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Abstract 

This thesis is entitled “The Analysis of Hyperbolic Expressions Used in Lyrics of Bruno 

Mars‟ Songs”. The hyperbolic expressions found in Bruno Mars‟ songs are analyzed into 

several aspects such as the form, the meaning and also the function of hyperbolic expressions. 

The researcher applied descriptive method in this study. Data in this research are explained in 

qualitative method. So this study applied descriptive qualitative method. Moreover, in order 

to collect the data the researcher used library study. The population of this research was the 

songs of Bruno taken from two albums of Bruno Mars entitled “Doo-Wops & Hooligans” and 

“Unorthodox Jukebox”. In these albums there are twenty (20) songs, each album consists of 

ten (10) songs. The researcher took nine songs of these two albums as sample of the study. 

After analyzing the data of this study, the researcher found twenty eight (28) of hyperbolic 

expressions. These hyperbolic expressions classified into several forms. These hyperbolic 

expressions consisted of seventeen single word hyperbole, ten clausal hyperboles, one phrasal 

hyperbole, and also one comparison. In addition, this study also explained about the 

meanings and the functions of hyperbolic expressions used in Bruno Mars‟ song lyric. 

Key words: Hyperbole, Structuralism Theory, Analysis, Song Lyric, Bruno Mars. 

mailto:tuzzahrahima@yahoo.co.id


2 
 

Abstrak 

Skripsi ini berjudul “Analisis Ekspresi Hiperbola Yang Digunakan Dalam Lirik Lagu Bruno 

Mars”. Ekpresi hiperbola yang ditemukan dalam lagu Bruno Mars dianalisis kedalam 

beberapa aspek diantaranya dari segi bentuk, makna, dan juga fungsi. Peneliti menggunakan 

metode deskriptif dalam studi ini. Data dalam studi ini dianalisis dan dijelaskan dengan 

menggunakan metode kualitatif. Jadi, studi ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif. 

Data dalam penelitian ini didapatkan melalui studi pustaka. Populasi dari penelitian adalah 

dua album milik Bruno Mars dengan judul “Doo-Wops & Hooligans” dan “Unorthodox 

Jukebox”. Kedua album ini terdiri dari 20 lagu dimana masing-maisng album memiliki 10 

lagu. Peneliti memilih 9 lagu dari kedua album tersebut untuk digunakan sebagai sampel. 

Setelah melakukan analisis ditemukan 28 ekspresi hiperbola dalam dalam 9 lagu milik Bruno 

Mars. Ekspresi tersebut kemudian di kelompokkan kedalam beberapa bentuk. Terdapat 17 

single word hyperbole, 10 clausal hyperbole, dan 1 phrasal hyperbole serta 1 comparison. 

Penelitian ini juga menjelaskan dan mengalisis tentang makna serta fungsi dari ekspresi 

hiperbola yang ditemukan dalam lagu milik Bruno Mars. 

Key words: Hipebola, Teori Strukturalisme, Analisis, Lirik Lagu, Bruno Mars  

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of Study 

Language is part of human being. People use language to communicate with the other. 

In communication, people express their thought, feelings, ideas, and opinion in many ways 

one of them is song. Song is a medium that people can use to deliver their message. Songs 

attempts to deliver about many things and various message. According to Hornby 

(2010:1419) song is “a short piece of music with words that you sing”. Song is a part of 

music which consists with melody, rhythm, and also lyrics. Lyrics are every word that exists 

in songs and music. Hornby in Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary (2010:891) states that 

lyric is “the words of a song”. So, lyric is the collection of words that make up a song. Lyric 

describes about many things in our life such as love, broken heart, sadness, world peace, 

death, friendship, sorrow, grief, and etc. To describe about many thing in life the songwriter 

uses figurative in their songs. Songwriter also uses figurative language in order to attract 

listener‟s attention. But sometimes, the listeners are unable to figure out the writer‟s 

intention. 

Figurative language is language which has different meaning from its words. When 

people use figurative language they say something but they mean something else. Figurative 

language could be found in many areas such as song lyric and literary work like poetry. One 

of them is hyperbole. According to (Reaske, 1966:34) “Hyperbole is a figure of speech which 

employs exaggeration. Sometimes it is used for comic purposes and also serious purpose. 

Hyperbole can produce a very dramatic effect”. Hyperbole aims to emphasize about 

something. It attempts to exaggerate something, make it more dramatic or tragic and no one 

would believe that it is true. Many songwriters use hyperbole in their songs such as Bruno 

Mars. 

In this study, the researcher will analyze the meaning, the form, and also the functions 

of hyperbolic expressions which are used in Bruno Mars‟ song. The researcher takes two 

albums of Bruno Mars‟s song entitled “Doo-Wops & Hooligans” and “Unorthodox Jukebox” 
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because it consists with many figurative languages including hyperbole. Based on those 

explanations, the writer attempt to analyze and write the thesis entitled “The Analysis of 

Hyperbolic Expressions Used in Lyrics of Bruno Mars‟ Songs. Hopefully the writer can find 

the meaning behind the hyperbolic expression used in Bruno Mars‟ songs. 

1.2. Statement of Problem 

Based on the explanation and the background of the study above, the statements of 

problem are: 

1) What are the forms of hyperbolic expressions found in Bruno Mars‟ songs? 

2) What meanings can be inferred from the hyperbolic expressions used in Bruno Mars‟ 

songs? 

3) What are the functions of hyperbolic expressions in Bruno Mars‟ songs? 

1.3. Purpose of The Study 

The objectives of this study are as follows: 

1) To find out the forms of hyperbolic expressions used in Bruno Mars‟ songs. 

2) To explain the figurative meaning of hyperbolic expressions in Bruno Mars‟ songs. 

3) To explain the functions of hyperbole in Bruno Mars‟ songs. 

1.4. Scope of The Study 

This study focus on analyzing the song lyrics that are consists of hyperbolic expression 

in Bruno Mars‟s songs. The subject of the study are Bruno Mars‟ songs that are spread in two 

albums “Doo-Wops & Hooligans” and “Unorthodox Jukebox” which consist of ten songs in 

each album. The researcher takes nine songs from these two albums as the subject of the 

study. The study only focuses on the use of hyperbole in the lyrics of each song. In this 

research the writer uses descriptive method in order to analyze hyperbole in Bruno Mars‟ 

song. 

1.5. Significances of The Study 

According to purpose of the study, the significances of this study can be elaborated as 

follows: 

1) Theoretically, this study can be used as the way to improve the knowledge about figurative 

language especially about hyperbole. By reading this study the readers also expected to 

master the function of hyperbolic expression that they usually found in song lyrics. 

2) Practically, the result of the study also can be used as the additional references for the next 

researcher especially for them who are interested to study about figurative language. It is 

also expected to provide beneficial contribution to enhance the study of language  

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

1) Hyperbole 

“Hyperbole is one type of figure of speech that contains with an overstatement, to 

exaggerate something” (Keraf, 2004:135). 

2) Analysis 

According to Hornby in Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary (2010:46) analysis is “the 

detailed study or examination of something in order to understand more about it; the result 

of the study”. 

3) Expression 

According to Hornby in Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary (2010:46) expression is 

“things that people say, write or do in order to show their feelings, opinions, and ideas”. 
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4) Lyrics 

Hornby in Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary (2010: 891) states that lyric is “the words 

of a song”. 

5) Songs 

Hornby in Oxford Advance Learner‟s Dictionary (2010:1419) states that song is “a short 

piece of music with words that you sing”. 

6) Figurative Language 

Reaske (1966:34) state that “Figurative Language is language which employs various 

figures of speech.” 

7) Bruno Mars 

Bruno Mars is an American singer and songwriter. He has been released two studio 

albums. Bruno Mars has received various awards in his career, such as two Grammy 

Awards, two Brit Awards, and also three MTV Music Awards in 2011. 

2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1. Related Studies of The Object 

1) The first related study is thesis by Febdilan (2012). He conducts a research about “An 

Analysis of Figurative Language Used in Lyrics of Selected Dewa 19 Songs”. The result 

of this study found that metaphor is dominant figurative language used in Dewa 19 

selected songs. 

2)  The second related study is thesis by Rostiana (2010). She conducts a research about 

“Metaphorical Expression in Anggun‟s Songs in Album of Snow on The Sahara.” This 

research found four expressions of implicit metaphor, five active metaphors, and one 

absolute metaphor. 

2.2. Literature in Relation to Songs 

2.2.1. The Nature of Literature 

The word literature is adapted from Latin word „littera‟ which means letter. Based 

on the original word it means that literature relates to anything that are written. However, 

literature is different from other kind of writing works, because they have special 

features that we cannot find in other writing works. According to Jean Paul Sartre 

literature will always deals with “beautiful writing”. The other expert also stated that 

literature is “performance in words” (Barnet, et al. 1963). 

Through literature people describes their imagination and the story of their life. 

Talking about literature, we will also talk about the meaning of literary work. Sometimes 

the message of literary work is difficult to understand, it convey different meaning 

instead of the real meaning. Literary work attempts to express the message in different 

way. It could be in form of comparison, irony, exaggeration, and etc. 

2.2.2. Songs Within Literature 

The element of literature that consists in song lyric is figurative language. Song 

consists with many elements including lyrics. The word lyric originally derived from the 

Greek word “λσρικός (lyrikós)” which means “singing to the lyre”. Lyric is written words 

created specifically for music and song. According to Little (1970:174) lyric is part of 

song and music written in stanza form, which has various emotion described by particular 

diction as the way to convey the writer intentions. Song lyric and poem consist of 

beautiful language and also figurative language. In addition, both of them elaborate 
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similar things such as about someone experience, love story, feeling, ideas, critics, 

opinion, and etc. 

2.3. Figurative Language 

Figurative language is elements of literature. Beckson and Ganz (1975:80) state that, 

“Figurative language is language which makes up of certain devices called figure of speech 

most of which are techniques for comparison dissimilar objects, to achieve effects beyond the 

range of literal language.” It is clear that figurative language is a type of language which 

cannot be interfered directly. Figurative language attempts to express something in many 

different ways instead of using ordinary way. Figurative language uses a word or phrase with 

a specific purpose such as to compare something, to make a contrast between two things or 

emphasize a particular meaning. 

2.4. Hyperbole 

2.4.1. Definition of Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is a figurative language that consists of exaggeration and overstatement. 

According to Barnwell (1977:49), “hyperbole is a deliberate exaggeration, used for 

emphasis and dramatic effect.” This argument is supported by the other expert. Murfin 

and Ray (2003:205) believe that, “hyperbole is a figure of speech that uses deliberate 

exaggeration to achieve an effect, whether serious, comic, or ironic.” It means that 

hyperbole is one kind of figurative language that expresses an obvious exaggeration in 

which the meaning of this expression cannot be interpreted literally. Hyperbole can be 

found in many areas of life such as advertisement, song lyric, literary works, such as 

poetry and prose. According to Maria Christodoulidou (2011), there are two kinds of 

hyperbole. They are overstatement of number and quantity and impossible description.  

2.4.2. Forms of Hyperbole 

In the term of form, hyperbole can be categorized into several forms. Claridge 

(2011), divide the forms of hyperbole into seven forms. As follows: 

1) Single Word Hyperbole 

This is called single word hyperbole because it is only occur when there is single 

overstatement word in the utterance or sentence. It means that when the exaggerated 

word is leaving out, then the hyperbolic meaning in the sentence or utterance will 

disappear.  

2) Phrasal Hyperbole 

If single word hyperbole only contain with one single word, in phrasal hyperbole it 

contains with more than one word, it is a combination of words. 

3) Clausal Hyperbole 

The other form called clausal hyperbole. It is a form of hyperbole which contains two 

or more clausal constituents. The hyperbolic markers form a clause which consists 

with subject and verb. 

4) Numerical Hyperbole 

In this form the speaker or writer use number as one way to create hyperbolic 

meaning. 

 

5) The Role of Superlative 
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In hyperbole we also could find superlative expression which indicates hyperbolic 

meaning. 

6) Comparison 

In this form, sometimes the hyperbolic meaning consists with comparison. By 

comparing something, it will become the opportunities to create a hyperbole.  

7) Repetition 

This forms of hyperbole usually used in spoken language. Sometimes people tend to 

repeat their utterances for couples of time in order to emphasize something. 

2.5. Structuralism Theory 

Structuralism theory believe that every literary works have their own structure called 

intrinsic elements. In poetry there are several intrinsic elements. One of the constituent 

elements of poetry is figurative language. According to Endraswara (2003:52), to identify and 

analyze the meaning of literary work we need to understand about the entire structure of 

literary work itself. This theory views literature as an independent text. It means that through 

this theory, literary works are analyzed from the inside in order to get the meaning of literary 

work itself. According to Yapi (1997:38), structuralism theory is a theory to analyze a text of 

literature by looking at the whole relationship between all aspects of the text or literary work. 

This research use structuralism theory as theoretical framework. This theory focus on the 

structure of literary works itself. The study concern on analyze the song lyrics which consists 

with hyperbole.  

3. RESEARCH METHOD 

3.1. Research Method 

In conducting the research, the researcher applied descriptive method. Meanwhile, 

data in this research are explained in qualitative method not in quantitative method. 

According to Sangadji and Sopiah (2010:26), qualitative study is different from quantitative 

study in term of data analysis. Qualitative study is a study where the data is stated in verbal 

form and the data analyze without using statistical technique. The researcher will explain the 

forms, the meaning and function of hyperbolic expressions used in Bruno Mars‟ songs.  

3.2. Sources of Data 

There are two sources of data; primary data and secondary data. This study takes nine 

(9) songs in two albums of Bruno Mars as primary data. The tittles of nine songs are Just the 

Way You Are, Count on Me, Treasure, Grenade, the Other Side, Moonshine, when I Was 

Your Man, Locked Out Of Heaven, and Young Girl. Meanwhile the secondary data are taken 

from other related articles, books, and also internet sources. 

 

3.3. Population and Sample 

Populations in this study will be taken from Bruno Mars‟ songs in album “Doo-Wops 

& Hooligans” and “Unorthodox Jukebox” lyrics. In these albums there are twenty (20) songs, 

each album consist with ten (10) songs. In addition, the researcher takes nine (9) songs of 

these two albums as sample. The tittles of nine songs are Just the Way You Are, Count on Me, 

Treasure, Grenade, the Other Side, Moonshine, when I Was Your Man, Locked Out Of 

Heaven, and Young Girls. 

3.4. Method of Collecting Data 
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This research use structuralism theory as theoretical framework. This theory focus on the 

structure of literary works itself. In order to collect the data the researcher employ several 

techniques such as downloading, listening, highlighting, and note taking. 

3.5. Method of Analyzing Data 

In order to analyze the data, the writer uses qualitative descriptive method. There are 

two types of stages that the writer used to describe and analysis the data, such as 

identification of figurative language (figurative language is identified in term of hyperbolic 

expressions in order to find out lyrics which are consist with hyperbole). The step is 

explanation of figurative language (the researcher explains the meaning behind the figurative 

language. After that the researcher will be able to find out the aims of figurative language 

used in song lyrics). 

4. Findings and Discussions 

4.1. Findings 

The most dominated theme in Bruno Mars‟ song is love. It describes about many type 

of love such as love between lovers, love in friendship, unrequited love, unreachable love, 

destructive love, love yourself, and regret. In this study the writer found twenty eight (28) 

hyperbolic expressions. It was classified into seventeen (17) single word hyperbole found in 

Bruno Mars‟ songs, ten (10) clausal hyperboles, one (1) phrasal hyperbole, and also one (1) 

comparison. So, the dominant hyperbolic form is single word hyperbole. In this study, the 

writer did not find the other form of hyperbole such as numerical hyperbole, superlative, and 

also repetition. 

4.2. Discussions  

4.2.1. Forms 

a. Young Girls 

There are several hyperbolic expression found in young girls song, as follow: 

1. “I spent all my money on a big old fancy car”.  

(1.a) “I spent my money on a big old fancy car”. 

2. “'Til the birds start calling my name”.  

(2.a) “'Til the woman start calling my name”.  

3. “You'll be the death of me, the death of me”.  

(3.a) “You'll be the brother of me, the brother of me”.  

4. “I get lost in the words I say”.  

In the song “young girls”, the researcher found four hyperbolic expressions. Three of 

them classified as single word hyperbole (expressions 1, 2, and 3) and the last one 

classified as clausal hyperbole (expression 4).    

b. Locked Out Of Heaven  

5. “I'm born again every time you spend the night”. 

6. “„Cause your sex takes me to paradise”.  

(6.a) “„Cause your car takes me to club”. 

7. “„Cause you make feel like I've been locked out of heaven”.  

(7.a) “„Cause you make feel like I've been locked out of home”.  

In Locked out Of Heaven song, the researcher found three hyperbolic expressions. 

Two of them classified as single word hyperbole (expressions 6 and 7) and the last 

one classified as clausal hyperbole (expression 5).    
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c. When I Was Your Man  

8. “Should‟ve gave you all my hours when I had the chance”.  

(8.a) “Should‟ve gave you my hours when I had the chance”. 

9. “Take you to every party „cause all you wanted to do was dance”.  

(9.a) “Take you to party „cause all you wanted to do was dance”.  

In when I was your man song, the researcher found two hyperbolic expressions. Both 

of them classified as single word hyperbole.  

d. Grenade  

10. “Gave you all I had and you tossed it in the trash, tossed it in the trash you did”.  

(10.a) “Gave you I had and you tossed it in the trash, tossed it in the trash you did”. 

11. “I'd catch a grenade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”.  

(11.a) “I'd catch a butterfly for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”.  

12. “Throw my hand on a blade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

13. “I'd jump in front of a train for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

14. “You know I'd do anything for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”.  

(14.a) “You know I'd do that for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”.  

15. “Yes I would die for you baby, but you won't do the same....no, no, no, no”.  

(15.a) “Yes I would go for you baby, but you won't do the same....no, no, no, no”. 

In grenade song, the researcher found six hyperbolic expressions. In this song, there 

are four single word hyperboles (expressions 10, 11, 14, and 15) and two clausal 

hyperbole (12 and 13).   

e. Just the Way You Are 

16. “Oh, her eyes, her eyes make the stars look like they're not shining”.  

17. “Her hair, her hair, falls perfectly without her trying”.  

(17.a) “Her hair, her hair, falls nicely without her trying”.  

18. “And when you smile, the whole world stops and stares for awhile”.  

In just the way you are song, the researcher found three hyperbolic expressions. In 

this song, there is single word hyperbole (expressions 17) and two clausal hyperboles 

(16 and 18).   

f. Count on Me  

19. “I'll sail the world to find you”. 

20. “I'll be the light to guide you”. 

21. “You can count on me like 1 2 3 I'll be there”. 

22. “I can count on you like 4 3 2 and you'll be there”. 

In count on me song, the researcher found four hyperbolic expressions. In this song, 

all of the expression classified as clausal hyperbole.  

g. Treasure  

23. “You're everything I see in my dreams”.  

(23.a) “You're I see in my dreams”. 

In treasure song, the researcher found one hyperbolic expression. It is classified as 

single word hyperbole. 

h. The Other Side 

24. “I could wait a whole lifetime”.  

(24.a) “I could wait for long time”.  
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25. “We would live forever”.  

(25.a) “We would live longer”.  

26. “You could die if you wanted”.  

(26.a) “You could go if you wanted”  

In the other side song, the researcher found three hyperbolic expressions. Two of them 

classified as single word hyperbole (expressions 25 and 26). The other one classified 

as phrasal hyperbole (expression 24).  

i. Moonshine  

27. “Moonshine, take us to the stars tonight”.  

(27.a) “Take us to the rooftop tonight”.  

28. “Let's take a ride to the sky before the night is gone”.  

(28.a) “Let's take a ride to the rooftop before the night is gone”. 

In moonshine song, the researcher found two hyperbolic expressions. All of them 

classified as single word hyperbole. 

4.2.2 Meanings 

a. Young Girls 

(1) “I spent all my money on a big old fancy car”. 

This expression means how expensive the old fancy car is and also to show how big 

his sacrifice is. 

(2) “'Til the birds start calling my name”. 

This expression means he is willing to wait for the woman in very long time even 

though he knows that it is impossible to occur. 

(3) “You'll be the death of me, the death of me”. 

In this context the word “death” interpreted as something bad, destructive, sadness, 

losing, and the end of everything. The whole story of this song tells about a man, who 

had destructive relationship because this man only ended by giving all his time and 

money to young girls who does not love him. 

(4) “I get lost in the words I say”. 

This expression means that he could not find any reason why he engaged in that kind 

of relationship. He keeps coming back to the wrong path and always falls into a 

situation like that.  

a. Locked Out Of Heaven 

(5) “I'm born again every time you spend the night”. 

This expression means different feeling that the singer have when he spend the night 

with the girl he loves. I'm born again means the singer feels like he becomes different 

person after spend the night with his girl because he never felt like that before. 

(6) “„Cause your sex takes me to paradise”. 

The word paradise here could be interpreted as feeling or condition that is really 

beautiful, pleasant, joyful, and also enjoyable. The songwriter describe his feeling, by 

saying paradise which is mean while he is having sex with the girl he like, he feel like 

he is in paradise but it does not mean that he will go to the real paradise. 

(7) “„Cause you make feel like I've been locked out of heaven”. 



10 
 

This expression tells the listener about amazing feeling that he had when he is in deep 

love with a woman that he loves so much. The word heaven here means great feeling 

such as joy, happiness, and etc. 

b. When I Was Your Man 

(8) “Should‟ve gave you all my hours when I had the chance”. 

This expressions means when the man had the chance he want to give his time for his 

woman as much as possible. All here means as much as possible he should gave his 

hours and time but impossible to give all of his time. 

(9) “Take you to every party „cause all you wanted to do was dance”. 

The expression “every party” here means the man wants to take the woman he love to 

many exciting and interesting place because the woman love to dance. 
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c. Grenade 

(10) “Gave you all I had and you tossed it in the trash, tossed it in the trash 

you did”. 

In this hyperbolic expression, it intends to portray a huge sense of love from a man, a 

love that makes the man give a lot of thing for the woman. 

(11) “I'd catch a grenade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

Despite of its impossibility and exaggeration, there is hyperbolic meaning in this 

expression. It means that the man would do as many things as possible for the woman; 

he would do many things even if it is dangerous for him or even if it killed him. 

(12) “Throw my hand on a blade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

This clause describe about love and great sacrifice. The man did a lot of things 

including the things that are dangerous. The man is willing to do any kind of 

dangerous activity to prove his love. 

(13) “I'd jump in front of a train for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

The expression means that the man could do and sacrifice many things for the woman 

he loves in order to show that he really loves her. He would do a lot of thing including 

painful and dangerous things for the woman he loves. 

(14) “You know I'd do anything for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

The expression means that the man would do as many thing as possible for the woman 

he love to prove his love though not all the things can be conceivably done in real life. 

(15) “Yes I would die for you baby, but you won't do the same....no, no, no, 

no”. 

The hyperbolic marker die also use to tell about the last thing that the man could do to 

assure the woman. As we know that die is the end of everything in this world. 

 

d. Just the Way You Are 

(16) “Oh, her eyes, her eyes make the stars look like they're not shining”. 

This expressions means that the woman is so beautiful; all parts of his woman is so 

beautiful including her eyes. The songwriter describes about the woman‟s eyes in 

exaggerated and impossible way. 

(17) “Her hair, her hair, falls perfectly without her trying”. 

This expression means that the woman is so beautiful just for being who she is. He 

gives compliment for the woman to show his feeling. 

(18) “And when you smile, the whole world stops and stares for awhile”. 

This expression means that the woman‟s beauty will be liked by most of people. 

e. Count on Me 

(19) “I'll sail the world to find you”. 

The expression I'll sail the world to find you means great affection in friendship that 

make someone willing to do a lot of things start from the simple thing till the most 

difficult thing in order to help his best friend. The sentence illustrates about the great 

love in friendship. 

(20) “I'll be the light to guide you”. 
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In the hyperbolic expression I'll be the light to guide you, the word light stands as a 

guide and helper. Generally, it means that when your friend is in the midst of trouble 

and need help, you will be the one who will help and guide them to solve their 

problem as many as you can. This clause describe about a true friend will always 

guide and help their friends. 

(21) “You can count on me like 1 2 3 I'll be there”. 

This expression means that he will always be there for his best friend who needs his 

help. In other word, we can say that a true friend will always come as fast as he can to 

help his friend but it does not literally mean that he will come in three seconds. The 

short time in this hyperbolic expression illustrates about how he is very concern to his 

friend, and when his friend is in trouble he would come to help his friend as soon as 

possible. 

(22) “I can count on you like 4 3 2 and you'll be there”. 

It means that friendship is relationship when we can count on and help each other. It is 

tells about a sense of caring between friends. This hyperbolic expression explains that 

in friendship we can count on each other and also we should help each other. 

f. Treasure 

(23) “You're everything I see in my dreams”. 

This hyperbolic expression means he dreams about the woman he likes for so many 

times but does not mean he will only dream about her during his lifetime. The 

songwriter used the word everything to praise the woman and also to show how much 

love that he has. 

g. The Other Side 

(24) “I could wait a whole lifetime”. 

The word a whole lifetime can be interpreted as he is willing to wait for other people 

to understand what he is doing even for a long time, but it does not mean that he will 

be waiting for his whole lifetime because it impossible. 

(25) “We would live forever”. 

This hyperbolic expression means this is the songwriter‟s life and he can do whatever 

he wants to do but it does not means that he could live forever. He wants to live as 

long as possible but it does not mean that he would live forever. 

(26) “You could die if you wanted”. 

This hyperbolic expression means this is the songwriter‟s life and he can do whatever 

he wants to do but it does not means that he could die just because he wants to. 

i. Moonshine 

(27) “Moonshine, take us to the stars tonight”. 

This hyperbolic expression could be interpreted as highest point of relationship. It can 

be interpreted as positive improvement that could happen in a man‟s life if he has 

found the right woman, the woman that compatible with him so much. The word star 

used to describe about highest place, the highest point that the man be able to achieve 

in his life.  But it is not mean the real stars above in the sky.  

(28) “Let's take a ride to the sky before the night is gone”. 



13 
 

Despite of its impossibility, the word sky in this hyperbolic expression can be 

interpreted as positive improvement that could happen in a man‟s life if he has found 

the right woman, the woman that compatible with him so much.  

4.2.3 Functions 

a. Young Girls 

(1) “I spent all my money on a big old fancy car”. 

Based on the hyperbolic meaning, the function of this hyperbolic expression is to 

describe great sacrifice. 

(2) “'Til the birds start calling my name”. 

Based on the hyperbolic meaning, the function of the hyperbolic word birds is to tell 

the listener about something that is impossible to occur. 

(3) “You'll be the death of me, the death of me”. 

In order to emphasize the meaning of lyric the songwriter uses the word “death”. The 

word “death” also create powerful lyric. 

(4)  “I get lost in the words I say”. 

The function this hyperbolic expression is to describe about the man who had engaged 

in bad relationship, and he cannot understand about himself and all of the things he 

do. 
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b. Locked Out Of Heaven 

(5) “I'm born again every time you spend the night”. 

It is used to portray about how love could create many kind of feelings that we never 

felt before. 

(6) “„Cause your sex takes me to paradise”. 

This hyperbolic expression is to show about the man happiness while he is fall in love 

and also while he is having a relationship with the woman he loves. 

(7) “„Cause you make feel like I've been locked out of heaven”. 

This hyperbolic expression used this expression to show about his great happiness. 

c. When I Was Your Man 

(8) “Should‟ve gave you all my hours when I had the chance”. 

The function of hyperbolic expression above is to emphasize about the man‟s regret 

toward his ex-girlfriend. 

(9) “Take you to every party „cause all you wanted to do was dance”. 

This hyperbolic sentence used to describe about the remorse feeling of a man toward 

the woman he loved. 

d. Grenade 

(10) “Gave you all I had and you tossed it in the trash, tossed it in the trash 

you did”. 

The function of hyperbolic expression above describes about a great sacrifice. 

(11) “I'd catch a grenade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

The function of hyperbolic expression is used to emphasize about proof of love and 

great sacrifice. 

(12) “Throw my hand on a blade for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

The songwriter uses the clause “throw my hand on a blade for you” as the way to 

prove his love but in more excessive way. 

(13) “I'd jump in front of a train for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

The function of this hyperbolic expression is to illustrate about great sacrifice of love 

where the man would do many hurtful and harmful things only for the woman he 

loves. 

(14) “You know I'd do anything for you (yeah, yeah, yeah)”. 

So this clausal hyperbole is used as the way to describe about great sacrifice from a 

man for the woman he loves. 

(15) “Yes I would die for you baby, but you won't do the same....no, no, no, 

no”. 

So the use of the word die is to describe about great sacrifice from a man for the 

woman he loves. 

e. Just the Way You Are 

(16) “Oh, her eyes, her eyes make the stars look like they're not shining”. 

This hyperbolic expression is used as the way to describe about woman‟s beauty.  

(17) “Her hair, her hair, falls perfectly without her trying”. 
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This hyperbole was used to create a profound message for the woman he loves and 

also for the listeners that be yourself is a good thing. 

(18) “And when you smile, the whole world stops and stares for awhile”. 

The use of this clause is to describe about how man really loves his woman beauty, he 

said that the woman‟s smile is so beautiful. 

f. Count on Me 

(19) “I'll sail the world to find you”. 

The function of this hyperbolic expression is to describe about great love in 

friendship. 

(20) “I'll be the light to guide you”. 

This hyperbolic expression is used to describe about how songwriter could be the 

helper and the guide for his best friend when she or he are in difficult situation. 

(21) “You can count on me like 1 2 3 I'll be there”. 

This hyperbolic expression is used to describe about true friends. It also used to 

describe about how a true friend will always be with you. 

(22) “I can count on you like 4 3 2 and you'll be there”. 

This hyperbolic expression is used to describe about true friends. It also used to 

describe about how a true friend will always be with you. 

g. Treasure 

(23) “You're everything I see in my dreams”. 

This function of this hyperbolic expression is to emphasize that the woman in this 

song lyric is valuable person. 

h. The Other Side 

(24) “I could wait a whole lifetime”. 

The songwriter used this hyperbolic expression in order to create powerful song lyric 

that will attract listeners‟ attention and emphasize about the impossibility in the 

greatness of time. 

(25) “We would live forever”. 

This hyperbole used to describe about an exaggeration and impossibility in the 

greatness of time. 

(26) “You could die if you wanted”. 

This kind of hyperbole is used as the way to tells about something which is impossible 

to occur. 

i. Moonshine 

(27) “Moonshine, take us to the stars tonight”. 

This hyperbole expression use to emphasize about a man who is longing to have 

highest point of relationship. 

(28) “Let's take a ride to the sky before the night is gone”. 

This hyperbolic expression is used to describe about craving for very beautiful and 

fantastic love and also relationship between man and woman. This hyperbolic 

expression also emphasize about a man who is longing to have highest point of 

relationship. 
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5. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

5.1. Conclusion 

Hyperbole describes about exaggerated thing and something which is impossible to 

occur in real life. Hyperbolic expressions are identified by using impossible description, 

exaggeration in terms of numbers and quantity. The writer had chosen nine (9) songs from 

two albums of Bruno Mars. This study used structuralism theory as the way to analyze the 

song lyric and also the hyperbolic expression. Hyperbolic expressions in this study are 

analyzed in terms of form, meaning, and also function. In this study, the writer found twenty 

eight (28) hyperbolic expressions. It can be classified into (17) single word hyperbole, (10) 

clausal hyperbole, (1) phrasal hyperbole, and (1) comparison. The hyperbolic expression in 

Bruno Mars‟ songs are used to emphasize about various meaning such as great sacrifice, love 

yourself, love in friendship, man‟s regret, love between lover, and etc. 

 

5.2. Suggestions 

According to the study that the writer has done, there are some suggestions for future 

study as follows: 

1) In order to analyze hyperbole in song lyric, the next researcher needs to analyze the song 

lyric first as the initial step. If the song have understood deeply then the analysis will be 

easier. 

2) The researcher also can choose different kind of song which is having different message, 

theme, and also the researcher can choose the other type of figurative language in order 

to improve the study of language and literature. 

3) And the last one is the writer expects that the finding and result of this study can be used 

as the way to improve the study of language and literature. The writer also expects that 

the result of this study can be beneficial for the next researcher and the study which is 

related to figurative language. 
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