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ABSTRACT 

Andam Dewi Putri 

E1D 011 005 

This research was aimed at identifying the proficiency level and factors 
influence in determining student’s proficiency level at SMKN 1 Mataram in academic 
year 2014/2015. The population of this research was 240 students in 4 major 
programs, i. e, Accounting, Office Administration, Marketing, and Banking. The 
sample of this research was 35 students of accounting program. The proficiency level 
of the students was identified by using TOEIC listening and reading test. According 
to the research finding, the average of students of SMKN 1 Mataram proficiency 
result shows that 27 out of 35 students belong to the novice  level and 8 other students 
belong to the elementary level. This research indicates that the target of curriculum 
2006 failed to be achieved since it required students to be able to achieve intermediate 
level of proficiency.  

Key words: proficiency level, lesson hours, learning materials, curriculum, English 
learners. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background Of Study 

 It is the urgency of every educational institution which follows 

curriculum 2006 to guide the students to achieve the intermediate 

proficiency level. This target is claimed to be very hard to get. It is due to 

the number of students who cannot get the target because of many reasons. 

The lesson hours and learning materials in teaching and learning process 

are said to involve in determining the success of curriculum applied.  

 Camp (2014) stated that the common sense aside, there is 

overwhelming evidence that learning takes time, and that places where 

students get more time to ask are places where students tend to excel. 

School as one of places provides students with time and place to ask and 

learn. However, most of the schools do not provide sufficient time for 

students to understand, and materials which should be learned. Thus, it 

makes students hard to achieve the target of each learning process. 

 The learning materials also determine the students’ achievement in 

teaching and learning process. A number of students are able to achieve 

the target of curriculum 2006 because, in fact, they are able to understand 

the learning materials given in schools. Unfortunately, there are many 

students who are not able to reach the target because learning materials 

cannot help them to reach the goal. A perspective believes that the 
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inappropriate learning materials given in insufficient time with high target 

of success will lead students to fail in teaching and learning process. 

 The success of curriculum can be justified by identifying the ability of 

students. The ability of student can be seen from the proficiency level they 

have. The language proficiency involves the ability of the learners which 

is elaborated into four skills; they are listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. In collecting the information about students’ language 

proficiency, the proficiency test is used. The test divides the level of 

language proficiency into 5 levels. 

 This research is trying to indentify the ability of students based on 

TOEIC proficiency test and factors involve in determining students 

proficiency level. This can justify the success and failure of curriculum 

applied. One of the schools in Mataram which probably needs the 

information about the student’s proficiency level is SMKN 1 Mataram. 

This is due to the fact that SMKN 1 Mataram who basically follows the 

curriculum 2006, has no information about the students’ proficiency level 

especially for grade XI. Considering that condition this research is 

conducted at SMKN 1 Mataram. 

 

1.2 Research question 

Based on the problems described in the background of study, the 

problems raised in this research are: 
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1. 2.1 What is the proficiency level of students grade XI of 

SMKN 1 Mataram 2014/2015? 

1. 2.2 What factors determined students’ proficiency level 

grade XI of SMKN 1 Mataram 2014/2015?? 

1.3 Research objectives 

The objectives of this research are: 

1.3.1 To identify the proficiency level of students grade XI of 

SMKN 1 Mataram 2014/2015  

1.3.2 To identify the factors determined students’ proficiency 

level grade XI of SMKN 1 Mataram 2014/2015? 

1.4 Scope of research  

This research is limited to identify the proficiency level and factors 

determined the proficiency level of students. The proficiency test used in 

this research focuses on the listening and reading comprehension. Factors 

determining students proficiency test that the researcher will try to focus 

on is the lesson hour and learning materials. 

1.5 The Significance of Research 

1.5.1 Theoretical Significance 

Theoretically, this research gives information about the proficiency 

level and factors determined the proficiency level of students. 

1.5.2 Practical Significance 

1. For students, the result of this research can be used as guidance 

in learning English inside and outside the classroom. 
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2. For principal of vocational high school, the result of this 

research can be used in adding information about model or 

technique that is suitable in teaching and learning English, and 

also in order the improve the percentage of good English 

learners output in the school. 

3. For further researcher  

This research hopefully can give additional information about 

the characteristics of English language learners. Thus, it is 

expected to help the researcher in developing a better research. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

a. Language learning  

Krashen (cited in Setiyadi, 2006: 21) stated that language learning 

is a conscious knowing about a target language. 

b. Curriculum 

The curriculum generally contains a statement of purpose and 

special purpose, showing the selection and organization of content, 

implies and manifests a certain learning patterns (Hilda Tabadalam 

Oliva, 1991: 6) 

c. Proficiency 
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Proficiency is the ability of an individual to speak or perform in 

target language. The ability itself is elaborated into four skills; they 

are listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

d. TOEIC 

TOEIC tests are the international standardize proficiency test. The 

skills which are tested in TOEIC proficiency test are the listening 

and reading comprehensions. It contains the familiar content for 

everyday English speaker. The TOEIC test is believed successful 

in assessing the student’s progress in overall English language 

ability (Lougheed: 2006) 

e. Survey Study 

Survey research is the type of research which provides us with 

information collected from individual’s responses to the question 

given. The survey study is divided into two types, they are; 

questionnaires and interview (Trochim, 2006) 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Language Learning 

Krashen (cited in Setiyadi, 2006: 21) divided two different ways in 

gaining a target language. Those two ways are acquisitions and learning. 

According to Krashen, Acquisition is the subconscious process in first 

language acquisition, while learning is the conscious knowing about a 

target language. Thus, the language acquisitions occur when the speakers 

are not aware of the result. It impacts in the grammatical rules used by the 

speaker. Language learning, on other side, happens usually in classroom 

situation or places where speakers are aware about the process in 

acquiring the language. 

Learning a target language can involve several patterns and there 

are numbers of factors involved in this language learning pattern. Mackey 

(cited in Setiyadi, 2006: 23) stated that there are three factors determining 

the language learning pattern. Those factors are linguistic, social, and 

psychological. 

Linguistic factor includes the difference and interference between 

mother tongue and target language. It is stated that the mother tongue 

differs from the target language in form of grammar, phonology, 

vocabulary, stylistics, and graphics. Furthermore, Mickey declares that the 
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more different the form, the more problems language learners probably 

face. Setiyadi (2006: 24) supports this theory by stating that the language 

learner found it difficult to understand the system in the target language. 

Especially for students in Indonesia who has different tense with the 

English 

Setiyadi (2006: 24) argues that the difference between target 

language form and mother tongue will be less difficult to learn when the 

students are similar to the culture of the target language. This idea appears 

due to the fact that learning another language cannot be separated from 

learning about its culture.  

The interference happens when people learn about new language 

and their mother tongue interferes with the target language. Interference 

happens because of the similarity between the mother tongue and target 

language. How it interferes depends on the aspect of language they are 

trying to reach. The interference in learning speaking, for example, will 

cause more errors because the learners try to make similarity between their 

mother tongue and target language. The use of wrong grammar and 

overgeneralization in the target language might often happen in this case. 

Social factor is essential to the language learning pattern because it 

is a part of social phenomenon. The influence relates in a very complex 

way. But there are several aspects which can be identified in order to see 
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the influence of social factor. Those aspects are home, community, 

occupation, school, religious meeting, radio, television, and reading 

matters. 

Setiyadi (2006: 27) supports that the community is a crucial term 

in learning a language. When the speakers have more contact to the 

community in which the target language is spoken often, there will be 

more possible success in learning the target language. This is supported by 

the fact that in the community, speakers can find naturalness of using the 

language because it is often used in the daily communication. 

Nariswariatmojo (2006) elaborates the psychological factors into 

intelligent, attention, interest, aptitude, and motivation. Intelligent is the 

ability to utilize abstract concepts effectively and learn quickly. The great 

intelligence gives more progress to the learning process. Attention is 

concentration or mental focus towards the learning process. Interest is 

persisting tendency to pay attention to and enjoy some activity or content. 

Aptitude is the capacity to learn which is owned by everyone. The good 

way to use the aptitude maximally is by study and practice as much as we 

can. Motivation is a factor which operates in determining the direction of 

an individual’s behavior to words an end or goal. 
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2.2 Proficiency level of English language learners 

Proficiency level is the standard in assessing the progress of 

acquiring a new language. It involves the ability of the learners. The 

ability itself is elaborated into four skills; they are listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. Based on the scope of study above, the researcher 

limited the elaboration of the proficiency level on the listening and 

reading comprehension. This part will try to elaborate the proficiency 

level in language learning arranged from beginner, early intermediate, 

intermediate, early advanced, and advanced according to TOEIC listening 

and reading proficiency description, 5 levels of Alberta K–12 ESL 

Proficiency Benchmarks and the TOEIC
 

Listening and Reading Scores 

Descriptors and European CEFR levels.   

TOEIC divides the proficiency level into six levels; they are 

novice, elementary, intermediate, basic working proficiency, advanced 

working proficiency, general professional proficiency. Each level will be 

elaborated as follows: 

a. General professional proficiency (905-990) is the level of 

students who can understand the conversation of native 

speakers of English. They are able to read adequately for most 

functional needs. 
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b. Advanced working proficiency (785-900) is the level of 

students who can understand most work related situation. They 

can function their understanding in all situation but with 

greater degree of facility and accuracy. The students also read 

many types of documents with varying degree of ease and 

little use of dictionary 

c. Basic working proficiency (605-780) is the level of students 

who can understand explanation of work problem and also 

discussion of current events by native speakers of English. 

They read with occasional use of dictionary and also start to 

read many news article and popular novels. 

d. Intermediate (405-600) is the level of students who can 

understand explanation related to the routine work and limited 

social conversation, the students only understand basic 

technical manual for beginners with high use of dictionary 

e. Elementary (255-400) is the level of students who can 

understand simple exchange in everyday professional or 

personal life with non native English speaker. They only read 

simple dictionary and mostly use dictionary 

f. Novice (10-250) is the level of students who can understand 

immediate simple exchange survival needs and use simple 

questions. They only understand and read simple memos and 

menus. They are likely to read and translate word by word 
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The ability of English language learners is elaborated more 

specifically in 5 levels of Alberta K–12 ESL Proficiency Benchmarks. 

The table of Alberta shows the ability the student might have when they 

are in particular proficiency level. 

a. Beginner  

 The listening comprehension ability of the students at 

this level is still low. They understand only few 

subjects and academic words, simple descriptive texts 

and simple sentences which is familiar with their social 

needs expressions. Student at this level of listening still 

requires the visual, gestures to demonstrate the new 

information. 

 Students who are still in the level of beginner read 

through familiar word and simple sentence. They are 

likely to read and translate word by word. It is more 

understandable for them if the learning process in 

reading is full of pictures. 

b. Early intermediate (developing) 

 Students listening at this level might understand more 

academic word due to the increasing of vocabulary 

from beginner level they have passed, they start to 

understand the compound sentence, social and 
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idiomatic expression. However, there is still the need 

of using supported media to acquiring the new 

information they hear. 

 Students at this level understand more detailed simple 

sentences and word families. They understand the 

passage well when they rereading it and the reading 

use contextual clues. The passage must contain usual 

or common social expression to make the students 

understand well. 

c. Intermediate (expanding) 

 Students at this level improve their range of 

descriptive, subject-specific and academic words. 

They start understanding compound and complex 

sentences, also understand slang and humor in 

target language.  

 The students are able to read a range of complex 

sentences with subordinate clauses and more new 

expressions. They are likely to start predicting the 

meaning of sentence rather than translating each 

word. 

d. Early advanced (bridging)  

 Students at this level improve their range of 

descriptive, subject-specific and academic word. 
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They start understanding variety of sentence 

structures and also understand sarcasm and 

innuendo in target language.  

 The students are able to read a range of sentence 

structures and multisyllabic words. They are likely 

to imply meaning of socio and cultural references, 

consistently with expression and self-corrects. 

e. Advanced (extending) 

 Students at this level have broad range of 

vocabularies. They start to understand and subtle 

the meaning of variety sentence structure, also 

understand information gap questions.  

 The students are able to read a range of sentence 

structures and spell unique words. They are likely 

to comprehend more complex grammar and variety 

form of sentences. The students also can read in 

appropriate intonations for each expressions 

TOEIC
 

Listening and Reading Scores Descriptions and 

European CEFR levels also have invented well elaboration on each 

level of proficiency. Specifically, TOEIC listening and reading score 

descriptions divides the level of students based on the scores of the 

student. It is divided into three levels of points for listening, they are 
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400 points, 300 points and 200 points and four levels of points for 

reading. They are 450 points, 350 points, 250 points, and 150 points.  

Briefly, in terms of  the listening, for students who get 

minimum 400 points will be able to understand the central idea of the 

listening which uses broad range of vocabulary and syntactically 

complex sentence. Students who get minimum 300 points are those 

who understand the central idea which uses the easy or medium level 

of vocabulary. Lastly, students who get minimum 200 points are only 

able to understand the short spoken language.  

The students, who get 450 minimum scores in reading 

comprehension, will show their understanding in inferring the central 

idea of a written text. They also can relate the two texts which share 

things in common. It is usually hard for them to understand the test 

which uses the difficult vocabulary. Students who get minimum 350 

points will have difficulty in connecting the information within the 

text; they cannot understand difficult vocabulary. However, they can 

infer the details of the text by using ruled-based grammatical 

structures. Students, who get minimum 250 points, can only make 

simple inferences based on the limited amount of text. They 

understand only medium level of vocabulary. Students who get 

minimum 200 points are those who cannot make inferences about the 

information on the written text; they can only understand easy 
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vocabulary and common phrase. They often feel hard to find the 

meaning of single sentence. 

European CEFR is the common European framework of 

references of language. It divides the level of proficiency of the 

students into three broad divisions, they are; basic uses, independent 

user, and proficient user. It, then divides each group into six levels. 

They are, A1 (Breakthrough or beginner), A2 (“basic user-waystage”), 

B1 (“independent user-threshold”), B2 (Vantage or upper 

intermediate), C1 (Effective Operational Proficiency or advanced), C2 

(Mastery or proficiency).  

A1 (Breakthrough or beginner) includes the students who can 

understand and use only familiar and very basic phrases used in 

everyday communications. They are still starting to learn how to 

introduce themselves. A2 (“basic user-waystage”), is the students who 

can use and understand very basic personal and family information, 

shopping, local geography, employment. They use simple grammar 

structure and simple terms related to their routines.  

Furthermore, B1 (Threshold or independent user) includes 

those students who already mastered the vocabulary and expressions 

related to the activities in home, school, and workplaces. They also are 

able to elaborate their dreams, hope and ambitions. One step ahead the 
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B1, B2 students are able to create and understand more complex and 

structured sentences.  

C1 students are those who can easily communicate effectively 

in target language with high fluency and accuracy. C2 students can 

express themselves spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, 

differentiating finer shades of meaning even in the most complex 

situations. (Educational testing service: 2011) 

2.3 Curriculum 2006 

 Education Unit Level Curriculum (SBC) or Curriculum 2006 was a 

curriculum developed by education, and implemented in each educational 

unit in Indonesia. SBC is legally mandated by Act No. 20 of 2003 on 

National Education System, and the Indonesian Government Regulation 

No. 19 Year 2005 on National Education Standards. Implementation of the 

SBC in schools started at the academic year 2007/2008.  

Curriculum 2006 elaborated the target of the learning of vocational 

high school students into levels. There are three levels described in 

curriculum 2006 which should be achieved by the students. Those are 

novice level, elementary level, and intermediate level. 

 In novice level of proficiency the students are required to 

understand expressions on the basic social interaction for the benefit of life, 

mention objects, people, characteristics, time, day, month, and year, 
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describe objects, people, characteristics, time, day, month, and year, 

produce simple utterances sufficient for basic functions , explain in simple 

activities that are happening, understand simple memos and menus, 

schedule of public transport trips, and traffic signs, understand the words 

and terms of foreign and simple sentences based on the formula , and write 

a simple invitation 

In elementary level of proficiency the students are required to 

understand simple everyday conversations both in professional and personal 

contexts with the non-native speakers, note simple messages either directly 

or through interaction tool, detail the job duties and educational background 

of him or her orally and in writing, tell a job in the past and future work 

plans, disclose a wide variety of intentions ,understand simple instructions, 

make short messages, instructions and a list of the choice of words, spelling 

and grammar. 

In intermediate level, the students are required the students to be 

able to understand monologue that appeared in certain work situations, 

understanding the limited conversation with native speakers, presenting 

reports, understanding the manual use of equipment, understand simple 

business letters, understanding technical documents, and writing business 

letters and simple reports. 
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SBC implementation in English teaching and learning in vocational 

high school, generally, focuses to make students achieve intermediate level 

of proficiency. Specifically, students of vocational high school grade eleven 

are required to fulfill numbers of basic competencies. In listening, the 

students are required to respond the meaning in transactional conversation 

(to get things done) and interpersonal (social) accurately, fluently, and 

gratefully which use a variety of spoken language in the context of 

everyday life and which involves speech acts: expression of asking opinion, 

expressing satisfaction, dissatisfaction, advised, cautioned, received a 

request, and expressed feelings of relief, pain, and pleasure. They have to be 

able to respond the meaning in the monologue text using variety of spoken 

language accurately, fluently and gratefully in the context of everyday life 

in form of reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical 

exposition. In reading skill, the students are required to be able to respond 

the meaning in short functional text (eg, banners, posters, pamphlets, etc.) 

using a variety of written language accurately, fluently and gratefully in the 

context of everyday life. They have to be able to response the meaning and 

rhetorical stages of essay writing using a variety of language accurately, 

fluently and gratefully in the context of everyday life and to use science in 

form of reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical 

exposition (National Education Standards Agency: 2006) 
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The success indicators of curriculum 2006 can be explained as 

follows. In listening comprehension the students of second grade high 

school are required to be able to respond the opinion, respond the meaning 

in the monologue text in form of reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory 

exposition and analytical exposition, and identify the use of adjective and 

adverb in the text. While in reading comprehension, the students can 

identify the steps in developing a reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory 

exposition and analytical exposition, students can identify the main idea 

contained in the reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and 

analytical exposition, Students can identify the supporting ideas contained 

in the reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical 

exposition, students can identify the use of adjectives in the level of 

comparison. 

2.4 Factors influence the proficiency of students  

1 Lesson hours 

Camp (2014) stated that the common sense aside, there is overwhelming 

evidence that learning takes time, and that places where students get more time 

to ask are places where students tend to excel. In other words, it means that 

students are said to excel better in a place which allows them to study and ask 

many questions. School is one of the places which provide students with 

teachers who can help them with the learning materials. Some teachers make 

masterful use of their minutes with students, advancing the powerful use of 
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their time with students to something of an art form. The lesson hours used by 

teachers and student is very crucial and plays big role in determining the 

students understanding in the materials and their ability. 

According to curriculum 2006, the lesson hour given to the teachers and 

students to complete the subject matter which needs to be understood by 

students is 4 hours per week. In that sort of time, both teachers and students are 

forced to understand each subject matter based on each competency standard. 

For example, the materials of descriptive text, structure of descriptive text, 

comparisons of adjectives which are a part of one competency standard are 

elaborated in two hours of teaching and learning and the other two hours will be 

used for other subject matters related to the same competency standards. 

(National Education Standards Agency: 2006). The importance of lesson hours 

is also elaborated by Andhika (2011). He stated that students have to practice 

and reread more in order to understand deeply about the materials they learned. 

Without sufficient time to learn the students can lose their knowledge and fall 

academically.  

2 Learning materials 

Jocelyn (2008) argues that teaching materials is a generic term used to describe 

the resources teachers use to deliver instruction. Teaching materials can refer to 

a number of teacher resources; however, the term usually refers to concrete 

examples, such as worksheets or learning tools or games that students can 
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handle to help them gain and practice facility with new knowledge. Teaching 

materials can support students’ learning and increase students’ success. Ideally, 

the teaching materials will be tailored to the content in which they are being 

used, to the students in whose class they are being used, and the teacher. 

Teaching materials come in many shapes and sizes, but they all have in 

common the ability to support student learning. 

She also stated that learning materials can also add important structure to lesson 

planning and the delivery of instruction. Particularly in lower grades, learning 

materials act as a guide for both the teacher and student. They can provide a 

valuable routine. For instance, if language teachers teach new vocabulary words 

in a particular day, knowing that they have a vocabulary game to provide the 

students with practice regarding the new words will both relieve the pressure of 

them and provide important practice (and fun) for their students 

Learning materials are important because they can significantly increase student 

achievement by supporting student learning. For example, a worksheet may 

provide a student with important opportunities to practice a new skill gained in 

class. This process aids in the learning process by allowing the student to 

explore the knowledge independently as well as providing repetition. Learning 

materials, regardless of what kind, all have some function in student learning. 

However, the insufficient time and inappropriate learning materials can let 

students to fail in the learning process. Djamarah (2005) stated that the student 
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who failed in the learning process will get scores below the standard of 

minimum score. The student cannot achieve the standard level of mastery 

required. It shows that the learning materials cannot only add students’ 

knowledge but it can also turn the students to be unsuccessful ones. When there 

is high load of learning materials given to both teachers and students with 

insufficient time to study, this condition will likely turn student to fail in 

learning process. 

Furthermore, the learning materials can be factors influence the students’ 

proficiency in achieving the target of learning process. The inappropriate 

learning materials use in order to complete particular target will cause students 

to fail at the end of learning process (Djamarah 2005). Thus, it is required that 

teaching materials should always be consistent with the objectives / 

competence, materials and indicators of success. This condition is often found 

in teaching and learning situation because teachers have difficulties in 

elaborating the high load of materials well, when the method of learning should 

be sought as accurately, efficiently and effectively as possible (Bimerzima: 

2010).  

Based on curriculum 2006, the learning materials for vocational high school 

students are descriptive text, structure of descriptive text, comparisons of 

adjectives, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical exposition, 

short functional text (eg, banners, posters, pamphlets, etc.), expression of 

asking opinion, expressing satisfaction, dissatisfaction, advised, cautioned, 
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received a request, and expressed feelings of relief, pain, and pleasure. These 

big topics have to be understood by the students in order to achieve the learning 

target (National Education Standards Agency: 2006) 

2.1 Previous Studies 

The study of proficiency level of English language learners has been 

done previously by several researchers and institutions. One of studies is 

done by Alberta Education (2010) about the description of the ability of 

English language learners which included in Alberta K–12 ESL Proficiency 

Benchmarks, and Pintrich (1991) about a manual for the use of motivated 

strategies for learning questionnaires (MSLQ). 

Alberta (2010) investigated that the language ability of students of 

each level of proficiency different in skill of the learners. The proficiency 

levels are divided into five levels they are: Beginner, Pre-Intermediate, 

Intermediate, Pre-Advanced, and Advanced. Proficiency Benchmarks 

shows the characteristic of the learners form kindergarten (K) grade to the 

12th grade (1-12). The population of study is the Canadian Student.  

Alberta Research found that each level of proficiency has different 

skill accomplishment. Beginners’ listening skills is still low and only 

understand simple sentence while reading. Early intermediate students can 

understand while listening to more academic words and reading more 

detailed simple sentence. Later on, the intermediate, early advanced, and 

advanced proficiency level is better than lower levels.  
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The difference between Alberta’s study and this study is that the 

Alberta’s analyzed all students in every grade while this study will only 

analyze the ability of the vocational high school students grade eleven.  
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

3.1 Research Design 

This research used survey study type of research. Survey research is the type 

of research which provides us with information collected from individual’s 

respond to the question given. The survey study is divided into two types, they 

are; questionnaires and interview (Trochim, 2006). This research allows the 

researcher to design the data to be collected and conclusions to be drawn to the 

initial questions of the study. It also provides a conceptual framework and an 

action plan to get information from questions given to set the conclusions. The 

survey study designs in this research use the qualitative-quantitative methods of 

often called mixed method in analyzing the data. 

3.2 Population and Sample 

3.2.1 Pupulation  

The population is the students of grade XI at SMK 1 Mataram. The 

total number of students was 240 which were divided into 4 major 

programs; they were Accounting, Office Administration, Marketing, 

and Banking. Total students in each class were up to 40 students. 

However, on consideration of practicality and efficiency, it was 

impossible to use all the population as the sample of this research.  

3.2.2 Sample 
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According to Arikunto (2006) sample is part of population that 

is observed.  There are seven sampling techniques. They are cluster 

sampling, random sampling, stratified sampling, purposive sampling, 

area sampling, double sampling and proportional sampling.  

However, the sampling technique which is used by the 

researcher is cluster-random sampling. Cluster-random sampling is a 

combination of random sampling and cluster sampling. Sugiyono 

(2012) defines that random sampling is a sampling technique in which 

the researcher takes any subject of the population randomly only if 

they have same characteristics. In SMKN 1 Mataram, there are three 

classes that belong to grade 11 accounting program. All the three 

classes have the same characteristics. Moreover, since the students are 

grouped in a class /or cluster, and the researcher cannot make a new 

class by using random sampling only, the researcher decides to 

choose the class/cluster that is observed randomly. Therefore, the 

class that is used as sample is grade 11 accounting class B which has 

35 students. 

3.3 Technique of collecting data 

3.3.1 Kinds of Data 

1. Students’ achievement 

2. Curriculum 

3.3.2 Source of Data 

1. Students’ test result 
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2. Curriculum 2006 

3.3.3 Data collection procedure 

Data in this research was collected with documentation. It is 

the process to collect data of student’s proficiency test result, 

and questionnaire result. 

Proficiency level is the standard in assessing the progress of 

acquitting a new language. It involves the ability of the 

learners. The ability itself is elaborated into four skills; they are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The proficiency test 

is conducted in one day. It includes the test on listening and 

reading. This test is considered as more effective and 

affordable. 

3.3.4 Instrument  

1. TOEIC proficiency test 

2. Curriculum document 

3.4 Data analysis technique 

After collecting the data through proficiency test and questionnaire, the researcher 

then analyzed the data based on the steps below: 

a. Identifying the result from the listening and reading proficiency 

test result document of the students.  
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The identifications of TOEIC test used the Test Score Conversion 

Table taken from Barron’s TOEIC test. The result of the listening 

was summed with the result of reading to get the total estimated 

test score. The total estimated test score was interpreted using the 

correlation table TOEIC listening and reading score descriptions 

which are attached at the appendix. 

Based on the Test Score Conversion Table taken from Barron’s 

TOEIC test, the total number of question is 200. It is divided into 

two sections, those are listening and reading. Listening section 

consisted of 100 questions. The score given to the correct response 

is between 5 and 10. 100 correct responses get 495 points. While, 

reading section also consisted of 100 questions. The difference 

between reading and listening section existed in the number of the 

question which get 5 point and 10 points.  

b. Comparing the data of proficiency test to the curriculum 2006 

c. The result would be interpreted, described and then discussed to 

get the conclusion   
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CHAPTER 4 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Research finding 

4.1.1 The result of proficiency test.  

The proficiency test used in this research was the TOEIC proficiency test. The 

result of proficiency test can be listed as follows:  

Table 1 Students’ score of TOEIC proficiency test 

No Name L score R score  Total TOEIC Proficiency level 
1 AKP 120 40 160 Novice level 
2 AKL 100 25 125 Novice level 
3 BS 160 60 220 Novice level 
4 QWER 170 70 240 Novice level 
5 TYU 140 35 175 Novice level 
6 IOPA 180 95 275 Elementary level 
7 SDFG 215 100 315 Elementary level 
8 DTR 125 65 190 Novice level 
9 JKLZ 270 165 435 Elementary level 
10 XCVB 230 115 345 Elementary level 
11 NMKL 110 80 190 Novice level 
12 JHGF 150 50 200 Novice level 
13 DSAP 115 80 195 Novice level 
14 OIUT 160 95 255 Elementary level 
15 YTRE 120 80 200 Novice level 
16 WQZX 190 85 275 Elementary level 
17 WEXC  190 50 190 Novice level 
18 RTBV 165 70 235 Elementary level 
19 BVTR 90 70 160 Novice level 
20 BTYN 160 65 225 Novice level 
21 YTBN 160 35 195 Novice level 
22 YVNT 115 80 195 Novice level 
23 YOCN 115 60 175 Novice level 
24 AAAA 125 35 160 Novice level 
25 DDDD 80 45 125 Novice level 
26 FFFF 130 80 210 Novice level 
27 GGG 130 45 175 Novice level 
28 YIFD 120 35 155 Novice level 
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Table 1 above shows the total of proficiency test from 35 students in SMKN 1 

Mataram is 7455. The highest score was 435 and the lowest score was 125. The 

range between the highest and lowest score was 222. The mean obtained from the 

calculation is 213. According to TOEIC proficiency level description the mean 

shows that the proficiency level of the students in SMKN 1 Mataram is in novice 

level. 

Table 2. Student proficiency level 

No TOEIC Proficiency level Number of 
students 

Percentage  

1 Novice 27 77.1% 

2 Elementary 8 22.9 % 

3 Intermediate  0 0% 

4 Basic working 0 0% 

5 Advanced working 0 0% 

6 General professional  0 0% 

 

Table 2 shows the number of students divided based on their proficiency test. 

Based on TOEIC proficiency level division, the total number of students in novice 

level is 27 which achieved 71, 4% while in elementary is 22,9% with 8 students. 

29 TWR 160 65 225 Novice level 
30 SR 120 80 200 Novice level 
31 SNW 195 85 280 Elementary level 
32 TST 120 85 205 Novice level 
33 YT 90 60 150 Novice level 
34 YWB 125 115 240 Novice level 
35 ZAZP 135 25 160 Novice level 

 Total   7455  
 Mean    213 Novice level 
 Highest   435 Elementary level 
 Lowest    125 Novice level 



31 
 

 

 

 

Table 3. Curriculum 2006 and proficiency level 

Skill  Basic competency of 
curriculum 2006 
(intermediate level) 

Lesson 
hours 

Indicators Learning 
materials 

Toeic (novice level) Informatio
n 

listening Response the meaning 
in transactional 
conversation (to get 
things done) and 
interpersonal (social) 
accurately, fluently, and 
grateful which use a 
variety of spoken 
language in the context 
of everyday life and 
which involves speech 
acts: expression of 
asking opinion, 
expressing satisfaction, 
dissatisfaction, advised, 
cautioned, received a 
request, and expressed 
feelings of relief, pain, 
and pleasure 

2x 45 
minute 

-response the 
opinion 
 
 

-Unit 3 
Interlaguage 
book 
 

-Understand 
adequately for 
immediate survival 
needs, directions, 
prices… 
-Comprehend simple 
questions in social 
situations 

Basic 
competenci
es are not 
achieved 

Response the meaning 
in the monologue text 
using a variety of 
spoken language 
accurately, fluently and 
acceptable in the 
context of everyday life 
in form of reports, 
narrative, spoof, 
hortatory exposition 
and analytical 
exposition 

2x 45 
minute 

response the 
meaning in the 
monologue 
text in form of 
reports, 
narrative, 
spoof, 
hortatory 
exposition and 
analytical 
exposition 
identify the 
use of 
adjective and 
adverb in the 
text 

-Unit 1-9  
Interlaguage 
book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Not found 

Reading  Response the meaning 
in short functional text 
(eg, banners, posters, 

2x 45 
minute 

-Can identify 
the steps in 
developing a 

-Not found 
 

 

-Understand add 
words e.g. shop 
names 

Basic 
competenci
es are not 
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Discussion  

According to National Education Standards Agency (2006) curriculum 

2006 requires students of vocational high school to achieve intermediate level 

of competency. In intermediate level, the students are required the students to 

be able to understand monologue that appeared in certain work situations, 

understanding the limited conversation with native speakers, understanding 

pamphlets, etc.) using a 
variety of written 
language accurately, 
fluently and acceptable 
in the context of 
everyday life 

reports, 
narrative, 
spoof, 
hortatory 
exposition and 
analytical 
exposition 
 
 
-Can identify 
the main idea 
contained in 
the reports, 
narrative, 
spoof, 
hortatory 
exposition and 
analytical 
exposition 
-can identify 
the supporting 
ideas 
contained in 
the reports, 
narrative, 
spoof, 
hortatory 
exposition and 
analytical 
exposition 
-Can identify 
the use of 
adjectives in 
the level of 
comparison. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Unit 1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Not found 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Not found 

-Read simple memos 
and menus, train or 
bus schedules, traffic 
signs. 

achieved 

Response the meaning 
and rhetorical stages of 
essay writing using a 
variety of language 
accurately, fluently and 
acceptable in the 
context of everyday life 
and to use science in 
text which form of 
reports, narrative, 
spoof, hortatory 
exposition and 
analytical exposition 

2x 45 
minute 
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the manual use of equipment, understand simple business letters, 

understanding technical documents, business letters and simple reports. 

Furthermore, according to curriculum 2006, the students of vocational 

high school grade eleven have to fulfill numbers of competency standard 

which can help them to achieve the intermediate level of proficiency. In 

listening, the students are required to respond the meaning in transactional 

conversation (to get things done) and interpersonal (social) accurately, 

fluently, and gratefully which use a variety of spoken language in the context 

of everyday life and which involves speech acts: expression of asking opinion, 

expressing satisfaction, dissatisfaction, advised, cautioned, received a request, 

and expressed feelings of relief, pain, and pleasure. They also have to be able 

to respond the meaning in the monologue text using a variety of spoken 

language accurately, fluently and gratefully in the context of everyday life in 

form of reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical 

exposition. In reading skill, the students are required to be able to respond the 

meaning in short functional text (eg, banners, posters, pamphlets, etc.) using a 

variety of written language accurately, fluently and gratefully in the context of 

everyday life. They are also have to be able to respond the meaning and 

rhetorical stages of essay written in the target language accurately, fluently 

and gratefully in the context of everyday life and to use science in form of 

reports, narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical exposition. 
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However, based on the research findings, the average of students of 

SMKN 1 Mataram proficiency result shows that the students were on the 

novice level with 27 of 35 students belonged to the novice  level and 8 other 

students belonged to the elementary level. The 8 students who belonged to 

elementary proficiency level can understand simple exchange in everyday 

professional or personal life with non native English speaker. They read 

simple text and mostly use dictionary. While, the 27 students who belonged to 

novice proficiency level can understand immediate simple exchange survival 

needs such as direction and prices and used simple questions. They only 

understand and read simple memos and menus.  

This result shows that the target of curriculum 2006 has not been 

achieved yet by the students. This is due to the fact that the students were not 

capable yet to understand and express the meaning of essays, responding and 

understanding the meaning of short functional text and monologue such as in 

the text narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical exposition. The 

student cannot understand the limited conversation with native speakers, 

presenting reports, understanding the manual use of equipment; understand 

simple business letters, understanding technical documents, and simple 

reports. 

The condition above is caused by some factors which influence the 

proficiency level of students. The lesson hours during the learning process 

seem to be insufficient to help the students to be able to achieve the higher 
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proficiency level. The lesson hour given to the teachers and students to 

complete the subject matter which needs to be understood by students is 4 

hours per week. During the time, both teachers and students are forced to 

understand each subject matter based on each competency standard. The 

number of subject matters elaborated before needs more time to be explained 

thus the students can understand well. However, when the time is not enough 

for students to learn, students will fail in achieving the target of learning 

process. Considering that, the intermediate level of proficiency was very hard 

to achieve.  

Another cause was the learning materials provided by teachers were 

not suitable in helping the students to achieve the target of learning process. It 

was found that the materials to achieve some indicators were not found in the 

text book provided. The book focused on practicing students to answer 

multiple choice questions. There was no materials supporting the indicators 

such as to identify the use of adjective and adverb in the text of a reports, 

narrative, spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical exposition, identify the 

steps in developing the texts, identify the supporting ideas contained in the 

texts, identify the use of adjectives in the level of comparison contained in the 

texts.  

The lack of materials about indicators above showed that the learning 

materials didn’t cover the overall needs of students to fulfill the basic 

competencies in order to achieve intermediate level of proficiency. It showed 



36 
 

the need of teachers to find suitable textbook to use in teaching and learning 

process. The text book chosen should cover all the indicators of basic 

competencies. 

In other words, the low proficiency level of students was caused by 

two factors. Those are the insufficient learning materials and lesson hours. 

Thus, the researchers proposed these factors to be improved by all relevant 

parties. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION 

5.1 Conclusion 

This research was aimed in identifying the proficiency level and 

factors influence the proficiency level of students at SMKN 1 Mataram in 

academic year 2014/2015l. From the research finding and discussion 

chapter in previous page, it is concluded that the average of students grade 

XI in SMKN 1 Mataram is on the novice level with the average score of 

213. It is proved that the target of curriculum 2006 was failed to achieve 

since it requires the students to be able to achieve the intermediate level of 

proficiency.  

5.2 Suggestion  

Based on the research result, the researcher provides several 

suggestions in improving student’s proficiency level as follows. 

5.2.1 The teacher 

a. The teacher should be able to improve students ability in English 

by using effective methods and techniques 

b. The teacher should be able to monitor the students and give 

suggestions to help the students in improving their language ability 

5.2.2 The students 

The students are expected to improve their proficiency level by 

study and practice as much as they can. 
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5.2.3 Further researcher 

This research is not perfect. Thus, the researcher needs further 

researchers to strengthen the theory and the result by maximize in 

doing every step of the research. The further researchers are also 

expected to testify this study in order to prove the authenticity of the 

theory and the result of this research. 
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Appendix 4 

The list of accounting students’ name 

No Name 
1 Anindya kusuma putri 
2 Ayu karisma lestari 
3 Bunga septiana  
4 chiata crisanti wia putri 
5 Danu rifki pamungkas 
6 De jaya 
7 Dian andirani 
8 Dinda tri novianti 
9 Eliel Christiansen masloka 

10 Ewin aprila 
11 Goni yulhamid 
12 Hulaimi 
13 I ketut sukarta 
14 Indri septiani 
15 Irman fauzi 
16 Kadek dwik oktayani 
17 Muhamad Christian hadi  
18 Munawarah 
19 Mustiadi 
20 Nabil rahman 
21 Nafatia nadiawati 
22 Ni kadek andriani 
23 Nuzula hidayati 
24 Purna irawan 
25 Rima santika 
26 Rohima 
27 Sahrul murdani 
28 Siti rahmanita issani 
29 Siti sumayani 
30 Sri mulyana 
31 Sri nining wahyuningsih 
32 Titin suhada tina 
33 Yafet tatontos 
34 Yohana sriadiningsih 
35 Zaratun aini 

 

 


