesalahan, kesalahan-kesalahan apa yang paling banyak dilakukan dan 
penyebab kesalahan-kesalahan yang ditunjukkan dalam menggunakan Present 
Continuous Tense oleh siswa kelas dua sekolah kejuruan SMKN 4 Mataram. 
Pelaku dalam penelitian ini adalah seluruh kelas di jurusan Perhotelan 1 dan 2 di 
SMKN4 Mataram yang terdiri dari 45 siswa. Penulis mengumpulkan data dengan 
cara memberikan para siswa tes dan daftar pertanyaan. Hasil tes menunjukkan ada 
4 tipe kesalahan yang dibuat oleh siswa, yaitu: Omission Errors (OM), Addition 
Errors (ADD), Misformation Errors (MF) and Misordering Errors (MO). Hasil 
penelitian juga menemukan bahwa dari 315 kesalahan yang dibuat oleh siswa, ada 
128 di OM, 66 di ADD, 114 di MF dan 7 di MO. Dengan presentase kesalahan 
sebanyak 40,63% di OM, 20,95% di ADD, 36,19% di MF and 02,22% di MO.  
Disamping itu, hasil dari daftar pertanyaan menemukan bahwa dari 45 siswa, 38 
diantaranya Bahasa Inggrisnya dipengaruhi oleh bahasa ibu. 
 
 
Kata kunci: present continuous tense, kesalahan analisis. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis is entitled “An Error Analysis in Using Present Continuous Tense: A 
Case Study at The Second Grade Students of Hotel Department of SMKN 4 
Mataram Academic Year 2014/2015” is aimed at finding out the errors, types of 
errors, what errors they mostly did, and what caused the errors that are shown in 
the present continuous tenses made by the second year students of SMKN 4 
Mataram. The subjects of this research are the entire class of Hotel Department 1 
and 2 in SMKN 4 Mataram consisting 45 students. The writer collected the data 
by giving the students test and questionnaire. The results of tests found that there 
are four types of errors that were made by the students, they are Omission Errors 
(OM), Addition Errors (ADD), Misformation Errors (MF) and Misordering Errors 
(MO). It is also found  that from the total number of 315 errors made by students, 
there are 128 in OM, 66 in ADD, 114 in MF and 7 in MO. The percentages of 
errors are shown in such types as 40,63% in OM, 20,95% in ADD, 36,19% in MF 
and 02,22% in MO. Besides, the results of  questionnaires was found that there 
were 38 from 45 students whose English was influenced by first Language (L1). 
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A. Introduction 

In learning English,  using English  is not as easy as we imagine because 

there is a set of rules that must be obeyed, that is grammar rules. Grammar is 

actually a very important part in the process of using the English language in both 

speaking and writing skills.  

The status of English as an international language has made people try to 

master it. Since grammar rules play important role in English mastery, grammar 

must be mastered by the students anyway. Grammar is a good supplement to 

strengthen our expression so that students have to learn many different grammar 

rules to be able to express themselves meaningfully. The use of correct grammar 

is also very important, because one grade level is at the proper use of grammar. 

As a result, people think that learning English can give big benefits of becoming 

international workers and being able to communicate with other people coming 

from other countries. 

Furthermore, although the Present Continuous Tense  is the most common 

form of tense taught, it does not mean that the graduates of the Hotel Department 

of SMKN 4 Mataram are free of making errors in terms of language form and use. 

Usually, the errors occur in the productive skills, such as; speaking and writing. 

Yet, to analyze the errors in productive skills in short time is not easy. It takes 

much time, money, and requires a high ability in analyzing. Therefore, the writer 

decides to analyze only the grammatical errors made by students of Hotel 

Department at SMKN 4 Mataram. 



The ability to write is considered less likely to get attention from the 

teachers compared to other abilities. Students are considered to have less practice 

writing in English to improve their language skills. Indeed, students get less 

feedback from the teachers. Error analysis aims to learn more about the level of 

students’ ability, problems, and to find the parts where students have difficulties 

in learning.  

The writer chooses the students of Hotel Department at 2nd year as the 

subject of the research because the students are supposed to be good in English 

since they have been learning about tourism. So it is important to know whether 

or not the students make  errors in using Present Continuous and what kind of 

errors that students make at  2nd year of Hotel Department. The writer hopes that 

the result of this research will be useful not only for the students of Hotel 

Department at 2nd year, but also for the teachers, so that, the errors that will be 

analyzed are limited to students’ errors in using present continuous tense. 

 

B. Research Method 

 
The method that was used in this study was descriptive method, because 

descriptive method is appropriate to explain the events that are found in the field. 

The writer took all of the population in this investigation, that was, the second 

grade students of Hotel Department of SMKKN 4 Mataram in academic year 

2014/2015. The Hotel Department has forty five (45) students which are divided 

into two classes as follows: Class II A.P1 : 21 students and Class II A.P2 : 24 

students. 



In collecting the data, the writer used the following instruments: 

1. Test 

The test was taken from a picture and then the students were asked to produce 

their language in the form of written language through writing a descriptive 

text using Present Continuous tense. 

2. Questionnaire 

The writer provided questionnaire for students in order to know the difficulties 

faced by students. The questionnaire consisted of 10 questions related to 

student’s problem in using present continuous tense. 

The data were gathered using descriptive method was then analyzed 

qualitatively. The use of qualitative method was required to be able to describe the 

learners’ errors and problems in the use of Present Continuous.  

The followings are the steps done in analyzing the data: 

1. Identification of Error 

In this stage, the writer identified the errors made by students in using present 

continuous tense based on their answer sheets of the test given. 

 

2. Classification of Error 

Having identified  the students’ errors, the writer classified the errors made by 

the students in using Present Continuous tense based on the types of errors 

given by Dulay (1982 cited in Muni), those types as follows:  



a) Omission Error 

b) Addition Error 

c) Mis-formation Error 

d) Mis-ordering Error 

 

3. Description 

Describe the classified errors. In this case, the writer interpreted the 

percentage of errors made by the students. 

 

4. Explanation 

At this point, the writer evaluated all findings. All information were 

elaborated and compared with the findings in the previous studies. It also 

explained the result found in this study. 

 

C. Finding and Discussion 

The classification of these errors has been explained on chapter 2 

(categories of errors in error analysis). The outline errors can be classified into 

four types, they are: 

a. Errors of omission: the absence of an item test must appear in a well-formed 

utterance 

b. Errors of addition: the presence of an item, which must not appear in well-

formed utterance 



c. Errors of misformation: the use of the wrong form of the morpheme or 

structure 

d. Errors of misordering: the incorrect placement of a morpheme or a group of 

morpheme in an utterance. 

The total numbers of errors and frequency in percentages of errors of each 

type of errors (omission, addition, misformation and misordering) will be 

provided bellow. 

 The total errors:  OM= 128 + ADD= 66 + MF= 114 + MO= 7 

           =  315 

Explain: (OM= Omission, ADD= Addition, MF= Misformation, MO= 

Misordering). 

To count the percentage of each error the writer used the next formula: 

  Error of OM/ADD/MF/MO  X 100% 

   Total Errors 
 

 Percentage of omission error 

 Error of Omission x 100% 
    Total Error 

  
 128   x 100% = 40,63 % 
 315 

 

 Percentage of Addition error   

 Error of Eddition x 100% 
     Total Error 

 
   66   x 100%  =  20,95 % 
  315 



 Percentage of Misformation  error   

 Error of Misformation    x 100% 
         Total Error 

 
 114 x 100%  =  36,19 % 
 315 
 
 

 Percentage of Misordering error   

 Error of Misordering    x 100% 
       Total Error 

 

  _7_ x 100%  =  02,22 % 
  315 
 
 
 
 

Frequency of occurrence of each error type 

 
Type of Errors Number of Errors Percentage of Errors 

Omission 

Addition 

Misformation 

Misordering 

     128 

     66 

     114 

     7 

     40,63 % 

     20,95 % 

     36,19 % 

     02,22 % 

TOTAL      315      100 % 

 

Questionnaires Result 

No Questions Yes No 

1 Apakah anda senang belajar bahasa Inggris? 

(Do you like learning English?) 

36 9 



2 Apakah anda suka dengan metode yang diberikan guru 

bahasa Inggris anda di kelas? (Do you like the method of 

your teacher in teaching English in the class?) 

26 19 

3 Apakah guru anda menjelaskan pelajaran bahasa Inggirs 

dengan jelas? (Does your teacher explain English clearly) 

32 13 

4 Apakah guru anda memberikan lebih banyak latihan menulis 

dari pada berbicara? (Does your teacher give you more 

writing than speaking) 

39 6 

5 Apakah anda menemukan kesulitan dalam memahami 

pelajaran bahasa Inggris? (Do you find difficulties in 

understanding of English?) 

44 1 

6 Apakah guru anda membantu kesulitan anda dalam 

memahami pelajaran bahasa Inggris? (Does your teacher help 

you to decrease your difficulties in understanding English?) 

32 13 

7 Apakah anda selalu praktik berbicara bahasa Inggris dengan 

teman anda? (Do you always practice English with your 

friend?) 

13 32 

8 Apakah teman anda mengerti ketika anda berbicara bahasa 

Inggris? (Does your friend understand in English when you 

speak with them?) 

15 30 

9 Apakah anda memperhatikan penggunaan grammar ketika 

berbicara bahasa Inggris? (Do you concern about grammar 

usage when you speak English?) 

4 41 



10 Apakah bahasa Inggris anda dipengaruhi oleh bahasa pertama 

anda (bahasa ibu)? (Does your English influenced by first 

language (mother tongue)? 

38 7 

 

D. Conclusion and Suggestion 

 

Based on the analysis about linguistic errors in using present continuous 

tense, the writer found that: 

1. The linguistic errors which were made by students in using present continuous 

tense could be classified into 4 categories: omission errors, addition errors, 

misformation errors and misordering errors. 

2. Dominant errors made by students are omission error. It is shown in the 

percentage of errors 128 (40,63 %) out of 315 the total number of errors. 

Dominant errors occurred because the students did not know the right form of 

morpheme or structure in creating the sentences that was caused by their first 

language interference. 

3. Based on the questionnaire given to the students,  the possible factors that may 

cause the error learning English are: first language interference (mother 

tongue), ignorant of rules restriction, lack of grammatical knowledge and 

vocabulary. 

Referring to the conclusions above, the writer strongly suggest that: 



1. The English teacher should give clear and easier explanation about present 

continuous tense, otherwise, the students still have difficulties in making 

sentences by using present continuous tense, and the students also still have 

less understanding on present continuous tense. The teacher has to be able to 

choose the most appropriate teaching method for teaching so that the teacher 

can transfer her/his knowledge effectively. 

2. Teacher should make the learning process situation interactive. It can be 

achieved by using various methods and techniques in presenting the material 

about grammar. He/she can create environment of class more fun and 

acceptable for students, although grammar is rather difficult and many of rules 

are there. 

3. Teacher should be able to read situation in teaching in the class. For example, 

when the students make errors, the teacher doesn’t have to give the quick 

correction but recast for those who are not risk takers because the student’s 

enthusiasm should be encouraged continually.  
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