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ABSTRACT 

This study was aimed to analyze (1) the teachers’ strategies in teaching English 

vocabulary. (2) the problems faced by the teachers in teaching and learning process in the class 

related to the strategies used, and (3) the problem solving of the strategies used by teachers in 

teaching English vocabulary. This study was conducted at MTs Negeri 3 Mataram. There were 

three English teachers at MTs Negeri 3 Mataram who taught in every grade. This study gathered 

the data from three classes. This study was qualitative and used observation and interview to get 

the data. The data was analyzed by coding, data reduction, data display and drawing conclusion. 

Based on the collecting of the data, this study concluded that the English teachers at MTs Negeri 

3 Mataram used cognitive strategies (repeating and drilling, picture, game, translation), meta-

cognitive strategies (think aloud) and socio-affective strategies (pair work) in teaching English 

vocabulary at MTs Negeri 3 Mataram. But the teachers mostly used cognitive strategies such as: 

repeating, drilling, picture, game and translation when they were teaching English vocabulary. 

Those strategies made the students more interested, enjoy, focus, and easy to understand the 

material that teachers taught. However, the teachers have to know what strategies that 

appropriate in order to be successful with their students. The teachers should consider the 

students’ interest and students’ response in choosing the strategies used. The teachers should be 

more creative in improving and modifying their techniques in teaching English vocabulary. And 

also, the teachers must pay attention to the students’ level either related to their learning style, 

ages, maturity and their experience.  
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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis (1) strategi guru dalam mengajarkan kosakata 

Bahasa Inggris. (2) kendala yang dihadapi oleh guru dalam proses belajar mengajar di dalam 

kelas terkait strategi yang digunakan. (3)pemecahan masalah dalam strategi yang digunakan oleh 

guru dalam mengajarkan kosakata Bahasa Inggris. Penelitian ini dilakukan di MTs Negeri 3 

Mataram. Ada tiga guru Bahasa Inggris di MTs Negeri 3 Mataram yang mengajar dan 

mempunyai tugasnya masing-masing, kelas tujuh diajar oleh Ibu Kholida Husniati,S.pd dan kelas 

delapan diajar oleh Bapak Sihabuddin, S.pd dan Bapak Martajaya, S.pdi. penelitian ini 

megumpulkan data di tiga kelas. penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dan menggunakan 

Observasi, Wawancara dan Rekaman sebagai langkah-langkah pengumpulan data. Data di 

analisis dengan coding, data reduction, data display dan gambaran kesimpulan. Berdasarkan pada 

pengumpulan data, penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa guru Bahasa Inggris di MTs Negeri 3 

Mataram menggunakan strategi kognitif (pengulangan dan drilling, gambar, permainan, 

terjemahan,), strategi meta-kognitif (berpikir keras) dan strategi sosio-afektif (kerja 

berpassangan) di dalam mengajarkan kosakata Bahasa Inggris di MTs Negeri 3 Mataram. Tapi, 

guru-guru disana sering menggunakan strategi kognitif yang menyertakan pengulangan dan 

drilling, gambar, permainan, terjemahan saat mereka mengajarkan kosakata Bahasa Inggris. 

Strategi-strategi itu membuat siswa lebih tertarik, menikmati, fokus, dan mudah untuk 

memahami materi yang guru ajarkan kepada mereka. Bagaimanapun, guru harus mengetahui apa 

strategi yang tepat dan berhasil untuk siswa mereka. Guru harus mempertimbangkan ketertarikan 

siswa dan respon siswa dalam memilih strategi yang digunakan. Guru harus lebih kreatif dalam 

mengembangkan dan memodifikasi strategi mereka dalam mengajarkan kosakata Bahasa Inggris. 

Dan juga, guru harus memperhatikan level siswa juga yang berkaitan dengan gaya belajar, umur, 

tingkat kedewasaan dan pengalaman mereka.  

Kata Kunci: Strategi Mengajar, Kosakata.        

 

 

 

 

 



1. Introduction  

Teaching is a form to hold the education that is combined with the action. Specificaly, 

teaching uses some aspects to develope emotion, moral, society,religious, cognition, 

physical, speech act, art and so on. Teaching activity aims to empower all the potential of the 

students. Teaching activity also guides the students to improve their knowledge, group work 

and positive activities in their life. Teaching a foreign language as L2 (Second Language) to 

students is not easy, there are many problems in it. One of the problems when they learn a 

foreign language is they have to know or memorize some vocabularies and try to arrange 

some wordsto create a sentence. In Indonesia, the students will face some difficulties 

especially in learning English, because their mother tongue is verydifferentfrom English as 

L2 (second language) in their country. According to Brown(1994)teaching is leading and 

facilitating students when they learn and arrange the situation to create fun condition. 

 Vocabulary is one of the most important elements in language besides structure, 

pronuciation and spelling to fulfil four skills in English; those are Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing. According to Richards and Schmidt (2010), vocabulary is a set of 

lexemes, including single word, compound word and idiom. Vocabulary is fundamental 

aspect to support their knowledge in increasing their Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing. In Indonesia, English is learnt from elementary and introduced in kindergarten, but 

no improvement significantly appears. Furthermore, the teaching and learning process in the 

class can produce less motivation for students in teaching and learning process. In that case, 

teacher’s involvement is very important. The researcher chooses MTs Negeri 3 Mataram as 

the setting of the study because it is the place he did his PPL. First of all, the school is often 

following English contest such as English for speech and English debate. The second one is 



because the students still regard English as a difficult subject. Then they are a fraid of 

speaking English even they have ability to use it. The last one, based on the researcher’s 

observation that students were happy taught by a certain teacher. 

2. Research Questions 

a. What are the teachers’ strategies in teaching English vocabulary? 

b. What are the problems faced by the teachers in teaching and learning process in the class 

related to the strategies used? 

c. What are the problem solving of the strategies used by the teachers in teaching English 

vocabulary? 

3. Objective of the Study 

a. To find out the teachers’ strategies in teaching English vocabulary. 

b. To find out the teachers’ problems in teaching and learning process English vocabulary in 

the class related to the strategies used. 

c. To find out the problem solving of the strategies used by teachers in teaching English 

vocabulary. 

4. Review of Literature 

Learning has been a major aspect in our life, learning begins since a personwas born and 

continuous until he or she is dead as a consequence of ongoing interactions between a person 

and the environment. Abbot J (1994) states that learning is reflective activity which enables 

the learner to draw upon previous experience to understand and evaluate the present, so as to 

shape future action and formulate new knowledge. O’Malley and Chamot (1990) define 

language learning strategies as thought or behaviors that the individuals use to help them 

comprehend, learn or retain new information of foreign or second language. They divided 



language learning strategies into three subcategories, those are: meta-cognitive strategies, 

cognitive strategies, socio-affective strategies. Brown (2000) defines learning styles as the 

manner inwhich individuals perceive and process information in learning situations. ODE 

(Ohio Department of Education) (2016) divides the learning styles into eight types, those are: 

Linguistic learner, Logical learner, Spatial/Visual learner, Musical/Auditory learner, 

Body/Kinesthetic learner, Interpersonal learner, Intrapersonal learner and Naturalist learner.  

Nunan (1999) states that vocabulary is a list of target language words. In addition, 

Richards and Schmidt (2002) state that vocabulary is a set of lexeme, including single words, 

compound words and idioms. Harmer (1991) states that teaching vocabulary is clearly more 

than just presenting new words. Furthermore, Haycraft (1986) states that before presenting 

vocabulary in the class, it is helpful to remember the following things: 1. Whereever 

possible, teach the words in spoken form first and only when students can pronounce them 

well, introduce the written form. Other wise, the students will always try and pronounce the 

English words as if they were written in their language and it will be difficult for the teacher 

to break this, 2. Try to present new words in context, 3. Revision is essential to blend words 

that have been presented into letter practice.  

5. Previous Studies 

First is Suhaiti (2017) study on exploring English teachers’ strategies in teaching 

vocabulary: process, teacher’s behaviours, lesson delivery and sequence of content and 

learning expectations that were used by the English teacher at Junior High School Sekolah 

Umum Berbasis Islam, Pandegelang-Banten. 



Second is Liyaningsih (2017) who conducted study to know the media to teach 

vocabulary, the technique that teacher used, the problems and solutions faced by teacher in 

the implementation of teaching learning process.  

6. Method  

This study used qualitative method. The aim of using this method was to analyze and 

describe the teacher’s strategies and the teacher’s problem in teaching English vocabulary at 

MTs Negeri 3 Mataram. The subject in this study was all the English teachers who were 

teaching at MTs Negeri 3 Mataram in academic year 2017 / 2018. The subjects of this study 

were three English teachers. This study used some techniques in collecting the data in the 

present study: those were observation, interview and recording. All of the data was collected 

in the form of word arrangement. There were some steps to analyze the data: those were 

coding, data reduction, data display and conclusion drawing.  

7. Discussion  

Mrs. Kholida as the teacher of the seventh grade used cognitive strategy (picture, 

translation and game). She mostly used picture and game in teaching and learning English 

vocabulary. She used that strategy in order to make the students more interested and easy to 

memorize the word. Mr. Marta as the teacher at eighth grade used cognitive strategy (game, 

translation, repeating and drilling). He mostly used game and drilling in teaching English 

vocabulary because the students still remembering the word and the students more 

enthusiastic to follow the teaching and learning process. Mr. Sihab also as an English teacher 

at the eighth grade, he used cognitive strategy (repeating, drilling and translation), socio-

affective strategy (collaborating the students to discuss the material) and meta-cognitive 

strategy (think aloud).  



Based on the finding research, it seems that the strategies used by the teachers in teaching 

English vocabulary was appropriate, most of the students felt enjoy and interested in learning 

English vocabulary. This study, assume that the strategies used by the teachers were still 

adequate and appropriate to increase student’s motivation in learning English vocabulary.  

8. Conclusion  

At MTs Negeri 3 Mataram from the three English teachers, I was found some strategies 

in teaching English vocabulary which they used in teaching and learning process in the 

classroom. Those strategies were cognitive strategies (repeating and drilling, picture, game, 

translation), meta-cognitive strategies (think aloud), socio-affective strategies (pair work). 

The teachers felt that still has to improve their student’s vocabulary and build student’s 

motivation, especially in teaching English vocabulary. The students felt bored and their 

motivation to learn seemed very low. The teachers felt, time to teach English subject was still 

lack, especially to teach about English vocabulary and also, they said that the media was still 

lack. The teachers were mostly used cognitive strategies which were included repeating or 

drilling, translation, picture and game strategies when they were teaching English 

vocabulary. Those strategies made the students more interested, enjoy, focus, and easy to 

understand the material that the teachers taught for them.  

References  

Abbot, J. 1994. Learning Makes Sense : re-creating education for a changing future. 

Letchworth : Education 2000.  

 

Brown, H. D. 1994. Principles of language teaching and learning.Third Edition.New 

Jersey: Prentice Hall Regents. 

 

Brown, H. D. 2000. Principles of language teaching and learning. Fouth Edition. White 

Plains, New York : Longman. 

 



Brown, H. D. 2007. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. Fifth Edition. New 

Jersey: Pearson Education, Inc. 

 

Celce-Marcia, M. 2001. Teaching English as a second or foreign language. Third Edition. 

New York : Dewey Publishing Services. 

 

Fu, J. 2009. A Study of Learning Styles, Teaching Styles and VocabularyTeaching 

Strategies in Chinese Primary School.The School of Teacher Education.Kristianstad 

University College. 

  

Gilakjani, A. P. 2012. Visual, Auditory, Kinaesthetic Learning Styles and 

Their Impacts on English Language Teaching. Iran, Islamic Azad University : Lahijan 

Branch. 

 

Haycraft, J. 1986. An Introduction to English Language Teaching.Longman Handbooks for 

English Teachers.Longman. 

 

Harmer, J. 1991. The Practice of English Language Teaching. New York: Longman.  

 

Hatch, E. & Brown, C. 1995.Vocabulary, Semantics, and Language Education. Cambridge: 

CambridgeUniversity Press. 

 

Isaac. 2017. Three tips for Recording Research Interviews.Weloty: Academic Transcribe 

Services.   

 

Kimble, Gregory A. / Garmezy, Norman. 1963.Principles of General Psychology, 2nd, 

Second Edition.Mishawaka, IN, USA. Better World Books. 

Lee, C. K. 2010. Language Learning Strategies: An Overview. ARECLS.7, 132-152.  

 

Liyaningsih, G. N. I. 2017. “Teachers‟ Strategies in Teaching English Vocabulary to 

Young Learners (A Descriptive Study on Teaching Vocabulary at the Third Grade 

Students of MI Kedungharjo in Academic Year 2015/2016)”.English Education Study 

Program. Islamic Education and Teacher Training Faculty. IAIN Surakarta. 

 
Nunan, D. 1999. Second Language Teaching and Learning. Boston, MA : Heinle and 

Heinle. 

 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 2000. Report of The National 

Reading Panel. Teaching Children to read : An Evidence based assesment of the 

scientific research literature on reading and its implication (NIH Publication No. 00-

4769). Washington, DC : US.  

 

ODE (Ohio Department of Education). 2016.Differentiated Curriculum. Website: 

http://www.ode.state.or.us?sped/spedareas/tag/differentiated.htm. (1). Accessed on 

February, 27, 2018 at 12:15 p.m. from   

https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=21587830863&searchurl=tn%3Dprinciples%2Bgeneral%2Bpsychology%26sortby%3D17%26an%3Dkimble%2Bgregory%2Bgarmezy%2Bnorman&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title2
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=21587830863&searchurl=tn%3Dprinciples%2Bgeneral%2Bpsychology%26sortby%3D17%26an%3Dkimble%2Bgregory%2Bgarmezy%2Bnorman&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title2
http://www.ode.state.or.us/?sped/


http://www.search.ask.com/web?q=ODE+Differentiated+Curriculum+Website%3A+ht

tp%3A%2F%2Fwww.ode.state.or.us%3Fsped%2Fspedareas%2Ftag%2Fdifferentiated.

htm&o=10148&tpr=2&ts=1519718878002. 

 

O’Malley, J.M.,&Chamot, A. U. 1990. Learning Strategies in Second Language 

Acquisition.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

 

Richards, Jack C. Schmidt. Richard.2010.EnglishLanguageTeachingMaterials. New York: 

Cambridge University, Press. 

 

Richards, Jack C. Schmidt. Richard. 2002. LongmanDictionaryOf Language Teaching and 

Applied Linguistic Third Edition, England:Longman.       

 

Saskatchewan.1991. Instructional Approaches A Framework for 

Professionalpractice.http://wikieducator.org/images/e/e2/instructionalapproaches_hand

book.pdf. 

Saldana, Johnny. 2009.The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers, London: Sage 

Publications. 

Suhaiti, S. 2017. ExploringEnglish Teacher Strategy in Teaching Vocabulary(A Qualitative 

Case Study at Second Grade Students of Junior High School Sekolah Umum Berbasis 

Islam Pandegelang-Banten. The State Institue for Islamic Studies Sultan Maulana 

Hasanuddin Banten.   

Sugiyono. 2017. Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D. Penerbit Alfabeta. Jl. 

Gegerkalong Hilir Bandung. ISBN:979-8433-64-0 

 

http://www.search/

