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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to identify the problems that the students faced in
using elliptical sentences and to find out the factors influencing the problems
made by the students in the second year students of SMPN 5 Lembar. The design
of this study was descriptive quantitative study and the data were collected
through test and questionnaire. The subject of this study was class VIII A
consisting of 32 students selected using Purposive sampling. The result showed
that there were four kinds of prolems that the students faced in using elliptical
sentence such as: omission, addition, miss-formation and miss-ordering. From the
result, the researcher concluded that the students still made problems in
grammatical form. The dominant problem was miss-formation problem with a
total of 240 or 53,93% occurances.The factors influencing the students problems
were: the students were still confused when they used elliptical elements like: too,
so, either and neither, applying  the kinds of appropriate auxiliary verbs, the
explaination about elliptical sentence from the teacher  was not easy  to
understand, the library did not supply any textbook about elliptical sentence, and
the students were not allowed to bring the books home based on the library rules.

Key words: analysis, problem,elliptical sentence.
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ANALISIS MASALAH-MASALAH SISWA DALAM PENGUNAAN
KALIMAT ELLIPTICAL SISWA KELAS VIII : Studi Kasus pada SMP

Negeri 5 Lembar Tahun Akademik 2016/2017

Susti Mahyudiani(1), Drs. H. Sahuddin, MA(2), Husnul Lail, S.Pd, M.Pd(3)

Sustimahyudiani@gmail.com

Abstrak

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengenali masalah yang di hadapi siswa
dalam penggunaan kalimat elliptical dan untuk mengemukakan factor-faktor yang
mempengaruhi masalah yang dihadapi oleh siswa Kelas VIII SMP Negeri 5
Lembar. Desain penilitian ini adalah penelitian descriptif kuantitatif, data
diperoleh melalui tes dan angket. Subjek penelitian ini adalah kelas VIII A terdiri
dari 32 siswa dengan menggunakan tekhnik purposive sampling. Hasil dari
penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa ada empat masalah yang dihadapi siswa dalam
menggunakan kalimat elliptical yaitu: omission, addision, miss-formasion, dan
miss-ordering, dimana masalah yang paling mendominasi adalah miss-formasion
dengan total 240 atau 53,93% kejadian dan factor yang mempengaruhi masalah
tersebut adalah: siswa masih bingung ketika mengunakan unsur elliptical seperti
too, so, either dan neither, dan menerapkan kata kerja bantu yang tepat, penjelasan
guru tentang elliptical sulit di pahami, perpustakan sekolah tidak menyediakan
buku paket tentang elliptical dan siswa tidak di izinkan untuk meminjam buku di
perpustakan berdasarkan peraturan-peraturan perpustakan.

Kata kunci: analisis, masalah, kalimat elliptical.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Language symbolically expresses about the existence of human being in

the world. It is the main tool to express feeling, idea, emotion, etc. The role in

communication, language can unite perception, when communication takes place

and the people can conceive each other in intercourse.

"language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written, or

gesture symbols that enable members of a given community to communicate

intelligibly with one another". (Brown, 2007: 5).

Our language also has characteristic  which distinguishes it from other

creatures’ communication system. As Algo and Phyle (2010: 2) state that every

language has two levell systems called duality of patterning that is meaningful

and meaningless units. The meaningful units of a language are its lexis, or

vocabulary, and its grammatical system, or morphosyntax. Meanwhile, the

components of meaningless units are its sound system or phonology.

Nowadays, many people learn English for international need and it is a

compulsory subject being taught in junior high school, senior high school and

university.

English is as a Foreign Language (EFL) in Indonesia. In 2006 curriculum

“KTSP” (http://ktsp.jardiknas.org/) states that the English teachers should teach

the materials to the students based on their environment and give emphasies to the

four language skills; listening, reading, speaking, and writing integratevely

without neglecting the other components of the language, such as vocabulary,

structure and pronunciation.

It has been well known that structure is not considered as language skill,

but it is a language element. Structure is very important parts in English since it is

the ways of how the sentences are built up (A.S. Hornby, 1974: 595 ).

Therefore, speaking English well, the first step to be mastered is the way of

how one word is combined with the other. As what Freeman (1982:123) says,

“Learning structure is listening how words should be constructed to become good

sentences.”

http://ktsp.jardiknas.org/
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The fact shows that the students usually get problem in learning structure.

So, most teacher intended to teach more structure than the other part of language.

However, the result is still unsatisfactory. If the student have problem in the

component of English language, the teacher may teach them in particular time

( http://ktsp.jardiknas.org/).

In formal schools students who learn English must learn grammar. This

can help students to arrange words, or sentences correctly if they understand how

to arrange them by studying English grammar. In an English Grammar book

explain how to use “and + too, so, either, neither”. Schrampfer (1993: 230) says

that “positive agreement by using too - so, and negative agreement either -

neither”. Elliptic construction or elliptical sentence is one topic that the students

learn in English grammar. By understanding Elliptic construction, it can helps the

student in speaking and writing English well.

Elliptical construction is an English form of sentence which omit some of

its element to avoid unnecessary repetition, Apriyanti (2009: 28). Elliptical

construction is important for learners, in that by mastering it they will know how

to arrange sentence better and avoid unnecessary words repetition especially in

writing. As brata ( 2007;3) states that reduce clause or elliptic sentence is a

process of reducing by omitting certain part of the sentence which have the same

meaning.

It can be concluded that elliptical sentence is good to construct a

compound sentence because it is used to avoid repetition. But according to my

observation in junior school of SMPN 5 Lembar, the students face some problems

in using elliptical sentences, and they are still confused in arranging the sentences

and use the auxiliaries verb, that’s why the reasercher decides to choose this title “

An A nalysis of students’ problems in using elliptical sentences in the second

grade students : A Case Study at SMP Negeri 5 Lembar in Academic Year

2016/2017 ”.
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1.1. Statement of the Problems

The writer formulates the research problems in the form of questions as

follows:

1. What problems do the students face in using Elliptical Sentence?

2. What kind of factors influencing the problems made by the students in the

second year students of SMPN 5 Lembar?

1.2. Purpose of the Study

The purposes of the study are :

1. To identify the problems that the students face in using Elliptical Sentence.

2. To find out the factors influencing the problems made by the students in

the second year students of SMPN 5 Lembar.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURES

In indonesia, elliptical constructions is taught and learnt from junior high

school. The discussion of elliptical constructions hoped to help students to be

better in writing, where it aids them to avoid an necessary repetition in arranging

sentence. As Dwi (2005;134) states that in everyday life, students may find and

make sentences where one word or more is repeated from the beginning to the end

of a sentence, but there is a way to abridge those kinds of sentences called

elliptical sentences.

Elliptical sentence is the kinds of grammar that the students learn in junior

level, where elliptical sentence explains about structure to avoid repitition. As

Parrot (2000;318) stated that “the way omitting words and phrases, which we

think from part of the complete grammatical unit is called ellipsis or elliptical”.

The use of elliptical sentences are frequently seen in conversation and

textbooks. So, by learning elliptical constructions, it will also help students

comprehend English sentences easier. However, the explaination of elliptical in

junior and senior high school only limited in the following forms:

a. The Equality Form

 Positive Form
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In positive form of eliptical which express equality, so and too are applied

after conjuction and using the formulation as below;

S1 + P1 + O1 + (and) + So + auxiliary + S2

S1 + P1 + O1 + (and) + S2 + auxiliary + too

 Negative Form

In negative form of ellipical which express equality, neither and either are

applied after conjuction and using the formulation as below;

S1 + P1 + O1 + (and) + S2 + auxiliary + not either

S1 + P1 + O1 + (and) + neither + auxiliary + S2

 Positive and Negative Form of auxiliary

When combining auxiliary sentences which express equality into elliptical,

the same elliptical construction connectors are used. The only difference is

that the auxiliary in the second sentence must follow the first sentence

b. The Contradictory Form

The contradictory form of elliptical is quite different from the equality form.

In contradictory, but and while is used as the conjuction without so, too, either nor

neither under the following formulation (Ganesa, 2011;298);

[(+) sentence 1] but/while [(-) sentence 2 (subject + auxiliary not)] or

[(-) sentence 2] but/while [(+) sentence 2 (subject + auxiliary)]

Example:

[They went teere- we didn’t go there]

They went there but/while we idn’t or

We didn’t go there but/while they did.

III. RESEARCH METHOD

3.1. Method of the Research

The method that the researcher used in this study was descriptive quantitative

method.

3.2 Population and Sample of the Study

The population of this study was all of second year students of SMPN 5

Lembar in Academic Year 2016/2017. The total number of all classes were four

classes, in which class A had 32 students, and class B,C and D had 30 students.
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Thus, the total number of the students was 122 students. This means that the total

number of students more than one hundred.

In this study, the researcher used purposive sampling to obtain the sample.

According to Arikunto (2010: 183), purposive sampling is the process of selecting

sample by taking subject that is not based on the level or area, but it is taken based

on the specific purpose. From the whole population the writer took only 25 %

from 122 students as sample. The writer used 31 students as sample of this

research. Because there is one class consisted with 32 students it is class A and

almost 25%. So, the writter decides to choose class A as sample of this research.

Arikunto (1992) says that if the subject more than one hundred, the sample would

taken 10 - 15% or 20 - 25%. But if the population less than one hundred, it does

not suppose to take sample, it is called as population research.

3. 3. Method of Collecting Data

To collect the data in this study was giving fill in the blank test and

questionnaire. The writer gave the test to the students in the form of elliptical

sentences then questionnaires related to the factors that make them hard to learn

elliptical sentence.

3.6 Data Analysis

This research applied the basic statistical percentage analysis to analyze

that data through the objective test and descriptive quantitative method.

In this study, the writer use test b these steps:

1. Giving score to the students’. Each correct answer was scored 5 (five).

2. Counting the students, score.

3. Analyzing the data by the formula  as follows:

M= ∑
M : Mean score

∑x : The otal of Students score

N : Number of sample

Arikunto, (1998:132)
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IV. FINDING AND DISCUSSION

4.1. FINDING

1. The Result of Test

No Initial Name Number of Elliptical Problems %

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

AP

BF

BO

HW

LI

NH

RP

DR

DS

FD

FP

FS

HY

AS

MS

AP

IH

JA

LJ

KA

LE

LK

MA

MZ

NS

KK

NK

14

19

18

13

13

8

16

14

11

18

11

12

15

9

15

16

12

13

16

16

16

12

14

14

12

12

15

43,7

59,4

56,2

40,6

40,6

25

50

43,7

34,4

56,2

34,4

37,5

46,9

28,1

46,9

50

37,5

40,6

50

50

50

37,5

43,7

43,7

37,5

37,5

46,9
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28

29

30

31

32

NV

RM

RI

SA

WN

15

16

15

11

15

46,9

50

46,9

34,4

46,9

2. Result of Questionnaire

There were fifteen questions used in questionnaire as follows:

1. Do you like study English?

Answer:

- There were 29 students or 90,6 % who said they like study English.

- There were 3 students or 9,4 % who said they do not like study

English.

2. Do you think English is difficult?

Answer:

- There were 13 students or 40,6 % who said English is difficult.

- There were 19 students or 59,4 % who said English is  not difficult.

3. Do you think English is boring subject?

Answer:

- There were 8 students or 25 % said that English is boring subject.

- There were 24 students or 75 % said that English is not boring subject.

4. Do you like teacher method in teaching English?

Answer:

- There were 27 students or 84,4 % who said they like the teachers

method in teaching English.

- There were only 5 students or 15,6 % who said they do not like the

teachers method in teaching English.

5. Have you learned elliptical sentence?

Answer:

“Yes, they have”. There were 32 or 100 % of the students who said that

they have learned elliptical sentence.

6. Do you think elliptical sentence is difficult to understand?
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Answer:

- There were 16 or 50 % of students said that elliptical sentence is

difficult to understand.

- There were 16 or 50% of students said that elliptical sentence is not

difficult to understand. Or there were 50:50 students said that elliptical

sentence is difficult and is not difficult.

7. Does the explaination about elliptical sentence easy to understand?

Answer:

- There were 26 students or 81,3 % who said that the explaination about

elliptical sentence does not easy to understand.

- There were 6 students or 18,7 % who said that the explaination about

elliptical sentence easy to understand.

8. Do you like teachers’ method in teaching elliptical sentence?

Answer:

- There were 27 students or 84,4% who said they like the teachers

method in teaching elliptical sentence.

- And there were only 5 students or 15,6 % who said they do not like the

teachers method in teaching elliptical sentence.

9. Does the teacher give you a textbook about elliptical sentence?

Answer:

“Yes, they did”. There were 100% of students said that the teachers give

them a textbook about elliptical sentence.

10. Does the content of a textbook only about assignment?

Answer:

“No, it does not”. There were 100% of students who said the content of

textbook does not only about assignment.

11. What kind of the explaination about elliptical sentence which difficult to

understand (using too, so, either, and neither or applying auxiliary verb or

both of them)?

Answer:

- There were 21 students or 65,6 % who said the difficulty was when

they applied auxiliary verb.
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- There were 4 students or 12,5 % who said the difficulty is when they

used too, so, either and neither.

- And there were only 7 students or 21,9 % who said the difficulty is

both, when they used too, so, either and neither and when they applied

the auxiliary verb

12. Did the teacher give the students homework related  to the material that

you have learned?

Answer:

- There were 8 students or 25 % who said the teachers did not give them

homework related to the material that they have learned.

- There were 24 students or 75 % who said the teachers give them

homework  related to the material that they have learned.

13. Did the teachers give motivation for the students to learn elliptical

sentence?

Answer:

- There were only 5 students or 15,6 % of the students said the teachers

did not give them motivation to learn elliptical sentence.

- There were 27 students or 84,4 % of the students said the teachers give

them motivation to learn elliptical sentence.

14. Does the library supply a textbook about elliptical sentence?

Answer:

- There were 20 students or 62,5 % who said the library supply textbook

about elliptical sentence.

- There were 12 students or 37,5 % who said the library does not apply

textbook about elliptical sentence.

15. Did the library allow students to borrow some books for study in their

house?

Answer:

“No, it did not”. There were 100% of students said that the library did not

allow them to borrow some books to study in their house because of the

rules.
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4.2. DISCUSSION

Based on the scores of the test, the researcher classified problems made by

the students. The students problem were in structure consist of positive sentence,

negative sentence and the used of auxiliaries verbs. All of them refer to the

omission of some important elements, addition problems, miss-formation problem

and miss-ordering problems.

The problems were categorized as follows:

1. Omission of some important elements (omission problems)

- Auxiliary was omitted in elliptical element.

“Faris was at home, and his mom too”

- Not was omitted in elliptical element.

“ Nada did not study last night and I did either”

These problems were similar with  question (4) and (9)

2. Addition

 Regulation

“Not” was added in possitive elliptical connector.

“Mrs Citra is really kind and Mrs Rulin is not too”.

These problems were similar with question (3),(5),(7), (9), (13), (15), (17) and

(18).

 Doble Making Problem

Used double elliptical and double auxiliary verb .

“ Farhat is a writer and so is we are”

“ I can speak Hungaria and so can you too”

These problems were similar with question (8), (11), and (14)

3. Miss-formation

 Regularization problem

The wrong use of elliptical

“ Mrs. Citra is really kind and Neither is Mrs. Rulin”

These problems were similar with all questions.

4. Miss-ordering use of elliptical.

“ Hansel has never killed 100 witches and Gretel has neither”

These problems were similar with question (13) and (16).



16

In this investigation, I concluded that the ability of students in VIII A was so

very poor. This was proved by the mean score of students which was about 30,3

and only one student who got score 60. I found that the students did not

understand how to use elliptical sentences. It was proved by the calculating false

answers in the test.

From the questionnaire, it was found that the factors influencing the student

problems were: the students were  still confused when they used elliptical

elements like: too, so, either and neither, and applying  the kinds of appropriate

auxiliary verb,the explaination about elliptical sentence from the teacher was not

easy to understand with a total of 81,3% students, the library didn’t supply any

textbook about elliptical sentence with a total of 62,5% students, and all of the

students said that they were not allowed to bring the books home based on the

library rules.
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V. CONCLUSION

Based on the result of the study, the researcher concluded that:

a. Most of the second grade students have not understood in using elliptical

sentence like too, so, either and neither and applying the kinds of auxiliary

verb. This was proved by the mean score of students which was 30,3 and

only one student who got score 60.

b. The students made mistakes in using elliptical sentence. These were

categorized into omission, 11,91% , addition (regulation, double making

problem), 28,9% , miss-formation, 53,93% and miss-ordering, 5,16%

occurances.

The factors influencing the students’ problem were:

a. The students were still confused when they used elliptical elements like:

too, so, either and neither, and applying  the kinds of appropriate auxiliary

verb.

b. The explaination about elliptical sentence from the teacher  was not easy

to understand by the students.

c. The library didn’t supply any textbook about elliptical sentence, and

d. The students were not allowed to bring books home based on the library

rules.
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