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ABSTRACT 

 

This study was aimed to analyze (1) the kinds of vocabualry errors in writing produced 

by the students and (2) the possible causes of vocabualry errors produced by the 

students at XI IIS in SMAN 2 Labuapi. This study was conducted on the students at XI 

IIS in SMAN 2 Labuapi in academic year 217/218. All of students at XI IIS as 

population and the students consist of 24 students by applying purposive sampling 

technique with qualitative descriptive method. A test is the instrument that is used. In 

the test, I used 3 questions such as the first question is ask the students to write a daily 

activity the second and the third question is describing some pictures . From the data it 

was found the vocabulary errors produced by the students are spelling with 63 errors 

55.75% and word choice diction with 5 errors 44.24%. Meanwhile, the possible 

causes of vocabulary errors produced by the students are intralingual errors and 

interlingual errors. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

 Peneletian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis 1 jenis  jenis kesalahan kosakata 

dalam penulisan yang dihasilkan oleh siswa dan 2 penyebab  penyebab kesalahan 

kosakata yang kemungkinan dihasilkan oleh siswa di kelas XI IIS SMAN 2 Labuapi. 

Penelitian ini dilakukakn pada selurus siswa yang ada di kelas XI IIS di SMAN 2 

Labuapi tahun pelajaran 217/218. Seluruh siswa di kelas XI IIS sebagai populasi 

dalam penelitian ini dan siswa tersebut terdiri atas 24 orang dengan menerapkan teknik 

purposive sampling dan metode kualitatif deskriptif. Instrumen yang digunakan adalah 

dengan memberikan tes. Dalam tes tersebut saya menggunakan 3 pertanyaan yang 

terdiri atas pertama siswa diminta untuk menulis sebuah paragraf tentang aktifitas 

sehari  hari pertanyaan kedua dan ketiga siswa diminta untuk menjabarkan beberapa 

gambar yang ada pada tes tersebut. Dari data tersebut dapat kita temukan bahwa 

kelasahan kosakata yang dihasilkan siswa adalah dalam penulisan kata dengan jumlah 

63 atau 55.75 dan pemilihan kata dengan jumlah 5 kesalahan atau 44.24. 

Sedangkan penyebab  penyebab kesalahan kosakata yang kemungkinan dihasilkan 

oleh siswa adalah intralingual dan interlingual. 

 

Kata kunci Kesalahan, Analisis Kesalahan, Menulis, Kosakata. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Introduction 

According to Gebhart and Rodgrigues 1989 writing is one of the most 

important things to learn. Writing is a skill that is required in many context in 

human life. Writing is also one of important skills to be taught in every school. 

Many students experience difficulty to write what they want to write using 

English language. One of the reasons is because the English learners do not have 

enough English vocabulary. In writing skill the students need to understand 

written vocabulary to convey their ideas and how to choose the correct word  to 

make a correct sentence.  

2. Statement of Problems 

The statement of problems that should be answered are  

1. What kinds of vocabulary errors in writing are produced by XI IIS of SMAN 

2 Labuapi in academic year 2017/2018? 

2. What are the possible causes of vocabulary errors in writing by XI IIS of 

SMAN 2 Labuapi in academic year 2017/2018? 

3. Purpose of Study 

   The purpose of the study based on the statement of problems are : 

1. To find out the kinds of vocabulary errors in writing produced by XI IIS of 

SMAN 2 Labuapi in academic year 2017/2018. 

2. To find out the possible causes of vocabulary errors in writing by XI IIS of 

SMAN 2 Labuapi in academic year 2017/2018. 

 



4. Review of Related Literature 

The components of a word is form involves pronunciation (spoken words), 

spelling (written form) and any word parts that make up this particular item (such as 

a prefix, root, and suffix). Meaning encompasses the way that form and meaning 

work together, in other words, the concept and what items it refers to, and the 

associations that come to mind when people think about a specific word or 

expression. Nation 2001) also noted that use involve the grammatical functions of 

the word or phrase, collocations that normally go with it, and finally any constraints 

on its use, in terms of frequency, level, and so forth. Based on those statement 

vocabulary is the basic knowledge about words and word meanings to be mastered 

English well by the students. Vocabulary knowledge includes oral and written 

words that is critically important for a child’s success in school (Kamil et al., 2008). 

Steven Stahl (2005) also stated that vocabulary knowledge is the knowledge of a 

word not only implies a definition, but also implies how that word fits into the 

world. 

5. Previous Study 

The first is a research conducted by Ningsih 24. The writer used descriptive 

analysis technique with the percentage from the frequency of information. The 

purpose of the research was to know the students errors in English writing especially 

their thought into a written text. Most of the students produce errors in structure 

verb diction and spelling. There are some factors that caused by the students to 

produce errors such as the method of teaching the teacher performance lack of 



students’ motivation and even the frequency of class session. In conclusion from 98 

students 6234% of them made errors in writing area. 

The last research study was a research conducted by Evayani 213. The 

objectives of the study are to know the most common grammatical errors and to 

identify the causes of the errors. The sample of this research is 30 students. The 

method which is used in this research is descriptive analysis. The result of the study 

showed that verb tense is the most grammatical error made by the students. 

Concluded that most students of MAN 10 Jakarta got wrong in verb tense, 

capitalization and word form. The errors were suspected because they were still 

internalizing the new system of their new language and also the difference tenses, 

verb changing, and their logical thinking. It means that the most common errors 

made by the students derived from intralingual. 

6. Methods 

Descriptive qualitative method is the method that is used in this research. The 

population in this research was all of the students at XI IIS in SMAN 2 Labuapi. 

The students in the class consisted of 24 students. A sample is defined as the 

elements selected by the meaning of finding out something about the total 

population from which they are taken Mouton 1996. This study uses purposive 

sampling technique and choose XI IIS as a sample because it has got the lowest 

achievement in writing text especially in vocabulary like spelling and choice of 

words diction.  

 



7. Discussion 

Word choice diction is one of vocabulary problems that appeared in this study. 

The students were confused in choosing the appropriate word or part of speech. The 

total errors in the use of word choice diction was about 5 errors. Table 4.1 below 

shows that some of the students’ errors on word choice diction. For more 

examples of word choice diction, it can be seen in the appendices. 

Table 4.1 

The errors in word choice diction 

Students’ writing Reconstruction 

I go to school with my friend wear 

motorcycle 

I go to school with my friend by 

motorcycle 

I farewell with mother and father I say good bye to mother and father 

I’m clean up place sleep I clean up my bedroom 

 

Spelling errors is another type of vocabulary problems found in the students 

writings. The type of error that appeared from the data showed that the students 

misspelled in using some words. The total spelling errors produced by the students 

were 63 errors. The table below shows some of the students’ spelling errors. For 

more examples of spelling errors, it can be seen in the appendices. 

Table 4.2 

The errors in spelling 

Student data Corrected data Student data Corrected data 

 Pripare Prepare Direck Direct 

Slep Sleep Afther After 

Breakfist Breakfast Pinally Finally 

Lunc Lunch Araun Around 

Iting Eating Whit With 

Bat betroom Bed Bereakfast Breakfast 

 



 

8. Conclusion 

According to the description in previous chapter, it was concluded all of the 

students at XI IIS in SMAN 2 Labuapi still hard to write the correct words in 

English writing and also confused to choose the corect word to make a good 

sentence appropiate with what it means. The incorrect utterance produced by all of 

the students at XI IIS in SMAN 2 Labuapi were spelling error word choice 

diction and grammatical. However this thesis discuss about vocabulary. The first 

error produced by the students is spelling error  the percentage of spelling error 

was 63 errors or 55.75% and the second is word choice diction was 5 errors or 

44.24%. 

The causes of errors were produced by the students at XI IIS in SMAN 2 

Labuapi were interlingual error and intralingual errors. In interlingual error the 

cause of the error mainly by mother tongue interference and intralingual errors 

happened because the students lack of knowledge. According to Richard et al 

22 intralingual error distinguished into four types Overgeneralization Ignore of 

Rules Restrictions Incomplete Application of Rules and False Concept 

Hypothesized. Intralingual errors occur when learners do not master well the 

language learned or they lack of target language knowledge Richard et al 22. 

The students also failed to produce appropiate sentence in accordance with the 

existing standars. Result of the data analysis shows that the students needed to learn 

more about spelling and word choice diction to be better in vocabulary and 

writing. 


