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ABSTRACT 

 This research aims at describing the characteristics of main characters, and types of each 

character in the novel A New Song by Jan Karon. The purpose of this research is to find out the 

characteristics of the main characters. The data of this research were gathered through library 

research from the novel A New Song by Jan Karon as a primary resource of the data and 

secondary data also taken from other resources such as some articles and books that related to the 

topic and also from internet. The writer used descriptive method to describe the data. Some 

important results were found in this research that the main characters in the novel are a priest and 

his wife. The main characters in the story are taken from the protagonist. Jan Karon 

characterized the characters in the novel using an indirect characterization method. The conflict 

in the story is how the main characters defeating their ego. 

Keywords: Main characters, Characteristic, Character, Types of characters. 
 

 

 

 

ABSTRAK 

 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan karakteristik dari karakter utama dan tipe-tipe 

dari masing-masing karakter pendukung dalam novel A New Song karya Jan Karon. Tujuan dari 

penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan beberapa karakteristik dari tokoh utama. Data yang 

digunakan dalam penelitian ini dikumpulkan dari novel A New Song karya Jan Karon sebagai 

sumber utama dari data yang dikumpulkan dan data tambahan diambil dari berbagai sumber 

seperti beberapa artikel dan buku-buku yang berhubungan dengan topic pembahasan dan juga 

dari internet. Penulis menggunakan metode deskriptif dalam memaparkan data-data dalam 

penelitian ini. Beberapa hasil penting yang ditemukan dalam penelitian ini adalah tokoh utama 

dalam novel ini adalah seorang pendeta dan istrinya. Tokoh utama dalam cerita adalah tokoh 

protagonis. Jan karon menggambarkan tokoh dalam cerita ini menggunakan metode 

penggambaran tokoh secara tidak langsung. Konflik yang dihadapi dalam cerita ini adalah 

bagaimana tokoh utama dalam cerita mengalahkan ego dalam diri mereka sendiri. 

Kata Kunci: Tokoh Utama, Karakteristik, Tokoh, Tipe-tipe tokoh 

 

 

 



I. Background 

 

Based on The Great Muslim Scientist 

and Philosopher - Imam Ja’far Ibn 

Muhammad As-Sadiq(a.s.) states that Imam 

Ja’far Al-Sadiq (702-765 AD), a Muslim 

scholar and philosopher, defined literatures 

as follows “Literatures is the garment which 

the writer puts on what he says or write so 

that it may appear more attractive”. 

Therefore, the aim of literature is to attract 

one’s attention in the work itself. Literature 

is also an expression which reflects our 

social life and interaction, and therefore, we 

could not set aside between literature and 

social aspect. It means that literature could 

not be separated from the human social life. 

One genre of literature is prose. Prose can be 

classified into novel, novelette, and short 

story. Among them, novel is the longest and 

the most complex form of prose fiction. It is 

one of popular literary works; it describes 

the writer’s thought and imagination about 

the complete of various worlds. There’s no 

hard or fast rule about what a short story is, 

what is a novella and what is a novel. It’s 

largely a subjective matter for which editors 

and publishers assign arbitrary numbers 

based on their needs and available space. To 

avoid confusion, this site follows the word 

count used in the Hugo and Nebula 

contests:Short story 7,500 words or 

less,Novelette 7,501- 40,000 words, 

andNovel - 40,001 or more words. Some 

stories are better told in one category rather 

than another. So when deciding how long 

the story will be, writer should thinks about 

the advantages and disadvantages of each 

category and which one is the best. 

As cited from E. M Forster, a Frenchman 

named Abel Chevalley in Aspect of The 

Novel define that novel is a fiction in prose 

of a certain extent and adds that he defines 

“extent” as over 50,000 words. Novel, 

however arises from desire to describe and 

interpret human character. The reader of a 

novel is both entertained and aided in a 

deeper perception of life’s problems. Novel 

deals with a human character in social 

situation. There are some elements that 

directly contribute build the story. It was 

called intrinsic and extrinsic. 

Novel is an imagination literary 

works, in other hand novel is an creative 

work. Novel is a story that representing and 

expressed the writer’s imagination. Fiction 

is a story or something that not made based 

on an actual event. The people in the story 

are not actually exist in the real life. Novel is 

a complex prose on every page and usually 

shows human values. 

Character consists of some 

characteristics of people or something. 

Character is all the readers want to know 

about how people live from another point of 

view and the reader want to know how the 

character in the story gain his/her goals. 

Characters are the persons represented in a 

dramatic or narrative work, who are 

interpreted by the reader as being endowed 

with particular moral, intellectual, and 

emotional qualities by inferences from what 

the persons say and their distinctive ways of 

saying it and from what they do (Abrams, 

1999: 33). 

Main character is the character that 

takes the biggest role in the story. The story 

usually tells about the live and experiences 

of that faced by the main character, while 

supporting character is the character that that 

gather the main character during the story. 

Complemented character is an addition that 

rarely appear in the story and takes not 

crucial role. 

Characteristic is the feature. Several 

characteristics will conclude the character in 

the story. Example, the character that has 



patient, smart, wise, has a responsibility will 

classified as a protagonist character, while 

the bad attitude one will classified as an 

antagonist character. 

To describe the characteristic of 

character, the writer uses the 

characterization methods. There are two 

kinds of characterization; direct 

characterization and indirect 

characterization. Direct characterization is 

the writer’s way describe the character by 

using another character, narration, or 

character itself told about it characteristics. 

Indirect characterization is the writer’s way 

describe the character by persuade the reader 

to observe and to conclude the 

characteristics of character through the way 

character interact with another character and 

the way he/she responses another character. 

 

The conclusion is characteristic is the 

part that simpler than character because 

characteristic is a part that build the 

character itself, while character is more 

complex than characteristic. The character 

could be change in a plot of story if the 

characteristic of character also changes. 

 

In fiction story, the characters have 

different characteristic. There are two 

characters in the story; protagonist and 

antagonist. Laurence Perrine states that “The 

central character in the conflict, whatever a 

sympathetic or an unsympathetic person, is 

referred to as the protagonist; the forces 

arrayed against him, whether persons 

things, conventions of society, or traits of his 

own character, are the antagonist”. 

(1987:42) 

 

The Laurence Perrine’s quote above 

shows that the protagonist one is character 

become the central of conflict in the story 

and the antagonist character has different 

point of view from the main character. 

Sometimes, in some story, the protagonist 

one has characteristics as liar, revengeful, 

betrayal, or killer for some reasons or 

factors. 

 

 

II. Research Method 

The object of the study will be the main 

characters in the novel A New Song by Jan 

Karon. This novel is the fifth book from 

series of Mitford Years. Consist of 576 

pages and published on August 30th 2005 

by Penguin Books (first published 1999). 

The original title of this novel is Mitford 

Years New Song Unabridged. The book of 

The Mitford Years series is Light from 

heaven, At Home in Mitford, A Light in the 

Window, Out to Canaan, and the fifth is A 

New Song. 

The data are taken from two main 

sources 

a. Primary data source 

 

The primary data sources will be the 

novel A New Song by Jan Karon, which 

was published August 30th 2005 by 

Penguin Books. Type of data is text 

consisting of words, phrases, and 

sentences taken from the novel and other 

sources corresponding to the problem of 

the study. 

 

b. Secondary data source 

 

The secondary data source will be 

several refereces and critism, the articles 

about the novel and journal related to the 

theories. This research will use library 

research as method of data collecting. 

This method is used to get written data 



about novel A New Song by Jan Karon 

and other equivalent data.  

 

The data are collected from some related 

books available and from the internet, 

journals, and articles to gain more detailed 

information to support the research. The 

writer of this thesis uses some steps of 

collecting data: 

 

a. Reading and comprehending the novel.  

In order to gain the ideas of the story 

researched, it is significant to intensively 

reading the story. In the process of 

reading, the writer of this thesis pays 

attention to the each page containing 

actions done by the characters, focusing 

on the main character, and tries to relate 

them with their social condition.  

  

b. Reading related reference and 

understanding it to observe the data. 

Besides reading the novel, the writer 

also reads the critics proposed by various 

people in order to strengthen writer’s 

perception. In order to comprise the 

conflict and support the writer’s opinion, 

the writer of this thesis quotes the 

sentences in the story and also the 

statement from another researcher. 

 

c. Library and Internet research. The writer 

of this thesis uses library and internet 

research in order to find some data that 

could not be found in the text. 

 

After collecting the data and studying 

the source and information, which was 

closely related to the character and 

characteristics, the analysis is executed by 

reading the novel. The writer will observe 

the information from the novel that closely 

related to the analysis. The writer will 

classify the conflicts in the novel, which 

influence Father Tim’s character. Overall, 

on analysing the data, the writer uses 

descriptive method, it is used to described 

the elements of the play make some 

understanding toward the play. 

III. Discussion 

Father Tim and his wife are known as 

wise people because they often have 

solution for their parish’s problems. In 

Mitford, they live their lovely life with their 

son, Dooley. After moved to Whitecap, they 

adopt Jonathan, a three years old child that 

has a broken family. In this story, there are 

many characters with different 

characteristics are shown by the author. 

a. Characteristics of Main Characters 

 Characteristic complete of part of 

characters in the story; such as attitude, 

physical appearance, style of speech, and 

point of view’s characters in solving the 

problems they faced. In the story, Father 

Timothy and Cynthia characterized as a 

good person and have a good relationship 

with other people in the society. 

The author often portrays the 

situation when Father Tim and Cynthia 

discusses about problem that they faced and 

how they found out the solution. The writer 

found out at least four characteristics that 

Father Timothy Kavanagh and his wife 

Cynthia Kavanagh have. They are wise, 

forgiving, hard worker, and humanitarian. 

 



 

Father Timothy Kavanagh 

a. Wise 

 Father Timothy is a wise priest, 

friendly, sociable, and smart. As a priest, 

Father Tim spends his time for reading 

books. People who read more will have 

more knowledge. He know how to live his 

life, how to manage his family and become a 

good father for Dooley, a teenager that he 

adopted a decade ago. That personality 

makes him as a respected priest in Mitford. 

As a priest, he has obligation to his 

God and his parish. He known as a person 

who can associate with all people, it is 

belonging to his character as a priest. 

b. Forgiving 

One day, his housekeeper in Mitford, 

Puny, forget to lock the door and it caused a 

bronze angel about eighteen inches high 

lost. Father Tim not blame it on Puny, he try 

to keep calm and find the solution, call the 

people around to find out if someone 

brought that figure from his apartment.  

c. Hard Worker 

In Whitecap, Father Tim not only doing 

his duty as a priest, but he also handle the 

church choir. He loves being a busy man, he 

enjoy all of his activity as a priest. He loves 

to visit his parish, such as going to Ernie’s 

bookstore and talk about everything, visit 

Mona’s café to have some breakfast and 

coffee, visit Janette, Jonathan’s mom in 

hospital. 

d. Humanitarian 

Father Tim and Cynthia adopted Dooley 

when he was 6 years old, and now he is 16 

years old. As a husband and a father at 

home, Father Tim also loves his son. In 

Whitecap, he meet Jonathan, 3 years old 

child that having a broken home. He also 

visit Janette, Jonathan’s mother, twice a 

week to the hospital. 

Cynthia Kavanagh 

a. Wise 

 As a priest’s wife, Cynthia has to 

support her husband, take care of him, and 

sometimes giving advices when Father 

Timothy confused. Cynthia is a wise person 

too, but like most of women, sometimes she 

is more emotional in solving a problem. As 

usual, women more curious on manage 

family financial. She often forbids her 

husband to buy a book, because after Father 

Tim retired from rectory, her family has 

some financial problem.  

b. Emotional 

 Cynthia is an emotional woman. She 

emotionally showed her disappointment 

when they just arrived in Whitecap in the 

midnight and got a wrong cottage. She was 

angry when she know the cottage is not like 

what Marion said, because they get in to 

wrong place, but next morning she and her 

husband realize that they stay at the wrong 



cottage after met with Marion and Sam 

Fieldwalker. 

c. Motherly 

 Cynthia never been able to have 

children of her own, but as a woman, she 

absolutely has a maternal character. She 

love Dooley, a boy that they adopted in 

Mitford, and now in Whitecap they also 

have Jonathan. When Jonathan missed his 

mom, Cynthia tries to be a good mom for 

him. 

b. The Types of the Characters in the 

Story 

 In this section the writer tries to 

elaborate the types of the character that 

appear in the story, such as Father Timothy 

Kavanagh, Cynthia Kavanagh, Dooley, 

Harley, Marion Fieldwalker, Sam 

Fieldwalker, Ernie, Mona, Jonathan, Janette, 

and so on. The types of character which the 

writer tries to elaborate are major character, 

minor character, protagonist, antagonist, 

static character, and dynamic character. As it 

was mentioned before the types of character 

are divided in three categories. 

According to the character’s types: 

a. Major character 

Major character is character which 

appears the most within the story and 

brings huge role to other characters. 

Each character within a story share same 

chance to be the major character, not 

only main character and protagonist, but 

also the antagonist (Larsson in 

Sparknote, 2010). According to this 

definition, the writer concludes that 

Father Timothy and Cynthia are the 

major characters in A New Song, because 

they appear from beginning to the end of 

the story and they also play the biggest 

role of all character in the story, which 

make these two characters become the 

determiner of way of the story. At the 

end of story, Father Tim states in his 

sermon on the St. John. That speech 

represent that he realize that God sends 

him to Whitecap and he has to 

responsible to his duty from God.  

 

b. Minor character 

In the definition of key terms, minor 

characters is the people in a story who 

are not the main point of the story (for 

instance, not the person who the story is 

happening), but still interact with or grab 

the attention of those main characters 

(OctovaSeventilofa, 2010). Based on the 

statement, the writer concludes that the 

minor characters within the story are 

Dooley, Harley, Marion Fieldwalker, 

Sam Fieldwalker,  Ernie, Mona, and 

Jonathan, it is because their existence in 

the story are rarely seen by the writer. 

Character Dooley and Harley appear at 

the begin of the story when Father Tim 

and Cynthia were still in Mitford. 

Marion and Sam Fieldwalker, Ernie, 

Mona, and Jonathan are Whitecap 

people as his parish and serve him and 

his wife politely. 

 

According to the character’s role: 

a. Protagonist 

Amalia in Rizky (1993) stated that 

protagonist is nice, kind, friendly, and 

helpful character; brings positive image 

in a story. The Protagonist is defined as 

the character pursuing the Story 

Goal.The Story Goal is something 

everyone in the story is concerned 

with.By studying this definition, the 

writer takes a conclusion that the 

protagonists in A New Song are Father 

Tim; the main character in the story that 



has a role as a priest that loves by all 

people around him, Cynthia; Father 

Tim’s wife that accompany her husband 

and give some advices to her husband 

when he needed, Harley; a Bishop in 

Mitford that take cares of Dooley when 

Father Tim and his wife move to 

Whitecap,  Marion and Sam 

Fieldwalker; a married couple that 

provide a cottage for Father Tim and his 

wife when they move to whitecap, Ernie; 

a man that has a bookstores where 

Father Tim usually get a book and a 

newspaper. 

b. Antagonist 

Antagonist is the bad person (brings bad 

images to the reader); the enemy in the 

story, which always has conflict; interest 

and viewpoint with the protagonist 

(Amalia in Rizky, 1993). The writer 

concludes that Buster Austin is an 

antagonist character in the story, because 

he was trapping Dooley that caused 

Dooley got in jail. 

 

According to the development of the 

character: 

According to the development of the 

character, types of character divided to two 

kind of character. There are Static character 

and Dynamic character. Ginny Wiehardt 

(2010) stated that a dynamic character is a 

major character in a work of fiction that 

encounters conflict and is changed by it, 

then static character is a character in a work 

of fiction that does not undergo substantial 

change or growth in the course of a story. 

Also referred to as “two-dimensional 

characters” or “static characters”.Static 

characters play a supporting role to the main 

character, which as a rule should be round. 

A static character never changes. A loud, 

obnoxious "background" character who 

remains the same throughout the story is 

static. A boring character who is never 

changed by events is also static.There is 

only a static character that found in the 

story. Father Tim and Cynthia are static 

character because their attitude does not 

change during the story. 

IV. Conclusion 

 From the discussion in the research 

questions, there are some conclusions that 

writer gain from the discussion in the 

previous chapter. 

From this analysis of this thesis 

found that there are two main characters in 

the story, there are Father Timothy 

Kavanagh as a priest that moved from 

Mitford to Whitecap and Cynthia Kavanagh 

as Father Timothy’s wife that who come 

with. In this study the writer find the way of 

life a priest in the society and in his family. 

The writer found that Father Tim is a 

lovely priest. He loved by all of his friends 

in Mitford. They feel sad when they know 

Father Tim and his Wife, Cynthia, will 

move to Whitecap. He is a wise man and 

often has a solution when his parish comes 

to get some advices from him. He loved to 

read books and it makes him become a smart 

priest. 

At the end of this thesis, the writer will 

give some suggestions that may quite worth 

to all of us. After analyzing and concluding 

the story, the writer suggest that: 

- Literary works is useful as one 

strategy in learning English. The 

learner who read the literary works 



will get many advantages such as 

increase the ability in extensive 

reading and ability to understand the 

common expression that used in 

English culture. 

- The writer suggest to the reader of 

the novel A New Song to read this 

study to make him/her easier to 

understand the contains and the 

characters in the novel. In the literary 

works sometimes reader found some 

problems in understanding the point 

of story. 

- The writer suggests the reader of this 

thesis to take the lessons from the 

story and from the good 

characteristics of the main characters 

in the story. The reader could take 

many good things from characters’ 

manner in the story 
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