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ABSTRAK 
 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siiswa dalam menggunakan 

relative pronoun dalam menulis; Sebuah kajian diskriptip pada siswa kelas dua 

SMAN 1 Lembardalam memahami relative pronoun dalam menulis kalimat. Teknik 

pengambilan semple dilakukan secara acak untuk memperoleh objek penelitian yang 

relevan. 45 (empat puluh lima) dari 181 populasi siswa diambil sebagai sampel. 

Penulis menggunakan tes yang relevan yang terdiri dari 30 soal tes dimana 20 soal 

merupakan pilihan ganda dan 10 soal transformasi kalimat untuk mengumpulkan 

adata. Kajian ini merupakan kajian diskriptif kualitatif dengan satu varibel. 

Berdasarkan pada hasil perhitungan dan analisis data, penulis menemukan sekor 

tertinggi siswa adalah 61 dan terendah 1, degan nilai rata-rata 31,04. Dari hasil di 

atas, ditemukan bahwa seluruh sample (100%) gagal mencapai standar kelulusan 

minimum dengan poin 75. Hanya 36% siswa yang berhasil menyelesaikan soal 

pilihan ganda dan kurang dari 20% siswa yang mampu menyelesaikan soal 

transformasi kalimat dengan baik. Berdasarkan pada gambaran di atas, dapat 

disimpulkan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam mengguakan relative pronoun dalam 

menulis kalimat dikategorikan sebagai sangat kurang. Dengan ini siswa kelas 2 

SMAN 1 Lembar sangat disarankan untuk lebih mendalami konsep relative pronoun 

terutama dalam mengkategorikan relative pronoun sesuai dengan kata benda tertentu. 

 

Kata Konci; kemampuan siswa, relative pronoun, menulis kalimat 
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ABSTRAC 
 

 

Abstract- This study is aimed at finding out students ability in using relative pronoun 

in writing; A descriptive  study of second year students at SMAN 1 Lembar academic 

year 2013/2014. This study seeks to identify the students’ ability to understand the 

relative pronoun in writing sentences. Random sampling technique was used to take 

appropriate sample. 45 students were taken as the samples out of 181 students’ 

population. In collecting the data, the writer employed objective test which consisted 

of 30 items; 20 items of multiple choices and 10 sentence transformation test items. 

This study is descriptive qualitative research with single variable. Pointing at data 

collection and data analysis, it was identified that the highest score obtained by the 

students was 61, the lowest was 10, and students’ mean score was 31.04. As the 

calculation pointed out, the whole samples (100%) failed to reach the score of 75 as 

the minimum completion score. Only 36% percent of students succeeded in objective 

multiple choice test and only less than 20% of students are capable to provide 

relevant answer in sentence transformation test. Based on this figures, students’ 

ability in using relative pronoun in writing sentence can be categorized as very poor, 

so the students of SMAN 1 are strongly suggested to learn more the concept of 

relative pronoun especially to categorize  relative pronoun refers to the noun.  

 

Key words: student’s ability, relative pronoun, writing sentence. 
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A. Introduction  
 

 

Basically, English language has four main language skills. They are 

speaking, writing, reading and listening. These skills should be taught 

integrally in order to enable the students to express and get ideas, thoughts 

and feelings, though speaking and writing. In this time, this study is trying to 

discuss about writing especially in using relative pronoun in composing 

sentences. 

In English, the relative pronoun plays a very important role. The 

students who want to write in English have to know much about the relative 

pronouns, especially in writing. Because the relative pronoun is included in 

grammar element, therefore the students will never able to build a sentence 

perfectly without the ability in using relative pronoun in writing.  

Talking about relative pronoun in writing it is a very important issue 

for students because lots of students in several schools basically do not 

understand about relative pronoun as teachers in such occasion tend to employ 

objective task to measure the students ability, but at the same time the tasks 

given for the students seem to be very difficult for them. Relative pronouns in 

writing sentences hold very important role in which it needs to be mastered by 

students as earlier as they can. The fact that in Indonesia, relative pronoun 

only has one single form while in English the relative pronoun have various of 

form that make students have more difficulties to understand the concept and 



  

the use of relative pronoun especially in writing sentence.  

Based on the statements above it can be clearly described that students 

generally face difficulties in using proper relative pronoun in writing sentence. 

They cannot use the relevant form of relative pronoun in composing sentence 

generally in writing. The students also face difficulties to distinguish proper 

relative pronoun for different nouns related to the subject and object 

agreement in a sentence, following the relevant concept of relative pronoun. 

In order to measure the students mastery in writing and investigate the factors 

that might contribute difficulties, I would like to conduct a research entitled 

The ability of Students in Using Relative Pronoun in Writing; A Case Study 

of Second Grade Students at SMAN 1 Lembar academic year 2013/2014. 

 

B. Research Methodology 
 

 

This study was categorized as descriptive study. A research that only 

has one variable was usually descriptive research of non-hypothesis Gay (in 

Safii, 2005).  The data was collected by administering both objective multiple 

choice test (MC) and sentence transformation test were applied to measure the 

ability of students in using relative pronoun in writing at the eighth grade 

students of SMAN 1 Lembar Academic year 2013/2014. The test will consist 

of 20 multiple-choice items in which each question consisting 4 options and 

10 sentence transformation items with time allocated for this test is 45 

minutes. The material must be essential and suitable with the grade of 



  

students, which were completed with instruction to do task. The objective 

multiple choice test and true or fals question was scored 3 (three) for each 

question and sentence transformation test was scored 4 (four) for each 

question of the right answer and 0 (zero) for the wrong answer. So, the total 

score became 100.  The students would be given 45 minutes to finish the 

multiple choice and sentence transformation test. I collected and checked all 

answer sheets to know the ability of student in using relative pronoun in 

writing sentence. To complete the test students’ must be taken the score in 

range 75 on SMAN 1 Lembar.The completion score is completely taken from 

minimum completion score of related subject, in which the minimum 

completion score for English in SMAN 1 Lembar is 75 out of 100.  

 

C. Finding and Discussion  
 

 

The highest score of students after given test is 61  and the lowest is 10 from 

100 as maximum total score and the minimum compilation score is 75. Students’ 

ability in using relative pronoun in writing is categorized fail. 

Table of score distribution of second grade students of MAN 1 Lembar 

Q 
No. 

Question N Correct 
N 
incorrect 

% of 

correct 

answer 

% of 

incorrect 

answer 

A 
Please choose the correct answer to fill in 

the blank. 
    

1 
I talked to the girl_____________car 

had broken down in front of the shop. 
17 28 37,8 62,2 

2 
Richard,____________ is a taxi driver, 

lives on the corner. 
21 24 46,7 53,3 

3 An aero plane is a machine _______flies. 16 29 35,6 64,4 



  

4 
They live in the house ________ windows 

are broken 
10 35 22,2 77,8 

5 
My uncle, ___________child you just 

met is a predictrian 
15 30 33,3 66,7 

6 
The people ___________work at the 

supermarket are very nice. 
16 29 35,6 64,4 

7 I don't like the town _______you work. 21 24 46,7 53,3 

8 
She is visiting someone ________ was 

once a professional dancer. 
11 34 24,5 75,5 

9 
I have finished the book ______ I bought 

yesterday. 
15 30 33,3 66,7 

10 
Do you know for________did he buy 

that necklace?. 
12 33 26,7 73,3 

11 
The hotel in_______they stayed has a very 

good restaurant. 
9 36 20 80 

12 
The woman __________ lives next door 

is a teacher. 
21 24 46,7 53,3 

13 
is the house________ I lived when I 

first came to the Mataram. 
9 36 20 80 

14 Please tell me________you love more! 16 29 35,6 64,4 

15 
Give me the book___________is on the 

table.   
12 33 26,7 73,3 

16 
My cousin with_________I will go to 

partyis very pretty? 
16 33 35,7 73,3 

17 
The restaurant______________she 

works is very expensive. 
9 36 20 80 

18 
The team_________you were 

watchinghas won three gold medal. 
5 40 11,1 88,9 

19 
This is the lady_________ husband died 

last year.  
14 31 31,1 68,9 

20 

My brother lives in a small 

town __________there is only one 

library 
 

14 31 31,1 68,9 

B 
Please transform the sentences below into 

passive voice of simple present tense.  
    

21 

Look at the horses_________are 

drinking in the river.. 
 

12 31 26,7 73,3 

22 

This test is for 

students__________ native language is 

not English. 

11 34 24,5 75,5 

23 My wife,_________lives in New York, 35 10 77,8 22,2 



  

has just written me a letter. 

24 
The teacher,_________ every student is 

afraid of, is really very nice. 
12 33 26,7 73,3 

25 
The house __________we live in needs 

repairing. 
14 31 31,1 68,9 

26 
My wife's mother,__________ I haven't 

seen for several years, speaks too much. 
6 39 13,3 86,7 

27 
The town __________I live is very 

beautiful 
15 30 33,3 66,7 

28 
Children__________eat a lot of candies 

often get bad teeth. 
11 34 24,4 75,5 

29 

The children enjoy looking at the 

fish____________are swimming in the 

aquarium 

7 38 15,6 84,4 

30 
The student___________father is sick 

does not come to school today. 
10 35 22,2 77,8 

 

 

Sample of questions above will be discussed as follow, 

 

The people ___________work at   the supermarket are very nice. 

 

Here, “who” relates back to (or is relative to) the noun “people”. “who” also acts 

as the subject of the dependent clause and the verb “work”. 

a)  The dependent clause: who work at the super market. 

b)  The independent clause: the people are very rice. 

Children__________eat a lot of candies often get bad teeth. 

    Here, “who” relates back to (or is relative to) the noun “children”. “who” also 

acts as the subject of the dependent clause and the verb “eat”. 

a)  The dependent clause: who eat a lot of candies 

b)  The independent clause: children often get bad teeth 

 

 



  

 

D. Conclusion and Suggestion  

 

Based on the previous chapter, this study could be concluded that The mean score 

of the second year students of  SMAN 1 Lembar in using relative pronoun in writing 

is 31.04. So the second year students of SMAN 1 Lembar  are not able to reach 75 as 

the minimum compilation score determined by English teacher for English class at 

SMAN 1 Lembar. This Phenomenon was determined by categories as follows. 

1. The highest score of students after given test is 61  and the lowest is 10 from 

100 as maximum total score and the minimum compilation score is 75. 

2. Students’ ability in using relative pronoun in writing is categorized Fail. 

3. Student’fair understanding relies on their lack of understanding on providing 

relative pronoun  refers to specific subject and object (place, human being, 

and non- human being. 

4. Their fair understanding also relies on lacks of context understanding and 

background knowledge. This is shown by the results that 80 - 100% of the 

students fail to provide the respective relative pronoun which in the more 

contextually sophisticated sentence.  

5. There are 70% - 85% of students failed to recognize typical relative pronouns 

where in which referring specific place within sentence. 

6. There are 55% - 70% of second year students of SMA N 1 Lembar  failed to 

understand the proper relative pronoun whose used as possessive referring to 

things. 



  

7. that 40% - 55% of second year students of SMA N 1 Lembar failed to identify 

the proper relative pronoun to replace intended noun referring human being in 

the sentence whereas it determine relative pronoun as subject case and object 

case form to construct proper sentence 

Referring to the conclusions above, the writer strongly suggest that; 

1. The students have to learn carefully the relative pronoun.  

2. The students are strongly suggested to understand and learn more the concept 

of relative pronoun; especially the relevant relative pronoun choice refers to 

the noun. 

3. The students are strongly suggested to carefully do the exercises of relative 

pronoun in connecting clauses. 

4. The students have to pay more attention in understanding and memorizing 

each function of relative pronouns ( which, who, whom, that, where) and noun 

form as well as thing, human being, possessive pronoun within a sentence.  
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