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Abstract 

 

This thesis is entitled “The Analysis of Metaphors in Eminem‟s Songs: A 

Formalist Study”. This study attempted to describe the types and meaning of 

metaphor in Eminem‟s songs. The data are analyzed by applying descriptive 

qualitative method. The data of study were acquired from three Eminem‟s songs. 

Those are “Not Afraid”, “Love the Way You Lie”, and “Mockingbird”. From 

three songs, the writer find that there are three types of metaphorical expressions 

within Eminem‟s songs. Those metaphorical expressions are complex metaphor, 

active metaphor, and implicit metaphor. In the song entitled Not Afraid, the writer 

finds that there are two expressions of complex metaphor, and two expressions of 

active metaphor. The writer also finds two expressions of complex metaphor, and 

one expression of active metaphor, and one expression of implicit metaphor in 

song Love The Way You Lie. And in the last songs there are also three expressions 

of active metaphor in song Mockingbird. 
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Abstrak 

 

Tesis ini berjudul "Analisis Metafora di Lagu Eminem: A formalis Study". 

Penelitian ini berusaha untuk menggambarkan jenis dan makna metafora dalam 

lagu Eminem. Data dianalisis dengan menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif. 

Data penelitian diperoleh dari tiga lagu Eminem. Tiga lagu tersebut adalah "Not 

Afraid", "Love the Way You Lie", dan "Mockingbird". Dari tiga lagu tersebut, 

penulis menemukan bahwa ada tiga jenis metafora dalam lagu Eminem. Metafora 

tersebut adalah metafora kompleks, metafora aktif, dan metafora implisit. Dalam 

lagu berjudul Not Afraid, penulis menemukan bahwa ada dua ungkapan metafora 

yang kompleks, dan dua ekspresi metafora aktif. Penulis juga menemukan dua 

ekspresi metafora yang kompleks, dan salah satu ekspresi metafora aktif, dan 

salah satu ekspresi metafora implisit dalam lagu Love the Way You Lie. Dan di 

lagu terakhir ada juga tiga ungkapan metafora aktif dalam lagu Mockingbird. 
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1. Introduction 

Literature is a term which is usually used to describe written or spoken 

materials which commonly refers to the result of a creative imagination. Literature 

is a work of art using language as a medium of delivery. This is in line with the 

limits of literature proposed by Saini K.M that literature is a form of personal 

expression of human experiences, thoughts, feelings, ideas, spirit, faith in the form 

of a concrete picture that evokes the fascination with language tools (Saini, 2006: 

39). 

Nuriadi (2016: 162-163) explains that metaphor is the most 

important and widespread figure of speech, in which one thing, idea, or 

action is referred to by a word or expression normally denoting another thing, 

idea, or action, so as to suggest some common quality shared by the two. In 

metaphor, this resemblance is assumed as an imaginary identity rather than 

directly stated as a comparison. In other words, metaphor is a figure of 

speech in sense of comparison of two things directly or without using the 

word „like‟ and „as‟ as it found in simile. 

Nuriadi (2016:11) explains that the meaning of formalistic refers to the 

fact how literature or literary works are performed or presented visually, 

which means that literary work is always presented by language. In the other 

word, the definition of literature is framed in the sense of the language uses 

as the main tool of literature. It is the language serving as the main object in 

evaluating certain literary work so that it can be named as a works of art. 



Dichotomic definition on literature set on the sense of fictionality or 

factuality is very tricky if it cannot be said as an applicable one. He says so 

because both fictional and factual aspects are always present in any kinds of 

writing. Therefore, he suggests that the definition of literature should be put 

in a formalistic view by saying: “Perhaps literature is definable not according 

to whether it is fictional or „imaginative‟, but because it uses language in 

peculiar ways” (Eagleton in Nuriadi, 2016: 11-12). 

 

2. Questions 

There are two questions which will be answered in this study, those are: 

1. What types of metaphor can be found in Eminem‟s songs ? 

2. What are the meanings of metaphors in Eminem‟s songs? 

 

3. Findings 

The writer of this study found two answers of the questions above. Those are the 

types of metaphor that are found in Eminem‟ and the meanings of metaphors that 

are seen in Eminem‟s songs. 

A. Types of Metaphor in Eminem’s songs 

The writer found that there are three types metaphorical expressions in 

Eminem‟s songs. Those are complex metaphor, active metaphor, and implicit 

metaphor. The three kinds of metaphor are sporadically found in Eminem‟s songs 

like Not Afraid, Love the Way You Lie, and Mockingbird. 

 

 



B. The Meanings of Metaphors in Eminem’s songs 

 Complex Metaphor 

A complex metaphor is a metaphor (or figurative comparison) in which 

the literal meaning is expressed through more than one figurative term or a 

combination of primary metaphors and also known as a “compound metaphor”. A 

complex metaphor happens where a simple metaphor is based on a secondary 

metaphoric element (Nordquist, 2016). 

 Active Metaphor 

An active metaphor they are also called living metaphors. Active 

metaphors are those that have not yet become part of the daily use of language 

such as: You are my sun. Where the beloved person is likened by the sun because 

she or he represents the life in the shining sun and provides the other part with 

warmth and heat (Yaseen, 2013). 

 Implicit Metaphor 

In an implicit metaphor, metaphors are the ones that have a borrowed 

name to it which is not authorized, but is understood implicitly, such as: I am 

burning. “Burning” is implicitly understood and we can assume the meaning of 

“burning” is I burn inside me (Yaseen, 2013). The full subject is not explained, 

but is implied from the context of the sentence. Most of our communications are 

like this, with much being left out but the intended meaning is still being 

communicated. When the metaphor is less well understood, then implicit 

metaphors may still be found within colloquial contexts. When a subject is 

sufficiently known, then we do not have to explain it in detail. 

http://grammar.about.com/od/mo/g/metaphorterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/fh/g/figlangterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/il/g/literalangterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/pq/g/primarymetaphorterm.htm


The meaning of metaphor expressions of the three Eminem‟s songs “Not 

Afraid”, “Love The Way You Lie”, and “Mockingbird”. On those songs, there are 

three metaphorical expressions that the writer finds. Firstly complex metaphor is 

explained about the meaning of object on the songs‟ lyrics. Secondly, active 

metaphor is usually used by the poets on the Eminem‟s songs, it is explained 

about the uncommon language. Last, implicit metaphor explained about 

something difficult to understand and it is meaning depends on the context of it 

used. 

 

4. Conclusion 

Based on the discussion that has been explained in the previous chapter, 

it can be concluded that there are metaphorical expressions in Eminem‟s songs. 

From three songs, the writer finds that there are three types of metaphorical 

expressions within Eminem‟s songs. Those metaphorical expressions are complex 

metaphor, active metaphor, and implicit metaphor. In the song entitled Not Afraid, 

the writer finds that there are two expressions of complex metaphor, and two 

expressions of active metaphor. The writer also finds two expressions of complex 

metaphor, and one expression of active metaphor, and one expression of implicit 

metaphor in song Love The Way You Lie. Next there are also three expressions of 

active metaphor in song Mockingbird. 

The meaning of metaphor expressions of the three Eminem‟s songs “Not 

Afraid”, “Love The Way You Lie”, and “Mockingbird”. On those songs, there are 

three metaphorical expressions that the writer finds. Firstly complex metaphor is 



explained about the meaning of object on the songs‟ lyrics. Secondly, active 

metaphor is usually used by the poets on the Eminem‟s songs, it is explained 

about the uncommon language. Last, implicit metaphor explained about 

something difficult to understand and it is meaning depends on the context of it 

used. 
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